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EDUCATION 

Ph.D. Rehabilitation Counseling and Administration. 
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL  
Adviser: Dr. Thomas Upton  

December, 2018 

M.S. Rehabilitation Counseling.

Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL 
Adviser: Dr. Thomas Upton  

May, 2014 

B.S. Psychology.   

Austin Peay State University, Clarksville, TN 
Adviser: Dr. Stuart Bonnington 

May, 2010 

CERTIFICATION AND LICENSURE 

Certified Rehabilitation Counselor (CRC). Commission on Rehabilitation Counselor 

Certification, 00117865 

2013 to 

2023 

Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor (LCPC).  Illinois Department of Financial and 

Professional Regulation, 180.011527 
2018 to 

2021 

EXPERIENCE  

Southern University and A & M Collage 

• Assistant Professor, Rehabilitation and Disability Studies

2019- Current 

Disability Support Services (DSS); SIU 2012 – 2013 
• Graduate Assistant, Assistive Technology

Rehabilitation Services, Southern Illinois University (SIU) 2014 – 2018 
• Undergraduate Internship Coordinator

Union Country Counseling Services. Anna, IL 2014 – 2018 

• Adult Out-Patient Counselor
 

Evaluation and Developmental Center (EDC); SIU 2013 – 2014 
• Research Assistant

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 2010 – 2011 
• AmeriCorps Service Member, 4-H Outreach Coordinator

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 



Southern University and A & M Collage Semester, year 
• Independent Living (REHB 330) Spring, 2019 

• Counseling Culturally Diverse Populations with Disabilities (REHB

511)

Spring, 2019 

• Assessment and Testing (REHB 564) Spring, 2019 

Southern Illinois University-Carbondale 
• Introduction to Rehabilitation (REHB 400) Instructor: Dr. William

Crimando

Fall, 2017 

• Research Design (CDS 500). Instructor/ Supervisor: Dr. Salim Al-

Ani

Summer, 2016 | 

Summer, 2017 
• Augmenitive and Alternative Communication (CDS 460).

Instructor/ Supervisor: Dr. Salim Al-Ani
Spring, 2016 | Spring 

2017 
• Pre-Practicum (REHB 589).Supervisors: Dr. Stacia Robertson

Dr. Carl Flowers 

Fall, 2015 | Fall, 2016 | 

Fall 2018 

• Treatment of Substance Use Disorders (REHB 471). Instructor: Dr.

Jane Nichols

Summer, 2015 

• Aging and Rehabilitation (REHB 405). Instructor: Mr. Dan Selock Spring, 2015 

• Introduction to Alcoholism and Drug Abuse (REHB 461).

Instructor: Dr. Jim Bordieri

Spring, 2015 

• Basic Practices in Rehabilitation (REHB 407). Supervisor: Dr.

Thomas Upton

Fall, 2014 

• Private Rehabilitation (REHB 590). Instructor: Dr. Thomas Upton Summer 2014 

• Medical and Psychosocial Aspects of Disability (REHB 513).

Instructor: Dr. Thomas Upton

Spring, 2014 

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS 

Attitudes Towards Individuals with Mental illness among Counselors in Training. 

Seminar Presentation. National Commission on Rehabilitation Education (NCRE) 

Annual Fall Conference.  

2018 
Arlington, VA 

Maintaining the Best Ethical Standards in the Training for Rehabilitation Counselors 
for the Public and Private Sectors of Rehabilitation. Seminar Presentation. 

International Association of Rehabilitation Professionals –Illinois, Annual Seminar.  

2018 
 Naperville, IL 

The History of Measuring Attitudes Towards Mental Illness: Implications for  
Rehabilitation Researchers. Seminar Presentation. NCRE Annual Spring Conference.  

2017 
Anaheim, CA 

Overview of Augmentative and Alternative Communication and Assistive Technology. 
Invited Guest Lecture. SIU.   

2016 
Carbondale IL. 

The Function and Utilization of Assistive Technology among Students with 

Disabilities at Southern Illinois University. Invited Guest Lecture. SIU.   

2012-2013 

Carbondale, 

IL. 
A Review of Research on Disability Attitudes and Future Directions. Concurrent 

Session. Southern Sociological Society Annual Meeting.   

2010 

Atlanta, GA. 
Benefits of Research and Field experience  2010 Clarksville TN. 



Brown Bag research presentation. Psychology Department, APSU.   
Undergraduate Thesis Presentation and Future Analysis  
Brown Bag Research Presentation. Psychology Department, APSU.   

2010 Clarksville TN. 

Involvement in the Psychology Department: Independent Research, Group Research 

and Field Internship 
Phi Chi Honor Society sponsored research presentation, APSU.  

2009 
Clarksville TN. 

POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

Cannabis Use among Adolescents with Specific Learning Disabilities. NCRE  2017 
Anaheim, CA. 

Application of Acceptance and Commitment Therapy to Clinical Supervision. 

NCRE  

2016 
Newport Beach, 

CA. 
Assistive Technology Knowledge among Postsecondary Students with Disabilities. 

NCRE  

2014 
Manhattan Beach, 

CA. 
The Effects of Attitudes and Beliefs Students Hold towards Others with 
Disabilities. Association for Psychological Science.  

2010 
Boston, MA.  

PUBLICATIONS 

Boen, R., Anuar, A., & Ghazali, N. M. (2018). Cannabis Use among Adolescents with Specific 

Learning Disabilities. Rehabilitation Counseling Education Journal (In Press).  
Boen, R., Knickmeyer, N., Upton, T., & Anuar, A. (2016) Questions of fairness: Perceptions of 

Educational Accommodations by Others in the Classroom. Journal of Cognitive Sciences and Human 

Development, 1, 99-109.  
Boen, R. (2014). Evaluation of General and Specific Assistive Technology Knowledge Among 

Students with Disabilities in Postsecondary Environments. Theses Paper 1431. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Development of Internship Coordinator Manual, Rehabilitation Services. Rehabilitation Institute, 

SIU  

2017 

Development of Internal Program Review following the Association on Higher Education and 

Disability Program Standards, Disability Support Services, SIU.   

2013 

National Service Inclusion Project, National Disability Inclusion Development Institute 
Training & Advanced Capacity Building Institute. Biloxi, MS   

2011 

HONORS AND RECOGNITION 

Guy A. Renzaglia Scholarship, SIU  2014 
Lorenz/Baker Student Award, SIU  2014 | 2017 
Outstanding May Graduate in Psychology, APSU   2010 
Most Valuable Member Award, Psi Chi / Psychology Club, APSU 2009 

GRANT AWARDS 

Rehabilitation Counselor Training Program with Specialization in Assistive Technology, 

Rehabilitation Services Administration, U. S. Department of Education, Washington, D.C., 

$1,000,000 – Co-Principal Investigator  

2014-2019 



Get Into It award grant from Special Olympics and Youth Service America for “Staying Fit, 

With Friends” community service project $500 awarded.  

2011 

United Health HEROES and Youth Service America grant award for “Eat 
Healthy, Live Healthy, Jackson County” community service program. $500 awarded  

2010 

 
AFFILIATIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS 

 
National Council on Rehabilitation Education    2012 – Current 
Golden Key National Honor Society   2012 – Current 
Rehabilitation Student Association   2011-2014 
Psi Chi National Honor Society in Psychology  
Secretary (2008-2009) 

2008- 2010 

 
COMMUNITY AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

 
Disability Support Services (SIU)  

• Volunteer note taker 
 

2014 

American Red Cross Blood Service (Missouri- Illinois Region)  
• Donation drive volunteer 

 

2014 

BREHM School-OPTIONS Program (Carbondale, IL)  
• Student volunteer 

2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS 

 
• Disability inclusion in higher education 

 
• Stigma and negative attitudes towards individuals with disabilities 

 
• Mental illness stigma 

 
• Statistical methods and analysis 

 
• Undergraduate internship and experiential learning opportunities 

 

 

 




