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Dr. Luria Shaw Young earned a Bachelor of Science in Biology from Southern University (SU),
Baton Rouge, a Master of Education and Educational Specialist Certificate in science education
from Louisiana State University (LSU), Baton Rouge, and a Ph.D. in Educational Leadership
and Research, with a concentration in higher education, from LSU. She holds a joint position in
the SU College of Education, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, Associate Professor
and Laser Interferometer Gravitational Wave Observatory (LIGO) Science Education Specialist.
In this capacity, Dr. Young works with the LIGO partnership (partners include the LIGO Science



Education Center, the Louisiana Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate
Programs, and the San Francisco Exploratorium) to enhance pre-service teacher training and in-
service teacher professional development using inquiry-based science and mathematics teaching
and learning. Dr. Young is a Huel D. Perkins and Southern Region Educational Board Fellow.
She is also the SU Teacher of the Year (2005-2006). Her research interests include the
persistence of students in college, inquiry-based science and mathematics teaching and learning,
and African American males.



