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CAPS AND GOWNS

 Academic caps and gowns represent a tradition which has come down from the universities of the 
Middle Ages. They were once common forms of clothing and were retained by the clergy when the la-
ity adopted modern dress. Early European universities were founded by the church and students were 
obliged to wear prescribed gowns and caps at 
all times.

 The usual color for gowns in America is black, although some universities are gradually adopting 
colors representative of their institutions. Hoods are lined with the college colors and are trimmed with 
the color appropriate to the degree.

 Caps are usually black. The tassel for the bachelor’s degree may be the color distinctive of the degree. 
The tassel for the Doctor of Philosophy is made of gold thread.

COLOR OF TASSELS
Agriculture ................................................................................................................................................. Maize

Arts...............................................................................................................................................................White

Business .........................................................................................................................................................Drab

Education .............................................................................................................................................Light Blue

Engineering ...............................................................................................................................................Orange

Fine Arts ..................................................................................................................................................... Brown

Family & Consumer Sciences ...............................................................................................................Maroon

Music ..............................................................................................................................................................Pink

Nursing ......................................................................................................................................................Salmon

Public Policy & Urban Affairs .................................................................................................................White

Sciences .......................................................................................................................................................White

Speech-Language Pathology ................................................................................................................... Maize

Speech-Language & Audiology .............................................................................................................. Maize

Social Work ................................................................................................................................................Citron

Therapeutic Recreation & Leisure Studies ................................................................................... Sage Green

Therapeutic Recreation .................................................................................................................... Sage Green
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Honorable Myron Lawson, Chair
Honorable Rani G. Whitfield, M.D., Vice Chair

Dennis J. Shields, President-Chancellor of the Southern University System and 
Secretary to the Board of Supervisors

Members of the Board

 
Marshals

University Marshal  Donovan L. Segura, Ph.D.

Chief Assistant University Marshal Lauri Patterson, J.D.

Chief Student Marshal Jalexis M. Edwards, Eight Mile, AL
 
Assistant University Marshals

 

Chief Academic Officer Luria Young, Ph.D.
 Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
 
Library Dawn Ventress Kight, Ph.D.
 Dean

Dolores Margaret Richard Spikes Dedra James Mackie, Ph.D.
  Honors College Interim Dean 

International and Barbara W. Carpenter, Ph.D.
  Continuing Education Dean

Officer of Ceremonies Johlana Turner 
   Interim Registrar

Announcer Robert René, Ph.D.
 SU Board Relations Coordinator

 

Southern University Board of Supervisors

John Alleyne
Christopher Chappell, Ph.D.
Fareed Dawan, Ph.D.
Chasse Duplantis, Ph.D.
Marlin Ford, Ph.D.
Juanita Garner, Ph.D.
Randell Henry
Yasser Ismail, Ph.D.

Melissa Johnson, Ph.D.
Ronald Jones, Ph.D.
Jarrett Landor, Ph.D. 
Jarrett Luther
Claudia Martinez, Ph.D.
Vinnie Marcell, Ph.D.
Patricia Melson, Ph.D.
Jennifer Robetson

April Toadvine, Ph.D.
Catrice Tolbert, Ph.D.
Yaw Twumasi, Ph.D.
Fred -Alan Willams, Ph.D.
Charmaine Williams, Ph.D.
Trudy Williams, Ph.D.

Honorable Tony Clayton, Port Allen
Honorable Zazell Dudley, Shreveport
Honorable Raymond M. Fondel Jr., Lake Charles
Honorable JyRon Omyrea Young ,
   Bastrop (student representative)
Honorable Maple Gaines, New Orleans
Honorable Sam A. Gilliam, Shreveport
Honorable Paul Matthews, Metairie 

Honorable Christy O. Reeves, Baton Rouge
Honorable Domoine D. Rutledge, Baton Rouge
Honorable  Edwin Shorty, New Orleans
Honorable Ann A. Smith, Kentwood
Honorable Leon R. Tarver II, Baton Rouge 
Honorable Samuel C. Tolbert Jr., Lake Charles
Honorable Arlanda Williams, Houma
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Fall 2023
Dennis J. Shields

President-Chancellor of the Southern University System 

Presiding

Processional “Pomp and Circumstance” by Sir Edward Elgar 

Invocation The Reverend Joe R. Gant Jr. 
  Pastor
  Calvary Missionary Baptist Church
  Shreveport, Louisiana

Anthems “The Star Spangled Banner” 
  “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing”
  "I Will Give Thanks Unto Thee, O Lord " By: Giaochino Rossini
  Performed by Southern University Concert Choir with  
      Band accompaniment
  Directed by Professor Laurence Hebert

Introduction of Speaker   Robert René, Ph.D.
  
Commencement Address Bishop Joseph W. Walker III, Senior Pastor
  Mt. Zion Baptist Church of Nashville, Tennessee

Presentation of                       Lt. Col. David Marshall Jr.
 Commissions Professor of Military Science
                                        Army ROTC Unit, Southern University and A&M College

 
Certification of                      Luria Young, Ph.D. 
   Degree Candidates

Awarding of Posthumous Dennis J. Shields 
   Degree 

Certification of  Luria Young, Ph.D. 
  Honorary Degree Doctor of Humane Letters 
   

Conferring of Degrees            Dennis J. Shields

                                Albertha H. Lawson, Ph.D.  
   Interim Dean, Graduate School

                                           Orlando F. McMeans, Ph.D.   
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   Chancellor/Dean, College Of Agricultural, Human And  
      Environmental Sciences

                                           Donald Andrews, Ph.D.  
   Dean, College of Business

                                           Cynthia Bryant, Ph.D. 
   Dean, College of Humanities and Interdisciplinary Studies                                   

   Sandra C. Brown, DNS 
   Dean, College of Nursing and Allied Health  

   Patrick Carriere, Ph.D. 
   Dean, College of Sciences and Engineering 
 
                                           Damien Ejigiri, Ph.D. 
   Dean, Nelson Mandela College of Government and  
     Social Sciences

 Remarks &  Dennis J. Shields
  Acknowledgements

Induction into                         Kendric Stewart, Ph.D.                                                                                                                                            
   Alumni Federation                    Director, Southern University Alumni Affairs and 
        Executive Director, Southern University Alumni Federation

The Alma Mater                    “O Southern, Dear Southern”  
                                       By R.E. Brown Jr.

Benediction  The Reverend Joe R. Gant Jr.

Recessional “Pomp and Circumstance” by Sir Edward Elgar

The following list of graduates represents the most accurate information available at publication.  
The appearance of a name on this program and/or participation in the ceremony is  

presumptive of graduation, but not conclusive.
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DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE

SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY GRADUATE SCHOOL
Ashagre A. Yigletu, Ph.D., Dean

CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES

FALL 2023

Nursing

Lanell Danine Kent-Craig, Zachary
Dissertation Title: Lifestyle-Promoting Behaviors,  
 Exercise Self-Efficacy, and Perceived  
 Benefits and Barriers to Exercising  
 Among African American Undergraduate  
 Students at a HBCU 
Major Professor:  Wanda Spurlock, Ph.D.

Monique Dannette Barconey, New Orleans
Capstone Title: Choking Risk and Parental Food  
 Feeding Practices in WIC Participants 11  
 Months to 3 Years of Age
Capstone Advisor:  Wanda Spurlock, Ph.D.

Kissley Renee Wiggins Booker, Zachary
Capstone Title: Non-Milk Beverage Intake  
 Patterns Among 11 Month to 4-Year-Old  
 WIC Participants
Capstone Advisor:  Wanda Spurlock, Ph.D.

Keiuna Rasheeda Cropper-Patin, Zachary
Capstone Title: Milk and Fruit Juice Intake  
 Among Children 1 to 3 Years of Age  
 Enrolled in a WIC Program
Capstone Advisor:  Wanda Spurlock, Ph.D.

Y’Annika Anjané Edwards, La’Place
Capstone Title: Bottle Feeding Frequency and  
 Amount Amongst Infants Newborn to 
 8 Months Old Participating in a 
 WIC Program
Capstone Advisor:  Wanda Spurlock, Ph.D.

Hillary Elizabeth Ryland Gelpi, Baton Rouge
Capstone Title:  Risk for Early Childhood Dental  
 Caries and Infants 1 to 3 Months Old  
 Enrolled in a WIC Program
Capstone Advisor:  Ruby Sheree Miller, DNP, 
  APRN, FNP-BC

Yoshika Lalanne Croute Hayward, Mansura
Capstone Title: Parental Weight Concerns and  
 Meal/Snacking Patterns of WIC  
 Participants Ages 11 Months to 2 Year
Capstone Advisor:  Wanda Spurlock, Ph.D.

Ebony Anita Harris Smith, Lafayette
Capstone Title: Trimester and Health Promotion  
 Practices Among African American  
 Pregnant Women
Capstone Advisor: Ruby Sheree Miller, DNP, 
 APRN, FNP-BC

Michelda Makeba West, Kenner
Capstone Title: Parental Bottle Preparation  
 Practices and Infant Formula Type Among  
 WIC Participants Ages Newborn to  
 3 Months
Capstone Advisor: Ruby Sheree Miller, DNP,  
 APRN, FNP-BC

Monique Pierre Williams, Zachary
Capstone Title:  Parity Status and Breastfeeding  
 Duration of Postpartum Women Enrolled  
 in a WIC Program
Capstone Advisor: Ruby Sheree Miller, DNP, 
 APRN, FNP-BC

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
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Public Policy

Executive Public Policy

Titilope Akinsanmi, Ikeja, Nigeria
Dissertation Title:  An Examination  
 Of The Relationship  
 Between Vocational- 
 Technical (Vte) Education  
 And Economic Growth In  
 Nigeria, (1991-2022)
Major Professor: Augustine Adu Frimpong, Ph.D 

Stephone K. Addison, Baton Rouge
Dissertation Title:  An Examination of the  
 Relationship Between Social-Ecological
  Factors of Gun Violence and Youth 
 Gun Homicide in Louisiana, U.S.A.: 
 Policy Implications.
Major Professor:  Onyumbe Lukongo, Ph.D. 

Marie Pauline Lopy Correa-Fernandes, 
Dakar, Senegal
Dissertation Title:  An Examination of Medicaid  
 Spending Related to the Mental Health 
 Population in Louisiana: Policy 
 Implications
Major Professor:  Melanie Johnson, Ph.D. 
Alberta Robertson, Baton Rouge
Dissertation Title:  An Analysis Of  
 Online Degree Programs  
 And Their Impact On  
 Enrollment, Retention, And  
 Graduation Rates At  
 Historically Black Colleges  
 And Universities (Hbcus)  
 In The United States: Policy  
 Implications
Major Professor:  Onyumbe Lukongo, Ph.D. 
 

Phillippe Eugene Cargile Andal,  
  New Haven, CT
Dissertation Title:  The Comparative  
 Analysis Of Suspensions And 
 Expulsions In Special 
 Education Vs General 
 Education: The Case Of 
 Louisiana
Major Professor: Onyumbe Lukongo, Ph.D. 

Lionel Johnson Jr., St. Gabriel
Dissertation Title:  Collaborative Flood
 Policy Implementation: The  
 Case Of Bayou Manchac,  
 Spanish Lake And  
 St. Gabriel, La
Major Professor: Revathi I Hines, Ph.D. 

Maat-Njeri Emayana Latham, Katy,TX
Dissertation Title:  Exploring Graduation  
 Disparities Among Students with  
 Disabilities in the South: Assessing the  
 Impact of IDEA Policy Implementation
Major Professor: Vanessa Greenslade, Ph.D.

Brandy Nicole Luther, Baton Rouge
Dissertation Title: An Analysis Of 
 Public Library Funding: 
 Policy Implications For 
 Democratic And Republican 
 Library Districts
Major Professor: Onyumbe Lukongo, Ph.D.

Kimberly Diane Shelton, Cordova, TN
Dissertation Title:  Examining Healthcare Access 
 in Rural and Urban Areas in Tennessee: 
 Policy Implications
Major Professor: Anthony Igiede, Ph.D. 

Tammy Regina Armant-Hill, Geismar 
Dissertation Title:  The Comparative 
 Analysis Of Suspensions And 
 Expulsions In Special 
 Education Vs General 
 Education: The Case Of 
 Louisiana
Major Professor: Revathi Hines, Ph.D. 
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MASTER OF ARTS

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Farrell Lynette Knighten, Baton Rouge Julie Denise Wilson, Baker

Olatunji Abdulrahman Ahmed, 
   Lagos, Nigeria
Joy Tynaé Antoine, Baton Rouge
Jordan Marsalis Clanton, Baton Rouge
James Darin Eaglin Jr., New Orleans
Peyton Ashley Fontenot, Lafayette
Towonda Freeman, Baker
Cherian Markiana Grady, Baton Rouge
Aisha L. Griffin, Baton Rouge
Hameed Habeeb, Ogun State, Nigeria
Austin Michael Haensel, Metairie
Sydney Johnson, Baton Rouge

Joy Marie Thomas Jones, Baton Rouge
Jared Terald Menson, Zachary
Larry Moore Jr. Denham Springs
Cedric Dwaine Noel, Maringouin
Arisekola Abideen Olayinka, 
   Lagos, Nigeria
Terika Pigott, Bogalusa
Jenee Latrice Porter, Sunshine
Jarvais R. Robinson, Baton Rouge
Bryan Gernard Tanner, Zachary
Phillip Asti Thomas, Baton Rouge

Science and Mathematics Education

Urban Forestry

Alva Millican, Zachary
Dissertation Title: Examining the Impact of  
 Computer Simulation on Undergraduate  
 Senior Nursing Students at an HBCU
Major Professor:  Francesca Mellieon- 
                Williams, Ph.D. 

Opeyemi Peter Ojajuni,  
   Ondo State, Nigeria
Dissertation Title: Exploring the Impact of  
 Immersive Technology on Engineering  
 Students' Computational Thinking 
 (CT) Skills
Major Professor: Albertha Lawson, Ph.D. 

Ratana Prinyawiwatkul, Baton Rouge
Dissertation Title:  A Study of Factors Impacting  
 Student Achievement in Computer  
 Literacy Courses
Major Professor: Francecsa Mellieon- 
                Williams, Ph.D. 

Joyce McClendon-Peralta, Clinton
Dissertation Title:  Modeling of Air Pollution and  
 Related Health Issues in Baton Rouge,  
 Louisiana
Major Professor: Yaw Twumasi, Ph.D. 

Beattra Solomon Wilson, Upper Marlboro, MD
Dissertation Title: Branching Out: Enhancing  
 Minority Leadership Training in the  
 Urban Forestry Profession
Major Professor: Yadong Qi, Ph.D.
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MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

MASTER OF EDUCATION

MASTER OF SCIENCE

EXECUTIVE MASTERS OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

Jarvis Lee Rideau, Opelousas Shaway’ne Ursin, Gonzales

ONLINE MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Educational Leadership

Biology 

Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Clinical Rehabilitation Counseling

Ja’Mya Lanette Rucker, Baton Rouge
Thesis:  Ecotoxicological Impacts of  
 Tetrachloroethylene on Lemna Minor
Thesis Advisor: Md. Ekhtear Hossain, Ph.D. 

Karan Chandra Thota, Karimnagar, India
Thesis: Evaluation of Phytochemical and  
 Antimicrobial Properties of Loropetalum  
 Chinense Leaf Extract
Thesis Advisor: Md. Ekhtear Hossain, Ph.D. 

Brianna Ariel Travis, Baton Rouge
Thesis: Evaluation of Angio-Suppressive Activity  
 of Loropetalum Chinense Leaf Extract on
  Developing Chick Embryo Using  
 Chorioallantoic Membrane Assay
Thesis Advisor: Md. Ekhtear Hossain, Ph.D. 

Ridge Diaz Wells, Macon, GA

Diamond Tiarra Carter, Woodville, MS
Jada Patrice Delpit, Baker
Justin Khari Henry, North Plainfield, NJ
Donald Jeff Lewis III, New Iberia
Jada Rachelle Modicue, Baton Rouge

Yolanda Parker, Baton Rouge
Khaleel Shakur Paskel, Baton Rouge
Brittney VonTres Scott, Ferriday
Jayln René Tate, Baton Rouge

Angelisa Nichelle Allen, Gonzales
Ashley M. Blake, Denham Springs
Sarah Francis Gleason Chidlow, Baton Rouge

Brittany Shená Melancon, Baton Rouge
Kristi Rose Ruffin, Baker
Setarah Jenae Washington, Arlington, TX

Teri Lynn Hoffman, Grand Prairie, TX
L’Jean McKneely, Baton Rouge

Antoinette K. King Patterson, Baton Rouge
Sydni Williams, Baton Rouge 

Megan J. Bethly, Baker
Elietrenay Déorebre Mason, Baton Rouge

Jaci Ciara Mosby, Addis
Stevie Nicole Woods, Baton Rouge

Norma Belton, Celina, TX
Ramona Lynn Drewery, Baton Rouge

Kyllie M. Jenkins, Baton Rouge
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Akhilesh Goud Bandaru, Corpus Christi, TX
Nitya Bathula, Telangana, India
Bhargava Reddy Bolla, Nellore, 
   Andhra Pradesh, India
Pavan Yadav Challa, Telangana, India
Sai Dilip Chinthada, Kakinada, India
Sharvani Dasari, Telangana, India
Ashrith Bharadwaj Gadepally, 
Hanamkonda, India

Rakesh Gogineni, Chinthamotu, India
Thesis: Identification of Covid-19 Spreaders Using 
 Machine Learning Algorithms
Thesis Advisor: Sudhir Trivedi, Ph.D. 

Rajeswari Julakanti, Hyderabad, India
Khadizatul Kobra, Galachipa,  
   Patuakhali, Bangladesh
Chakravarthi Konduru, Telangana, India
Tanvi Kote, Hyderabad, India
Krishna Priyanka Kotipalli,  
   Hyderabad, India
Srujan Kukalakunta, Vijayawada, India
Sasank Kukalakunta, Vijayawada, India
Rohith Goud Mallarapu, Telangana, India
Amarendar Reddy Moku, Jangaon, India 
Venkateswara Rao Pamarthi,  
   Khammam, India

Sravanthi Peddi, Warangal, India
Thesis: Identification of Covid-19 Among  
 Asymptomatic Carriers Using Smart  
 Watches
Thesis Advisor: Sudhir Trivedi, Ph.D.

Tarun Sagar Rachakonda, 
   Hyderabad, India
Sindhu Rangineni, Hyderabad, India
Wooradi Rishab Dev, Saroor Nagar, India
Kranthi Kumar Reddy Sheri, 
   Telangana, India
Amardeep Singh, Hyderabad, India

Jashandeep Singh Sran, Bathinda, India
Thesis: Weather Forecasting Using Auto  
 Regressive Models
Thesis Advisor: Sudhir Trivedi, Ph.D. 

Rajashekar Tekurala, Telangana, India
Rohan Prashanth Thashamshetty, 
   Telangana, India
Pavan Kumar Raju Tirumalaraju, 
   Kakinada, India
Santhosh Reddy Varkuti, 
   Andhra Pradesh, India
Sudheer Kumar Vemuri, Guntur, 
   Andhra Pradesh, India

Kamryn Tori Williams, Baton Rouge
Thesis: Effectiveness of Facial Recognition
  Technology in Surveillance
Thesis Advisor: Sudhir Trivedi, Ph.D. 

Computer Science
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Kiara Wykini Shantrell Bynum, Port Allen
Lasunia Cortreice McKneely, Baker

Alycia Anne Primus, Baton Rouge
Monica Yvette Robertson, Baton Rouge

Criminal Justice

Executive Masters in Criminal Justice

Engineering

Kevin Louis Bell, Grand Prairie, TX
Alexzandra Kay Greene, Baton Rouge
Nicole Nachelle Goree, Baton Rouge
Zakariyyah McGinnis, Zachary

Valencia DeAvis Morgan, Baton Rouge
Desiree Lashell Daniels Reese, Baker
Juan Marichel Rose, Belton, TX

Emmanuel Kwaku Aidoo, Accra, Ghana
Thesis: Investigation Of Thermal 
 And Mechanical Properties 
 Of Agricultural Waste-
 Reinforced Polymer 
 Composites
Thesis Advisor: Patrick Mensah, Ph.D. and 
  Maryam Jahan, Ph.D. 

Samuel Smith Amoafo-Yeboah,  
  Accra, Ghana
Thesis: Numerical Investigation of Optimum 
 Phase Change Material Evaporator  
 Thickness for a High-Efficiency  
 Refrigerator with Cold Thermal Energy 
  Storage
Thesis Advisor: Patrick Mensah, Ph.D. 

Raelyn Leigh Henderson, Baton Rouge
Thesis: Investigating the High-Temperature 
 Oxidation of Ti-6A1-4V by Laser Powder
 Bed Fusion
Thesis Advisor: Congyuan Zeng, Ph.D. 

Kayura L. Jones, Baldwin 

Madhurima Kundu, Konnagar, India
Thesis: Block Copolymer Formation and Synthesis
 of Fingerprint-Patterned AZO Nanowires
Thesis Advisor: Fred Lacy, Ph.D. 

Rowland McFadden Jr., Pine Bluff, AR
Thesis: Photovoltaic MPPT Performance Tuning
Thesis Advisor:  Radian Belu, Ph.D. 

Obed Tetteh, Saki, Ghana
Thesis: Repeated and Catalyst-Free Healing of  
 Low-Velocity Impact Induced Damages in
  a New Orthogrid-Stiffened Sandwich 
 Panel
Thesis Advisor: Guoqiang Li, Ph.D. 

Jeremy Stephen Wade, Baton Rouge

Daniel Yeboah, Accra, Ghana
Thesis: Template-Deposition Method for Advanced 
 Antenna Fabrication
Thesis Advisor: Fareed Dawan, Ph.D. 



Nursing

Urban Forestry

John Theron Aubert, Jr., Zachary
Bradley Craig Dickey, Baton Rouge
Keyshia De’nae Lindsey, Prairieville    

Ryan Nicholas Mossey, Ball
Michael Evan Williams, Central      

Elizabeth Oluwafunmilayo Babalola, Baton Rouge
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Payton M. Beaner, Lafayette
Ki'Aunysti D. Brown, Slaughter 
Winston M. Horton, Nashville, TN
Destyne L. Howard, Cypress, TX

Ricky Julien Jr., Sunset
Michael Polite, Baton Rouge
Depore P. Rosemond, Donaldsonville
Yasmyne K. Wells, Baton Rouge

Agricultural Sciences

Family and Consumer Sciences

Deron Andrew Isom, New Orleans Omari Daniel Phillips, Baton Rouge

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, HUMAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
Orlando F. McMeans, Ph.D., Chancellor/ Dean

Destyne L. Howard, Student Marshal

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Aniya J. Clark, Mesquite, TX
Saveon J. Dents, Opelousas
Aysha Nicole Finch, Fife, WA
Timia L. Freeman, Palmetto

*Tia M. Gorrell, Houma
Altaya A. Thomas, Prairieville
Rinity L. Tobias, Baton Rouge
Lacie Rochelle Williams, New Orleans

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN URBAN FORESTRY

Kristy L. Garrett, Gonzales
Jacorey Dyshon James, Baton Rouge
Mya Terian Phillips, Harvey

Sierra M. Session, New Orleans
Carlace A. Thomas, Plaquemine
Doniesha Young, Baker

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ACCOUNTING

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Donald Andrews, Ph.D., Dean

Kyra Anisa Walker, Student Marshal

Jasmine P. Davis, Natchitoches
Corey G. Harris Jr., Covington
Kahleel O. Howard, Zachary
Jalon Jamerson, Denham Springs

Trevon Cortez Lewis, New Orleans
Jaylin Marleah Mason, Prairieville
Makia J. Triplett, Gulfport, MS
Noah Kaliph Williams, Fairburn, GA

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN FINANCE

*Posthumous Degree
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COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Cynthia Bryant,  Ph.D., Dean

Jalexis M. Edwards, Student Marshal

BACHELOR OF ARTS
English

Jalexis M. Edwards, Eight Mile, AL
Valerie Imani Johnson, Selma, AL
Deshannon L. Quiett, Baton Rouge

Annika Glenee' Robinson, Stonewall
Kelley L. Watts, Stone Mountain, GA

Cyntoria J. Kirkendoll, Bossier City Taylor Alyse Newman, Baton Rouge

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MASS COMMUNICATIONS

Ebony B. Allen, Baton Rouge
Alysia B. Baker, Wildsville
Pedro C. Brooks, Baton Rouge
Ja'Kobe Verdale Brumfield, Baton Rouge
Kendall James Byers, Crowley
Derick D. Chambers, Shreveport
Erion Davison, Baton Rouge
Christopher Lazavier Hunter,  
   North Little Rock, AR
Diane Isom, Dayton, OH

Skylar C. Parhms, Monroe
Nodea Sewell, Natchez, MS
Josiah Tanner, Zachary
Kori A. Toliver, New Orleans
Raven Varnado, Denham Springs
Macy M. Vessell, Baton Rouge
Thomas Daniel Walker III, New Orleans
Janae Williams, Shreveport
Joshua Andrew Williams, Mobile, AL

Maliah Janee Avie, Los Angeles, CA
Nya E. Campbell, Grand Prairie, TX
Alon B. Garnett, Chicago, IL
Cierra D. Jackson, Houston, TX

Andre Jamaal Jones, Ocala, FL
Kaymen St. Junious, Iowa Colony, TX
Darius D. Washington, Baton Rouge
Zhandra Ashanta Wilson, Leesville

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MARKETING

Briah Lajoy Anderson, Dallas, TX
Kyla R. Bates, Zachary
Pauline Hamilton Brown, Zachary
Anthony J. Butler, New Roads
Mariah La'Shea Cage, Baton Rouge
Kalyn Ayesha Dempsey, Plaquemine
Mary Gatlin, Franklinton
Megan Gatlin, Franklinton
Laila Janese Johnson, Lake Charles
Christian Deshaun Lane, Cypress, TX
Jalin Jaquan Martin, Ferriday

Carla C. Mitchell, Baton Rouge
Rachel Alyssa Pierite, Mansura
Amber Nicole Porter, Baton Rouge
Meiundra Sideboard, Prairieville
Derri'Quisha D. Sonnier, Opelousas
Kyra Anisa Walker, Mesquite, TX
Paige A. Walker, Baton Rouge
Alexandra Washington, Baton Rouge
Lawanda Washington, Bayou Goula
Monick P. Williams, Walker

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

1 4

History



Souther n Univers it y  and A&M C olle g e

COLLEGE OF NURSING AND ALLIED HEALTH
Sandra Brown, DNS, APRN, FNP-BC, CNE, ANEF, FAANP, FAAN, Ph.D., Dean

Ryan W. Ollison,  Student Marshal

BACHELOR OF MUSIC

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Kristian G. Blakeney, Browns Summit, NC
Walter Cornelius Cressy, Baton Rouge
Jamon D. Malbrough, Houston, TX

Latham E. Mims, New Orleans
Brandon Edward Smith, Baton Rouge

Javia D. Anderson, White Castle
Rhavyn Kenedi Barnes, Hattiesburg, MS
Tahlor H. Haynes, Addis

Beverly J. Mansfield, Melville
Tshemika A. Moorer, Mobile, AL
Imani S. Savoy, Lake Charles

Rehabilitation Services

Therapeutic Recreation & Leisure Studies

Taylor Coleman, Baton Rouge
Rickayla Latasha Davis, Franklinton
Curtiana J. Johnson-Senegal,  
  Missouri City, TX

Ryan W. Ollison, Lewisville, TX
Rahem Jamarki Shorter, Pattison, MS

Trinity S. Alexander, Baton Rouge
Shayla Alfred, St. Martinville
Dymon M. Barrow, Westwego
Royaile N. Billups, Lake Charles
Tia L. Collins, Baker
Sierra Renee Davis, New Orleans
Brynn Elise Hill, DeSoto, TX
Katasia Anaya Horsey, Baton Rouge
Jayla Nicole Jackson, Camden, AR
Mykayla V. Jackson, Mesquite, TX
Justice Green Johnson, Baton Rouge

Torrn Ke'Shun Kirkendoll, Memphis, TX
Centrelle M. Martin, Saint Martinville
Kalyn Martin, Saint James
Raina Marie Mason, Breaux Bridge
Alexandrea Briana McDaniel, Cedar Hill, TX
Amber Kiara Morris, Lufkin, TX
Chyna T. Nguyen, Port Arthur, TX
Beloveson Philippe, Orlando, FL
Chekyria White, Cincinnati, OH
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BACHELOR OF INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

Airielle Ejhari- Reneé Brooks, New Orleans
Jalen T. Campbell, Winona, MS
Jasmine Kennedy Glasper, Baton Rouge
Tia Hudson, Mansfield
Keesha T. Jackson, Baton Rouge
Hillory Johnson, Baker
Jade Reneal Johnson, Little Rock. AR
Shaunice Love, Detroit, MI
Annette Smith McCorkle, Baton Rouge
*Bryan C. Pecot, Baton Rouge

Monika Diane Pitts, Baton Rouge
Justin Plummer, Saint Louis, MO
Yasren T. Pollard, Port Allen
Ameka F. Thomas, Addis
Kyré Anisha Walker, Mesquite, TX
Tia'Shane Ja'Quese Washington,  
   Trotwood, OH
Akeshia Latrice Williams, Baton Rouge
Marcus Sean Williams, Ellenwood, GA

*Posthumous Degree



Rayegan Zunia Abdullah, Baton Rouge
Stanley Obinna Adimorah, Baton Rouge
Kayla Jo'Lynn Anderson, Centreville, MS
Daila D. Augustus, Baton Rouge
Jordyn A. Austin, Biloxi, MS
Dominique Patrice Banks, Springfield
Charisse J. Becnel, New Orleans
Kenneth Adrian Bowie, Monroe
Bradley Brignac, Baton Rouge
Destiny L. Campbell, Baton Rouge
Ariana S. Canales, Baker
Julianna Chalas, LaPlace
Jada Davonne Childers, Tuscaloosa, AL
Keristen K. Christopher, Baton Rouge
Laquencia Tyshaé Clark, Baton Rouge
Jada L. Coleman, Opelousas
Denver Comeaux, Abbeville
Laderricka T. Covington, Zachary
Alanna N. Coward, Baton Rouge
Destiny Janae Cox, Memphis, TN
Nisha Elizabeth Cox, Chicago, IL
Cardecia R. Crofton, New Iberia
Michaela Jenai Culbertson, Riverside, CA
Brinney H. Davis, Baton Rouge
Adia A. Dixon, Little Elm, TX
Alyssa G. Dixon, Greenwell Springs
Alvinia Y. Donahue, Zachary
D'Yani Daysha Donaldson, Ruskin, FL
Jahmea Williams Doucet, Baton Rouge
Dekevion D. Douglas, Shreveport
Terry Ledale Dunn, Norwood
Chasity Moné Gaddison, Lafayette
Maya N. Green, Zachary
Kennady M. Harrell, Brandywine, MD
Harrinika T. Harris, Metairie
Alora D. Hurst, Baton Rouge
Dlonie Jackson, Dequincy
Racquel Jiles, Zachary
Daisjah Renaé Johnson, Baker

Dericka Trenise Johnson, Zachary
Jaiahna Brinae Johnson, Convent
Jasmine J. Johnson, Port Allen
Tamychell Q. Johnson, Geismar
Mikayla Danise Jones, Lake Charles
Precious Tanna Jones, Rowlett, TX
Malcolm Kay, Baton Rouge
Aniya S. Lewis, Helena, AL
Jalynne B. Lewis, Napoleonville
Kennyja R. Love, Clinton
Michael C. Malone, Baton Rouge
Brandy L. Marshall, Denham Springs
Ajaycia N. McCurtis, New Iberia
Cameron Angelle McDaniel, Patterson
Camey T. Miller, Baton Rouge
Sydney E. Minor, Lafayette
Diamond Shadai Moore, Hammond, IN
E'Laziah Da'Jonique Nickerson, Orange, TX
D'Addrick S. Nixon, Port Allen
Andrea Jernea Parker, Bossier City
Mikaysha N. Pierson, Port Allen
Alexius R. Pittman, Baton Rouge
Damya Z. Puryear, Glenn Heights, TX
Jarmoyhl Ferdale Ragsdale II, Mansfield
T'Anna N. Rainey, Natchitoches
Neko J. Redd, Baton Rouge
Nedra Nicole Rogers, Baton Rouge
Kadedrah Marie Ross, West Monroe
Tyrianna Denise Scott, Prairieville
Vanaya Sharell Scott, Kent, WA
Kassidy R. Smith, Pineville
Chalese A. Stepter, Prairieville
Emilee N. Taylor, Baton Rouge
Taja D. Taylor, Hammond
Trinity L. Taylor, Baton Rouge
Tia Kay White, Zachary
Jyra A. Wilkins, Slidell
Lauryn Williams, Baton Rouge
Amber Deshay Wright, Baker
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN SPEECH PATHOLOGY AND AUDIOLOGY

Jasmine L. Brooks, Alexander, AR

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CIVIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

Mathematics and Physics

Tamberlynn R. Brown, Baton Rouge

Kevin Godwin Amoussou, Mountain View, CA
Justin R. Broussard, Port Arthur, TX
George M. Coleman, Baton Rouge
Channing Duncan, Baker
Mark Anthony Hawkins, Baton Rouge
Jahli Keith Hendricks, Philadelphia, PA
Delano R. Matthews Jr., Villa Rica, GA

Carlos Humberto Munoz-Salazar,  
  Baton Rouge
Joel C. Profit, New Orleans
Jermaine Lamonté Sanders, Angie
Mathew H. Smith, Matteson, IL
Asher Spivey, Atlanta, GA
Travyon Markil Stevens, Alexandria

Sidney D'Andre Boyd, Baker
Sylvester Carroll, Greensburg
Hipolito Chagoya, Maurepas
Lemoyne O. Cobb, Baker
Maiya Hollywood, Duncanville, TX
Japorcha Joubert, Baker
Jammie R. Mccastle, Baton Rouge

Sameera N. Mohamed, Baton Rouge
Troy J. Morris, Baton Rouge
Devin J. Raby, Baton Rouge
Adya M. Smalls, Peachtree Corners, GA
Jasiri Ali Solomon, East Point, GA
Tywin K. Tate, Franklinton

Kaylynn Armstrong, Bossier City
Osazuwa Awanbor, Baton Rouge
Labreya Oreyauna Brumfield, Moss Point, MS
Nicole E. Lang, Baton Rouge

Javin S. Leggett, Baton Rouge
Keria W. Snowden, Baton Rouge
Devin P. Wicker, Baker

Carlos M. Brister, Hammond
Kaitlyn N. Burrell, Breaux Bridge
Mahcoe Dejuan Edwards Jr., Baton Rouge
Elgin Hodges, Baton Rouge

Ronald A. Jackson, Baton Rouge
Stan Mays, Baton Rouge
Nyzeik J. Mckeel, Baton Rouge
Ta'John M. Semien, Opelousas
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COLLEGE OF SCIENCES AND ENGINEERING
Patrick Carriere, Ph.D., Dean

George M. Coleman, Student Marshal

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Biology

Nadia Cyan-Marie Andrews, Pineville
Ryan J. Baker, Slidell
Deja Laday Brown, Kansas City, MO
Kayla M. Daigle, Donaldsonville
Teyanna Nicole Hayes, Zachary
Kayli L. Isaac, Vacherie
Latisa M. Jenkins, White Castle
Destiny R. Jones, Lake Providence
D'Metrie Archield King, Baton Rouge
Keri Dinea Kuykendoll, Monroe
Monika A. Lewis, Baton Rouge

Tenae O. Marshall, LaPlace
Kamryn Treyion Milligan, Saint Rose
Alayla R. Northern, Rosedale
Amaria K. Prophette, Baton Rouge
Nijah Nicole Richmond, Newellton
Diamond Breon Shropshire, Baton Rouge
Sha'Lynde Smith, New Orleans
Georgia Torrence, Baton Rouge
Tiana Renee Turner, New Orleans
Kennedy A. Whitfield, Port Allen
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Psychology

Political Science

Sociology

NELSON MANDELA COLLEGE OF GOVERNMENT AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Damien Ejigiri, Ph.D., Dean

Jaidyn L. Nix, Student Marshal
 

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Triniti M. Cheatham, Phoenix, AR
Mya MonéT Donahue, Baton Rouge
Asia B. Recasner, Baton Rouge

Kentya R. Strickland, Memphis, TN
Demarcus Duane Terry, Denison, TX
Trinity A. Williams, Logansport

Paris M. Bryant, Prairieville
Ashaley G. Carter, Manor, TX
Angela Lynette Charles, Lafayette
Justin Clay Clark, Baton Rouge
Deja C. Crayton, New Orleans
Maya Paige Dolliole, New Orleans
Key-Anna LéChaun Freeman, Baton Rouge
Kayla M. Guine, Baton Rouge
Kaitlyn Hale, Houston, TX
Tuneishia B. Harris, Aurora, CO
Nadena Henry, Baton Rouge
Jothi T. Hines, Baton Rouge
Myyah Husamadeen, Shaker Heights, OH
Jada S. Jackson, Houma
Kymberly Michelle Jackson, Olive Branch, MS
Lacey Marie Jackson, Opelousas
Chasity Dariale Jordan, Baton Rouge

Breshon Adrianna Myers, Addis
Surya T. Nero, Magnolia, TX
Christanee M. Papillion, Lake Charles
Chase Robinson, Bastrop
Mariyah Alizae Sandoval,  
  Garden Grove, CA
Blair Casey Scott, Inglewood, CA
Alexis Smith, Natchez, MS
Caleb Ashton Tart, Hattiesburg MS
Kyricia Money Tennessee, Baton Rouge
Lindsey Nicole Ugas, Houma
Madisyn Lyndsey Verge, Ontario
Kendrell G. Walker, Lafayette
Madison Kai' Weatherspoon, Atlanta, GA
Jantay E. Williams, Patterson
Trinity F. Williams, Shreveport
Joenique K. Woods, New Orleans

Micah Essance Bridges, New Orleans
Kiara A. Holliday, Baton Rouge
Edward Farrell Magee Jr., Kentwood
Festus Ndumanya, Nigeria
Jalen Alan Reynolds, Covington

Paige Dominique Sellers, Baton Rouge
Jazia J. Thorn, Lafayette
Marlon Charles Young, Opelousas
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN SOCIAL WORK

Shanie A. Achane, Jennings
Yvette Lynn Blacknell, Baton Rouge
Ariana N. Boudreaux, New Orleans
Breanna Decuir, Baton Rouge
Alizah Taleha Francois, Silver Spring, MD
Dashun Montreal Island, Delhi
Asha N. Lewis, Humble, TX

Kassidy D. Richard, Opelousas
Makayla M. Sanders, Los Angeles, CA
Alexis A'Vonti Sandifer, Covington
Kaliah Sibley, Baton Rouge
Keiosha Shantice Smith, Baton Rouge
Bria JéNae Washington, Clinton

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Aaron Denzel Andrews, Baton Rouge
Deondre Augustine, Gesimar
Shanta R. Barnes, Baton Rouge
Tatiana Maria Vernsha Berry, Nashville, TN
Alliyah Samon Brandon, Aberdeen, MS
Joshua K. Broussard, Denham Springs
Jerry A. Burkett, Hattiesburg, MS
Dasha T. Castille, Lafayette
Nykeeia D. Comena, Zachary
Breiona M. Darby, Zwolle
Tia Denea Darjean, Jennings
Derrick Devon Davis, LaPlace
Rolanda L. Davis, Baker
Roshunda R. Davis, Baton Rouge
Deonté M. Dotson, Central
Eli Justin Fields, Charlotte, NC
Laiyah Frazier, St. James
Krysten D. Goodman, Baton Rouge
Iyanna P. Hanchett, Eunice
Alexis Haynes, Baton Rouge
Mersadie A. Haynes, Lake Providence
Jalani B. Hill, Gonzales
A'kyah Hillmon, Rex, GA
Aryanna A. Jenkins, Addis

Jamie Farrington Johnson, Winnsboro
Maya R. Jones, Gonzales
Tyler Jamon Judson, Zachary
Kennedi Lawrence, Gonzales
Taylar D. Major, Winnsboro
Jordan Monroe, Ocala, FL
Deerica Lashayla Myres, Bogalusa
Gustavo Adolfo Nava Sanchez, Alloway, NJ
Jaidyn L. Nix, Cedar Park, TX
Arjanae Keona Palmer, Houston, TX
Raheem T. Pierce, Plaquemine
Armani A. Pitts, Baton Rouge
Caulin Wesley Prince, Allen, TX
Jasmine M. Richardson, Donaldsonville
Lanaá Z. Robertson, Thibodaux
Sydney Claire Robin, Prairieville
Jan Eric Rollon, Queen Creek, AZ
Kayla R. Savoy, St. Martinville
Elijah A. Scott, Gonzales
Therronia C. Smith, Baton Rouge
Hunter Ryan Tabb, Lafayette
Akira Simone Tucker, Fort Worth, TX
Kureyus S. Williams, Baton Rouge
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DOLORES MARGARET RICHARD SPIKES
HONORS COLLEGE GRADUATES

Completing their Matriculation with Full Honors
Deadra James Mackie, Ph.D., Dean, Honors College

and Professor of Mechanical Engineering, College of Sciences and Engineering

Rayegan Abdullah
Degree: B.S. in Nursing
Thesis Title: A Review of Literature:  African  
 American Mortality Rate in the  
 United States
Thesis Advisor: Karen Clark, Ph.D. 
 Assistant Professor of Nursing
 Coord. of the Office of Nursing  
    Research 
 Department of Nursing
 School of Nursing & Allied Health

LaBreya O. Brumfield
Degree:  B.S. in Electrical Engineering
Thesis Title:  Autonomous Robotic Car Using Lane  
 Detection with Deep Learning
Thesis Advisor:  Yasser Ismail, Ph.D. 
 Assistant Professor of Engineering
 Department of Electrical Engineering
 College of Sciences and Engineering

Jalexis M. Edwards
Degree:  B.A. in English
Thesis Title: Depictions of Necessary Trauma in  
 Literary Texts
Thesis Advisor: Caitlin Simmons, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor of English
 Department of English
 College of Humanities and 
    Interdisciplinary Studies

Maya Green
Degree:  B.S. in Nursing
Thesis Title:  Healing with Music: A Narrative  
 Literature Review on the Use of Music- 
 Based Interventions as an Adjuvant  
 Therapy in Critical Care Patients
Thesis Advisor:  Gwendolyn Livous, Ph.D.,  
 MSN, BSN, RN
 Assistant Professor of Nursing
 Department of Nursing
 School of Nursing and Allied Health

Maya Jones
Degree:  B.S. in Criminal Justice  
Thesis Title: Forgotten History of Forced 
 Sterilization in the U.S. Against 
 Minorities, Incarcerated, Mentally and 
 Physically Disabled Individuals: Stressing
 on African American Women in Prisons 
Thesis Advisor:  Jiseun Sohn, Ph.D.
 Associate Professor of Criminal  
    Justice
 Department of Criminal Justice
 College of Government and 
    Social Science

Annika Robinson
Degree:  B.A. in English  
Thesis Title: If My Cultural Dialect Isn’t A Lan 
 guage, Then Tell Me, What Is It? Bridging  
 the Gap Between Standard Language 
 Ideology and Linguistic Diversity in Schools 
Thesis Advisor:  Caitlin Simmons, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor of English
 Department of English 
 College of Humanities and  
    Interdisciplinary Studies
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CANDIDATES FOR COMMISSION
FALL 2023

United States Army

Second Lieutenant Nadia Cyan-Marie Andrews
United States Army (Active Duty) 
Medical Service Corps  
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Rayegan Zunia Abdullah
Briah Lajoy Anderson

Kayla Jo'Lynn Anderson
Jasmine L. Brooks
Deja Laday Brown

Joshua K. Broussard
Labreya Oreyauna Brumfield

Triniti M. Cheatham
Rickayla Latasha Davis

Maya N. Green

Iyanna P. Hanchett
Andre Jamaal Jones

Japorcha Joubert
D'Metrie Archield King

Breshon Adrianna Myers
Taja D. Taylor

Macy M. Vessell
Zhandra Ashanta Wilson

Trinity A. Williams

Cum Laude
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.40 -3.69

HONOR GRADUATES FALL 2023

Nya E. Campbell
George M. Coleman
Cierra D. Jackson

Laila Janese Johnson

Jahli Keith Hendricks
Ryan W. Ollison

Kyré Anisha Walker
Kelley L. Watts

Jalexis M. Edwards
 Javia D. Anderson
 Maya R. Jones

 Jaidyn L. Nix
Gustavo Adolfo Nava Sanchez

Magna Cum Laude
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.70 – 3.89

Summa Cum Laude
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.90 – 4.00

Daila D. Augustus
Jordyn A. Austin

Dominique Patrice Banks
Tatiana Maria Vernsha Berry

Yvette Lynn Blacknell
Carlos M. Brister

Jasmine L. Brooks
Hipolito Chagoya

Jada Davonne Childers
Lemoyne O. Cobb
Jada L. Coleman

Nisha Elizabeth Cox
Tia Denea Darjean

Alyssa G. Dixon
Deonté M. Dotson

Kennady M. Harrell
Destyne L. Howard

Alora D. Hurst
Dashun Montreal Island

Kayli L. Issac
Dlonie Jackson

Jayla Nicole Jackson
Lacey Marie Jackson
Aryanna A. Jenkins

Jaiahna Brinae Johnson
Maya R. Jones

Mikayla Danise Jones
Aniya S. Lewis

Jalin Jaquan Martin
Jaylin Marleah Mason

Honorable Mention
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.00 -3.39
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Ajaycia N. Mccurtis
Cameron Angelle Mcdaniel

Troy J. Morris
E'Laziah Da'Jonique Nickerson

D'Addrick S. Nixon
Skylar C. Parhms
Justin Plummer

Alexius R. Pittman
Joel C. Profit

Jalen Alan Reynolds
Sydney Claire Robin
Damya Z. Puryear

Sierra M. Session
Kaliah Sibley

Meiundra Sideboard
Alexis Smith

Kassidy R. Smith
Asher Spivey

Kaymen St. Junious
Carlace A. Thomas

Makia J. Triplett
Kyra Anisa Walker

Chekyria White
Monick P. Williams

Janice Adolph, Baker
Alphonse Albert, Prairieville
Agnes Smith Andrews, Baton Rouge
Betty Dixon Antoine, Denham Springs
Rita Albert Augustine, Baton Rouge
Donald Augustine, Baton Rouge
Myrtle Golden Austin, Abbeville
Theresa Johnson Blount, Baton Rouge
William Blount III, Baton Rouge
Joyce Charles Bolden, Houma
Paula McKenzie Braxton, Zachary
Patricia Collins Bynum, Houston, TX
Brenda Bennett Carter, Zachary
Alvin J.Cavalier, Baton Rouge
John Colar, Jeanette
Katie Gaston Croal, Alexandria
Marcelene Hall Dennis, Mobile, AL
Barbara Allen Dickerson, Baton Rouge
Colleen Marie Eames, Baton Rouge
Rhonda Williams Evans, Columbus, OH
Katie Croal Gaston, Alexandria
Irma Carter Ginn, Baton Rouge
Pamela Rogers Ginn, Baton Rouge
David Ginn, Baton Rouge
George Grant, Houston, TX
Mary Ann Allison Grant, Houston, TX

Doris Richard Graves, Baytown, TX
Larry Graves. Baytown, TX
Joyce Cain Hawkins, Port Allen
Lee Henry, Bastrop
Brenda Dixon Jasmin, Ventress
Gwendolyn Craig Jones, Baton Rouge
Thelma Jones, Port Allen
James Louis, LaPlace
Dwight McClendon, New Orleans
Betty Spears Myles, Baton Rouge
Ola Neal, Winnsboro
Berna Tezno Oladapo, Atlanta
Jewel London Payne, Zachary
Roy Quezaire, Donaldsonville
Jo Ann Bessie Rogers, Baton Rouge
Diane Swayzer Smith, Baton Rouge
Brenda Hives Smith, Baton Rouge
Octavia Young Sterling, Baton Rouge
Delores Brown Stewart, Baton Rouge
Charles Stokes, Baton Rouge
Rosie Johnson Taylor, Baker 
Sarah Moody Thomas, New Orleans
Arthur Thomas, Baton Rouge
Stanley B. White, Litchfield Park, AZ
Gwendolyn Williams, Natchitoches

1973 GOLDEN GRADUATES PARTICIPATES
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Commencement Speaker
Bishop Joseph W. Walker III
Senior Leader
Mt. Zion Baptist Church of  Nashville, Tennessee 

2 4

ishop Joseph Warren Walker III, is the 
senior leader of the historic Mt. Zion Baptist 

Church of Nashville, Tennessee. He was born in 
Shreveport, Louisiana to Deacon Joseph and Mrs. 
Rosa Walker.

Bishop Walker received a bachelor of arts degree 
from Southern University  Baton Rouge Louisiana; 
a master of divinity degree from Vanderbilt 

University and a doctor of ministry degree from Princeton Theological 
Seminary. He holds three honorary doctorates from Meharry Medical College, 
Southern University, Kentucky State University, respectively.

Bishop Walker currently serves on the Board of Directors for Meharry 
Medical College and Citizens Savings Bank & Trust. In October 2016, he was 
appointed by former TN Governor Bill Haslam to serve as Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees for the Tennessee State University, where he has since been 
unanimously re-elected in 2019. He is also a member of the Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity and the Kappa Kappa Psi Band Fraternity.

Walker currently serves as the International Presiding Bishop in the Full 
Gospel Baptist Church Fellowship. In July 2013, he was chosen to succeed the 
founding International Presiding Bishop Paul S. Morton Sr.

In 1992, at the age of 24, Bishop Walker began his pastorate at Mt. Zion with 
175 members.

Presently, the ministry has grown to over 30,000 and continues to grow at 
a phenomenal rate of over 1,000 souls per year. Under his leadership, Mt. 
Zion has expanded beyond its original location on historic Jefferson Street to 
multiple weekly services in three physical locations, worldwide via the virtual 
church location, Mt. Zion Anywhere, as well as a weekly television broadcast 
on that reaches 15 million viewers worldwide.

A prolific writer, Bishop Walker is a best-selling author of 13 books. His latest 

B
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book, Leadership and Loneliness, outlines ways to understand, manage, and find 
opportunities in the moments of loneliness associated with leadership.  He 
and his wife, Dr. Stephaine Walker, co-authored a book together entitled, 
Becoming a Couple of Destiny.

His inspirational messages make him a sought-after university commencement 
speaker and orator in diverse spaces. Bishop Walker is a regular guest on the 
Rickey Smiley Radio Show as well as a host of other nationally syndicated 
radio shows that reach millions across the United States. He also has been 
a guest on CNN, Politics Nation with Al Sharpton on MSNBC, The CBS 
Morning News, CBN, the 700 Club, Sister Circle, The Roland Martin Show, 
and authors a monthly Op-Ed in the Tennessee Tribune, entitled, Reset.

He is married to the former Dr. Stephaine M. Hale, a health & beauty 
entrepreneur who recently retired as an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics 
and Neonatology at Vanderbilt University. Both agree that their most joyous 
accomplishment to date has been the birth of their daughter, Jovanni Willow, 
and their son, Joseph Warren Walker IV.
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THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER
by Francis Scott Key, 1814

Arrangement by Thomas Dawson

Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early light

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?

Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight,

O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?

And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.

Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
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“LIFT EV’RY VOICE AND SING” 
By James Weldon Johnson, 1899

Arrangement by John Rosamond Johnson 

Lift ev’ry voice and sing

‘Til earth and heaven ring

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty

Let our rejoicing rise

High as the list’ning skies

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun

Let us march on ‘til victory is won.



Souther n Univers it y  and A&M C olle g e

2 8

ALMA MATER
Original Words And Music By R.E. Brown, Jr.

Dear Southern
O Southern, Dear Southern, Thy praises we shall sing

Until all the heavens and echoes loudly ring.

The winds of the sky as they pass us by

Will adoration bring.

O Southern, Dear Southern, we owe our all to Thee

In downfall or victory, wéll always loyal be.

Thy Sons and Daughters as they work

Will be inspired by Thee.

O Southern, Dear Southern, Thy name will ever be

As mighty as the river that flows on to the sea.

As pure and true as the Gold and Blue

That stand out bold for Thee.
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SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
ALUMNI FEDERATION PLEDGE

I__________________, an alumnus of Southern University, do hereby pledge allegiance 

to  the Southern University Alumni Federation, and the great honored institution which it 

represents. I promise to remain loyal, faithful, and steadfast in my support of its programs, 

uplift of its principles, maintenance of its tradition, and defense of its honor.

I further promise to always stand ready to contribute my time, efforts, financial assistance, and 

services toward the advancement of the welfare of the Southern University Alumni Federation 

and my beloved Alma Mater, so help me God.
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A closing message

As we honor our distinguished graduates, we acknowledge their parents, guardians, 

family members and friends. Thank you for your support, encouragement and 

inspiration as these students embarked on a journey to receive a quality education 

and to become proud SU alumni. We appreciate your support of Southern 

University.

   Best wishes, 

  Dennis J. Shields

President-Chancellor, Southern University System 

3 0



Welton Bowie
Marcus Brown
Cynthia Bryant

Barbara Carpenter
Eric Cantrelle

De’Andre L. Dearinge
Courtland Jackson

Beatrice A. Johnson
Joycelyn Johnson 

Kevin Johnson
Deshawn Julian

Debra M. Lawson
D’Andrea Joshua Lee
Robyn M. Merrick

 Jada Netters 
Avis O’Bryant-Chaney 

Naville John Oubre
Eric T. Reid
Robert René

Donovan L. Segura
 Kendric Stewart

Janene Tate
Henry J. Tillman 
Regina Thomas
Johlana Turner
Tisha Walker
Michael Wells

Kourtney Williams
 Sonita Williams
 Clourth Wilson

Luria Young

     2023 FALL COMMENCEMENT 

Committee Members
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Southern University-Baton Rouge is a constituent of the Southern University System.  
 Dennis J. Shields, is the President-Chancellor of the Southern University System.

Myron Lawson, is the Chair of the Southern University Board of Supervisors, 2023.

Southern University and A&M College is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to award baccalaure-
ate, master’s, and doctoral degrees. Contact SACSCOC at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097, P (404) 679-4500.


