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        he movement in Louisiana for an equal opportunity institution of  higher  
learning was sponsored in the 1879 Louisiana State Constitutional Convention 
by delegates P.B.S. Pinchback, T.T. Allain, T.B. Stamps, and Henry Demas. 

Their efforts resulted in the establishment of  this institution for the education of  persons 
of  color in New Orleans. Southern University, chartered by Legislative Act 87 in April 
1880, had a 12-member Board of  Trustees. The act provided for the establishment of  a 
faculty of  “arts and letters” competent in “every branch of  liberal education.” The charter 
sought to open doors of  state higher education to all “persons competent and deserving.” 
Southern opened with 12 students and a $10,000 appropriation. With the passage of  the 
1890 Morrill Act, the University was reorganized to receive land-grant funds.

In 1912, Legislative Act 118 authorized the closing of  Southern University in New Orleans, 
the sale of  its property, and the reestablishment of  the University on a new site. In 1914, 
the “new” Southern University opened in Scotlandville, Louisiana, receiving a portion of  
a $50,000 national land-grant appropriation. Southern University in New Orleans and 
Southern University in Shreveport were authorized by Legislative Acts 28 and 42 in 1956 
and 1964 respectively. The Southern University Board of  Supervisors, a management 
board authorized by the Louisiana Constitution of  1974, was created to govern the Baton 
Rouge, New Orleans, and Shreveport campuses. In 1985, the A.A. Lenoir Law School was 
designated the Southern University Law School. Dedicated in January 2002, Ashford O. 
Williams Hall is home to the fifth SU System campus, the Agricultural Research and 
Extension Center, which is located in Baton Rouge.

History
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CAPS AND GOWNS

 Academic caps and gowns represent a tradition which has come down from the universities of the 
Middle Ages. They were once common forms of clothing and were retained by the clergy when the la-
ity adopted modern dress. Early European universities were founded by the church and students were 
obliged to wear prescribed gowns and caps at all times.

 The usual color for gowns in America is black, although some universities are gradually adopting 
colors representative of their institutions. Hoods are lined with the college colors and are trimmed with 
the color appropriate to the degree.

 Caps are usually black. The tassel for the bachelor’s degree may be the color distinctive of the degree. 
The tassel for the Doctor of Philosophy is made of gold thread.

COLOR OF TASSELS

Agriculture ................................................................................................................................................. Maize

Arts...............................................................................................................................................................White

Business .........................................................................................................................................................Drab

Education .............................................................................................................................................Light Blue

Engineering ...............................................................................................................................................Orange

Fine Arts ..................................................................................................................................................... Brown

Family & Consumer Sciences ...............................................................................................................Maroon

Music ..............................................................................................................................................................Pink

Nursing ......................................................................................................................................................Salmon

Public Policy & Urban Affairs .................................................................................................................White

Sciences .......................................................................................................................................................White

Speech-Language Pathology ................................................................................................................... Maize

Speech-Language & Audiology .............................................................................................................. Maize

Social Work ................................................................................................................................................Citron

Therapeutic Recreation & Leisure Studies ................................................................................... Sage Green

Therapeutic Recreation .................................................................................................................... Sage Green

2



Souther n Univers it y  and A&M C olle g e

3

Honorable Myron Lawson, Chair
Honorable Rani G. Whitfield, M.D., Vice Chair

Dennis J. Shields, President of the Southern University System and 
Secretary to the Board of Supervisors

Members of the Board

 
Marshals

University Marshal  Donovan L. Segura, Ph.D.

Chief Assistant University Marshal Lauri Patterson, J.D.

 
 
Assistant University Marshals

 

Chief Academic Officer Luria Young, Ph.D.
 Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
 
Library Dawn Ventress Kight, Ph.D.
 Dean

Dolores Margaret Richard Spikes Dedara James Mackie
  Honors College Interim Dean 

International and Barbara W. Carpenter, Ph.D.
  Continuing Education Dean

Officer of Ceremonies Johlana Turner 
   Interim Registrar

Announcer Robert René, Ph.D.
 SU Board Relations Coordinator

 

Southern University Board of Supervisors

Jackie Bryant
Christopher Chappell, Ph.D.
Lanell Kent Craig, Ph.D.
Fareed Dawan, Ph.D.
James Durriseau, Ph.D.
Marlin Ford, Ph.D.
Craig Heinzen, Ph.D.

Richard Hobson
Yasser Ismail, Ph.D.
Carmen Ginn Johnese, Ph.D.
Maryam Jahan, Ph.D.
Melissa Johnson, Ph.D.
Emily Jackson-Osagie, Ph.D.
Lauri Patterson, J.D.

Penny Sterling
Anthony Stewart, Ph.D. 
Tracey Taylor-Jarrell, Ph.D.
Catrice Tolbert, Ph.D.
Yaw Twumasi, Ph.D.
Brian Warren, Ph.D.
Charmaine Williams, Ph.D.

Honorable Tony Clayton, Port Allen
Honorable Zazell Dudley, Shreveport
Honorable Raymond M. Fondel Jr., Lake Charles
Honorable Dana Marie Bailey, New Orleans 
(student representative)
Honorable Maple Gaines, New Orleans
Honorable Sam A. Gilliam, Shreveport
Honorable Paul Matthews, Metairie 

Honorable Christy O. Reeves, Baton Rouge
Honorable Domoine D. Rutledge, Baton Rouge
Honorable  Edwin Shorty, New Orleans
Honorable Ann A. Smith, Kentwood
Honorable Leon R. Tarver II, Baton Rouge 
Honorable Samuel C. Tolbert Jr., Lake Charles
Honorable Arlanda Williams, Houma

Chief Student Marshal Xontianyah Williams, Houston, TX
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Fall 2024
John K. Pierre

Chancellor, Southern University and A&M College 

Presiding

Processional “Pomp and Circumstance” by Sir Edward Elgar 

Invocation The Reverend Bryan Dalco, M.Div.
  Pastor
  Camphor Memorial United Methodist Church, Baton Rouge

Anthems “The Star Spangled Banner” 
  “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing”
  Performed by Southern University Concert Choir 

Introduction of Speaker   John K. Pierre

  
Commencement Address Marcus Brown, Executive Vice President and General Counsel
   Entergy Corporation
 

Presentation of                       Lt. Col. Joshua Trulock
 Commissions Professor of Military Science
                                        Army ROTC Unit, Southern University and A&M College

 
Certification of                      Luria Young, Ph.D. 
   Degree Candidates

Awarding of Posthumous John K. Pierre 
   Degree

Certification of  Luria Young, Ph.D. 
  Honorary Degree Marcus Brown 
   Doctor of Humane Letters
 

Conferring of Degrees            John K. Pierre
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   Orlando F. McMeans, Ph.D.   
   Chancellor/Dean, College Of Agricultural, Human And  
      Environmental Sciences

                                           Donald Andrews, Ph.D.  
   Dean, College of Business

                                           Cynthia Bryant, Ph.D. 
   Dean, College of Humanities and Interdisciplinary Studies                                   

   Sandra C. Brown, DNS 
   Dean, College of Nursing and Allied Health  

   Lealon Martin, Ph.D. 
   Dean, College of Sciences and Engineering 
 
                                           Damien Ejigiri, Ph.D. 
   Dean, Nelson Mandela College of Government and  
     Social Sciences

Remarks &  Dennis J. Shields
   Acknowledgements President, Southern University System

   John K. Pierre

 

Induction into                         Darrin Dixon                                                                                                                                            
 Alumni Federation                    Director, Southern University Alumni Affairs and 
        Executive Director, Southern University Alumni Federation

The Alma Mater                    “O Southern, Dear Southern”  
                                       By R.E. Brown Jr.

Benediction  The Reverend Bryan Dalco

Recessional “Pomp and Circumstance” 

The following list of graduates represents the most accurate information available at publication.  
The appearance of a name on this program and/or participation in the ceremony is  

presumptive of graduation, but not conclusive.
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Madeline Boyd, Clarence
Breonna Janae Brown, Houston,TX
Kalea Sky Brown, Mission Hills, CA
Mackenzie W. Chatman, Baker 
Jada Elaine Chevalier, Houston, TX
Kristina K. Clark, Baton Rouge
Kirstyn D’Wana Hale, Houston, TX
Cameron R. Hays, Zachary
Christian T. Jacobs, Baton Rouge
Jordan Thomas Johnson, Addison, TX

Massey Jones, Alabaster, AL
Nickolas L. Lawrence, Hammond
Tanner A. Marceaux, New Iberia
Yazmine N. Pleasant, Winnsboro
Makalia Chanae Scott, Jacksonville, FL
Destinee D. Sims, Baton Rouge
Brian K. Thomas, Opelousas
Caleb Mathew Washington, New Iberia 
Jordan B. Williams, Madison, MS

Agricultural Sciences

Family and Consumer Sciences

Michael D. Boudreaux, New Roads Isaiah J. White, Winnsboro

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, HUMAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
Orlando F. McMeans, Ph.D., Chancellor/ Dean

Kalea Sky Brown, Student Marshal

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Trinity O. Broussard, Lafayette
Darlynn K. Marks, Baton Rouge
Aliyah Denaye Payne, Memphis,TN

Erynn Robinson, Cincinnati, OH
Kelsie J. Rodgers, Mobile, AL

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN URBAN FORESTRY

Stefan Delaine Davis, Seattle, WA
Jermond Hall, Laplace

Jivaun Demetrius Wade, Baton Rouge
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ACCOUNTING

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Donald Andrews, Ph.D., Dean

Markesha Shatrice Hollis, Student Marshal

Mitchell Leroux Albert, Baton Rouge
Xavian I. Atkins, Lafayette
James Hayden Caillouet, Baton Rouge
Areco N. Foster, Baton Rouge

Adio Kamau Hebert, Jonesboro, GA
Makailan D. Miller, Baker
Seanmichael Radden, St. Clair Shores, MI
Aaron Keyonne Young, Zachary

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN FINANCE
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COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Cynthia Bryant,  Ph.D., Dean

Jenna S. Bernard, Student Marshal

BACHELOR OF ARTS
English

Ashauna Wiggins, Baker 

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MASS COMMUNICATIONS

Dqueliyah L. Abner, Shreveport
Imani A. Badie, Harvey
Sarah Marie Griffiths, Gretna
Desmond W. Honoré, Zachary 
Kynnedi Jackson, Beaumont, TX
Ryann Elizabeth Jordan, Houston, TX
Blake Margaret Lanier, Missouri City, TX

Precious D. Ricks, Baton Rouge
Madison Yvonne Smith, Madison, MS
Willie E. Tucker, Baton Rouge
Arielle Genese Williams, Baton Rouge
Derrick Isaiah Williams, Miami, FL
Savannah Marie Williams, Lafayette

Cameron John Prescott, Shreveport
Kelseigh Shandrell Thomas, Baton Rouge
Tayly Thuy Tran, New Orleans 

Douglas Turner, DeSoto, TX
Nia D. Williams, Baton Rouge

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MARKETING

TréSure Anja Andrew, Napoleonville
Keniyah A. Barrett, Lancaster, TX
Andrea Gabrielle Bob, Houston, TX
Jasmine Nicole Brown, Houston, TX
Ashley D. Dunbar, Baton Rouge
Ryalin A. Hedrick, Baton Rouge
Kayla B. Henton, Baton Rouge
Markesha Shatrice Hollis, Shreveport 
Orlanzo Howard, Prairieville 
Whitney Megan Hughes, Denham Springs 

Trinitea Monee Jones, Mobile, AL
Tyler Shyane Lockley, Los Angeles, CA
Niarra D. Nimmers, Bastrop
Lauren Bianca Price, Beaumont, TX
Mynas Sherry Ann Robertson, Ocala, FL
Jamila K. Scott, Eunice
Jerry Varnado, New Orleans
Markez D. Walker, Donaldsonville

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
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COLLEGE OF NURSING AND ALLIED HEALTH
Sandra Brown, DNS, APRN, FNP-BC, CNE, ANEF, FAANP, FAAN, Ph.D., Dean

Carrington Ahrielle Green,  Student Marshal

BACHELOR OF MUSIC

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Larenz E. Stewart, Killeen, TX

Tania LáShawn Coleman, Mccomb, MS
Terinesha Shunta Kilbourne, Baker 

Lyeshia Lashay Link, Plaquemine 
Alexus A. Lee, Wilson 

Rehabilitation Services

Therapeutic Recreation & Leisure Studies

Jurilyn Butler, Seattle, WA
Osha M. Cummings, Zachary
Amyah Michelle Ellis, Blue Springs, MO
Bryanna A. Jones, Pensacola, FL
Logan R. King, Baton Rouge

Tyler Michael Kirkwood, Saint Rose
Jasmine Renea London, Baton Rouge
Kimberly Brianne North, Zachary
Anabella Nicole Valadez, 
   South Houston, TX

Keyon Generoso Brinkley, Cedar Hill, TX
Sydney Elizabeth Criss, Baton Rouge
Marlene Jeannie Durand, Oak Park, IL
Toi Amani Evans, Marrero
Brynn Elise Hill, DeSoto, TX
Taylor L. Jackson, Memphis, TN
Brionna Julia James, Brusly
Jerkeria T. Jefferson, Shreveport
Gabriel L. Jones, Breaux Bridge

Aaron Michael Leonard, Baton Rouge 
Tramia Rogers, Madison, MS
Jaquorya Cheyenne Ross, Conyers, GA
Javrion Arnae Siner, Lafayette
Zaria A Stansbury, Lafayette
Gabrielle C. Stevens, Scott
Christian Winslow Treaudo, New Orleans
Eli Williams, Plaquemine
Bria L. Wright, Addis
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BACHELOR OF INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

Clarissa West Anderson, Zachary
Jorryn A. Augustine, Slidell
Breona L. Barnes, Zachary
Braxston Alexander Blackwell,  
   Long Beach, MS
Amina Booker, Baton Rouge
Ashlyn Niquel Brown, LaPlace
Jasmine M. Burden, Baton Rouge
Britt Dawson, Baker
Tamara Lynn Harden, Baker
Kayori K. Henry, Slidell
Cameron J. Jackson, Shreveport

Ursula Jackson, Port Allen
Janae Alexandria Mason, Baton Rouge
Emmanuel Joseph McClain, New Roads
Nicholas Ralphiale McGinnis, Whistler, AL
Ashton Robert Merrett, Prairieville
Carl H. Moss, Baton Rouge
Raeven Debriana Pugh,Fontana, CA
Katelyn E. Richardson, Donaldsonville
Sean Anthony Washington, Houston, TX
Isaiah Woods, Lafayette



Oluwaseun Josephine Adeola, Baton Rouge
Leriyah M. Ard, Lancaster, TX
John Dewayne Babin, Gonzales 
Auinyea Lillie Lanea Biggs, Gulfport, MS
Rachelle Blouin, New Orleans
Lorena Marie Breaux, Baton Rouge
Tevin A. Broadnax, Little Rock, AR
Whitney Ariel Brooks, Denham Springs
Shamira L. Brown, Winnsboro
Ellicia M. Bryant, Baton Rouge
Jordyn Alexis Chenevert, Prairieville 
Alexis Courtney, Baton Rouge
Damya J. Darden, Memphis, TN
Lauren Denton, Raymond, MS
Jordan Ashli Katherine Domingue,  
   Port Allen
Haley T. Douglas, Denham Springs
Kelsey D. Franklin, Baton Rouge 
Carrington Ahrielle Green, Zachary
Jaylon B. Greening, Zachary
Micenzie Leigh Haggerty, Shreveport
Susan M Hare, Flower Mound, TX
Alani Joyce Henderson, Miami, FL
Dlonie Jackson, Dequincy
MáLiyah J. Jackson, Baton Rouge
Caressa L. Jones, New Orleans
Zyriah Jones, Baton Rouge
Chanyah Vernice Lewis, Corona, CA
Jamie J. McClendon, Hammond
Jasalynn J. McCrady, Jeanerette

Laquanda D. Melancon, New Orleans 
Nichole Latrice Mitchell, Shreveport
Kameri C. Mott, Diboll, TX
Troynisha Nicholas, Baton Rouge
Lotachukwu Orimma, Nigeria
Rayven Maria Patin, Harvey
Kierra A. Prejean, New Iberia
April N. Pruitt, Mobile, AL
Jessica A. Pugh, Rosharon, TX
NyKeria Samuel, Terry, MS
Julian Tyler Shorts, Baker
Etajanay L. Smith, Franklin
Kanarie K. Smith, Tougaloo, MS
Kiara J. Smith, Baton Rouge
Jhailey A. Spears, Baton Rouge
Arianna N. Taylor, Addis
Ebony D. Taylor, Bossier City 
Jada R. Thomas, Opelousas
MáKya A. Thomas, Zachary
Tressica Thomas, Decatur, GA
Summer A. Tucker, Zachary
Jada A. Vercher, Baton Rouge
Brittany Nicole Walker, Mansfield
Dionye E. Washington, Denham Springs
Mekiah Lataye Wells, Baker
Senchal D. Wilkins, Baton Rouge 
A’nijah Paige Williams, Crowley 
Alexxus J. Williams, Reserve
Kayla Monet Williams, Baton Rouge
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CIVIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MATHEMATICS AND PHYSICS

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

Raegan N. Anderson, Memphis, TN
Micah J. Banks, Denham Springs
Jonathan E. Brooks, Baton Rouge
Joseph A. Franklin, Baton Rouge
Cameron J. Foster, Baton Rouge
Jaired B. Foster, Baton Rouge

Nicholas E. Hardin, Katy, TX
Jarriel E. Jacksom Jr., Houma
Jarrell Jingles, Baton Rouge
Asiah D. Lee, Baton Rouge
Kyah Orlania Porche, Ventress
Alyssa M. Terry, McKinney, TX

Robert E. Baham, Baton Rouge
Iyanla Jahmantha Bailey Williams,  
    San Juan, Puerto Rico 

Drake M. Davis, Laplace
Kaleb B. Gordon, Byram, MS
Kenzi R. Ned, Eunice

Keithlin Jarelle Bruno, Lafayette
Patrick P. Collier, Baton Rouge
Langston C. Fogg, Shreveport

Amin Khalil, Baton Rouge
Dyllan N. Williams, Shreveport

Logan Q. Brown, Lawtell
Ashley N. Bryant, Dublin, CA
Tylinn A. Cawthorne, Shreveport
Jaimon T. Cayton, Alexandria
Alysea Colar, Terrytown
Timiah Dunn, Baker
Jaydon C. Graves, Greenacres, FL
James Edward Ivory, Shreveport

Azaria A. Jackson, Zachary
Amari Nicole Johnson, Lithonia, GA
Jeremiah W. McGee, Baker
Jayrin R. Prude, New Mexico
Victoria P. Rencher, Monroe
Phillip B. Stewart, Opelousas
A’Dren Whitfield, Zachary
Lakeira T. Williams, Jackson
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COLLEGE OF SCIENCES AND ENGINEERING
Lealon Martin, Ph.D., Dean

Victoria P. Rencher, Student Marshal
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Biology
Joubert R. Harris, Baton Rouge
Izayah K. Hill, Port Allen
Bintou B. Njie, Baton Rouge
Afiya T. Richardson, Jacksonville, AR
Alexcia A. Smith, Boyce

Mykel Isadora Stewart-Williams,  
   Minneapolis, MN
Chiyla R. Warren, West Chester, OH
Jada N Williams, LaPlace

Elijah Precciely, Baton Rouge Justin Marquise Mitchell, Darrow
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Psychology

Political Science

Sociology

NELSON MANDELA COLLEGE OF GOVERNMENT AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Damien Ejigiri, Ph.D., Dean

Xontianyah Williams, Student Marshal
 

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Markayla Nicole Cooper, Tallulah
Ralin Mikayla Sharlow, Lafayette

Xontianyah Williams, Houston, TX

Victoria N. Allen, Newellton
Madison K. Armstrong, Monroe
Destiny S. Augustus, Baker
Kennedy Michaela Boxie, Prairieville
Kimani N. Bozeman-Bishop, Chicago, IL
Kenneth D. Brown, Denham Springs
NáKaiya L. Burns, Jonesboro, GA
Asia S. Craft, Houston, TX
Chloé Danae Curry, Dickinson, TX
Braney K. Davis, Baton Rouge
Christian Madison Davis, Covington, GA
Calandra D. Emery, Baker
Frank T. Foster, Compton, CA
Trevonne Frank, Vacherie
Deja Monay Griffin, Knoxville, TN
De Junee R. James, Zachary
Hertira Brionne James, New Orleans
Natoj C. Johnson, New Iberia
Gabreahna E. Lee, Alexandria
Lindsey E. Lee, Lafayette
Tionna Lidge, El Paso, TX

Phylicia Lashay Livingston, Memphis, TN
Raelyn S. London, Crowley
Maya N. Morris, Thibodaux
Bria M. Narcisse, Baton Rouge
Saige M. Pelichet, Rosedale
Savannah B. Pollard, Houma
Kayla Russo, New Roads
Brandy J’Anae Shropshire, Baton Rouge
Kennedy Stewart, Zachary
Wykisha M. Stewart, Baton Rouge
Taylor M. Sylve, Marrero
Ellazha Maenecia Taylor, Greensburg
Jacqueline D. Venson, Zachary
Calnisha D. Walker, Monroe
Jada M. Walker, Baton Rouge
Yansei Rosie Weddles, Richmond, TX
Jaylen Alvin White, Zachary
Jehvana Amaurya Jordan White, Marrero
Tyla C. White, Baton Rouge
Haley Renee Williams, Fairfield, NJ
Kiera L. Young, Denham Springs

Sydney E. Babineaux, Laporte, TX
Kelsea Lynette Cook, Baton Rouge
Davin Cotton, Shreveport
Kalil Terrel Anthony Cox, Marrero
Rodney Leonard Johnson Jr., Marrero
Madisyn N. Lee, Baton Rouge

Caleb McCray, Baton Rouge
Laurent Já Mitchell, New Orleans
Clyedterrious J. Thompson, Bogalusa
Jereun Wagner, Ruston
Marlon Charles Young, Opelousas

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Safiyeh Michaela Ashley, Gretna
Sonja Anderson Bell, Zachary
Zyanna Bouldin, Meridian, MS
Asja D. Braxton, Houston, TX
Shakhari J. Claiborne, Bremerton, WA

Robert M. Cook, Zachary
Saleana M. Cox, Lake Charles
Alexis Alana Daggs, Thibodaux
RéNeyah Charnette Dixon, Port Arthur, TX
Cherish Faith Fletcher, Slaughter
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN SOCIAL WORK

Damesha Janae Atkins, Cincinnati, OH
Danelle M. Channel, Marksville
Sonnisha Tierra Clark, Baton Rouge
Danisha M. Davis, Belle Rose
Mackenzie C. Davis, Sunshine
Kennedy Renee Dejean, Opelousas
Kimoni I. Ellzey, Baton Rouge
Helen Preslyn Franklin, Baton Rouge
Angela D. Green, Baton Rouge

Diamon R. Lewis, Franklin
Lakeena R. Robinson, Bastrop
Pentral Monique Ross, Baton Rouge
Ari Latishia Emae Stout, Little Rock, AR
Isis Monet Taylor, Leesville
Arien C. Williams, Maringouin
Shane B. Williams, Baton Rouge
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DOLORES MARGARET RICHARD SPIKES
HONORS COLLEGE GRADUATES

Completing their Matriculation with Full Honors
Deadra James Mackie, Interim Dean, Honors College

and Assistant Professor of Biology, College of Sciences and Engineering

John Blouin
Degree: B.S. in Criminal Justice
Thesis Title: Punitive Measures vs. Restorative  
 Justice and How it Affects Recidivism in 
 Juveniles
Thesis Advisor: Abiodun Raufu, Ph.D.
 Professor of Criminal Justice 
 Department of Criminal Justice
 Nelson Mandela College of  
    Government and Social Sciences

Chloe Curry
Degree:  B.S. in Psychology
Thesis Title:  The Effects of Cultural Mistrust and  
 Spirituality on the Resistance to take the  
 Covid-19 Vaccine Amongst African 

American College Students
Thesis Advisor:  Jaymes Durriseau, Ph.D.  
 Assistant Professor of Psychology
 Department of Psychology
 Nelson Mandela College of  
 Government and Social Sciences

DaMya Darden
Degree: B.S. in Nursing
Thesis Title: Addressing Racial and Ethnic  
 Disparities:  Black Maternal Mortality  
 Rates in the United States
Thesis Advisor: Lanell D. Kent-Craig, Ph.D., RN 
 Assistant Professor of Nursing
 Department of Nursing
 College of Nursing and Allied Health

Jeremiah Franklin, Carbondale, IL
JáBraylyn Chriszavion Gipson,  
   Baton Rouge
Eriel Desheay Green, Monroe
Taraevia Nikohl Green, Mobile, AL
Cristion J. Henry, Baton Rouge
Ke’Amari Ariel Johnson, Lafayette
Marcus A. Johnson, Hammond
Kandace D. Law, Haughton 
Clarence Matthew Mcmiller, New Orleans
Germani Sage Mitchell, St. Martinville
Jayshun D. Myers, Denham Springs

Shalynn Takira Nalls, Baton Rouge
Peyton Nolan, Prairieville
Felton C. Page, Gretna
Jonaysia L. Parker, Amite
Xavier Q. Price-Rivers,  
   North Charleston, SC
Zion Kim Ross, Baton Rouge
Carlesha R. Taylor, Laplace
Victoria Elizabeth Thomas, New Orleans
Raelon Rachel Eleanor Wells, Hammond
Tapanga M. Wilkes, Port Allen

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE Continued...
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United States Army
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Second Lieutenant  
Oluwaseun Josephine Adeola
United States Army (Active Duty)
Army Nurse Corps  

Second Lieutenant  
Kimani Nyare Bozeman Bishop
United States Army Reserves 
Quartermaster Corps  

Second Lieutenant  
Patrick Pernell Collier Jr.
Louisiana Army National Guard 
Military Intelligence 

Second Lieutenant  
Keenan Rasham Holloway
Louisiana Army National Guard
Quartermaster Corps

Souther n Univers it y  and A&M C olle g e
Cherish Fletcher
Degree:  B.S. in Criminal Justice
Thesis Title:  A Review of Literature:   
 Implementing Human Trafficking  
 Awareness Programs in Middle and High  
 Schools in Louisiana
Thesis Advisor:  Orscini Beard, Ph.D. 
 Associate Professor of Criminal Justice
 Department of Criminal Justice
 Nelson Mandela College of  
    Government and Social Sciences

Jaylon Greening
Degree:  B.S. in Nursing
Thesis Title:  A Review of Literature: Examining  
 the Factors that Contribute to Health  
 Disparities and Outcomes of African  
 Americans Living in Rural, Suburban,  
 and Inner Cities in the United States
Thesis Advisor: Sharon Coulter, PH.D., RN
 Department of Nursing
 School of Nursing and Allied Health

Zion Ross
Degree:  B.S. in Criminal Justice
Thesis Title: A Case Study:  Examining the Impact 
 of Carceral Feminism Sentencing Laws on 
 Incarcerated Women in the State of Louisiana 
Thesis Advisor:  Orscini Beard, Ph.D.
 Associate Professor of Criminal Justice
 Department of Criminal Justice
 Nelson Mandela College of  
    Government and Social Sciences

Alexcia Smith
Degree:  B.S. in Biology  
Thesis Title: The Influence of Heavy Metal Toxins 
 on Seed Germination and Early Growth  
 Stages of Cherry Radishes  
Thesis Advisor:  Mary K. Beals, Ph.D.
 Instructor and Lab Technician
 Department of Biological Sciences  
    and Chemistry
 College of Sciences and Engineering

Dyllan Williams
Degree:  B.S. in Electrical Engineering  
Thesis Title: Empowering Undergraduate  
 Innovation at HBCUs Through  
 the Critical Intersection of Patent Law and  
 Engineering Disciplines for Enhanced  
 Intellectual Property Protection 
Thesis Advisor:  Yasser Ismail, Ph.D.
 Associate Professor of Engineering
 Department of Electrical Engineering
 College of Sciences and Engineering

Xontianyah D. A. Williams
Degree:  B.A. in Political Science  
Thesis Title: The Impact of Reparations 
  on Tulsa Race Massacre Descendants:  A 
 Study of Economic Power and Social Equity 
Thesis Advisor:  Eugene Johnson, Ph.D.
 Professor of Political Science
 Department of Political Science
 Nelson Mandela College of  
    Government and Social Sciences 
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Imani A. Badie
Iyanla J. Bailey Williams

Zyanna Bouldin
Jonathan E. Brooks

Kalea S. Brown
Ellicia M. Bryant

Jada E. Chevalier
RéNeyah C. Dixon

Carrington A. Green

Jaylon B. Greening
Kaleb B. Gordon
Cameron R. Hays
Kandace D. Law

Tionna Lidge
Germani S. Mitchell

Bintou B. Njie
Lotachukwu Orimma
Victoria P. Rencher

Zion K. Ross
Victoria E. Thomas
Yansei R. Weddles
Ashauna Wiggins
Jordan B. Williams
Dyllan N. Williams
Lakeira T. Williams

Cum Laude
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.40 -3.69

HONOR GRADUATES FALL 2024

Jenna S. Bernard
Cherish F. Fletcher
Helen P. Franklin

Angela D. Green
Markesha S. Hollis

Xontianyah Williams

Magna Cum Laude
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.70 – 3.89

Summa Cum Laude
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.90 – 4.00

Oluwaseun J. Adeola
Leriyah M. Ard
John D. Babin

Auinyea L. Biggs
Michael D. Boudreaux

Kennedy M. Boxie
Tevin A. Broadnax
Whitney A. Brooks
Shamira L. Brown
James H. Caillouet
Tania L. Coleman
Saleana M. Cox

Damya J. Darden
Timiah Dunn

Kelsey D. Franklin
Sarah M. Griffiths

Alani J. Henderson
Taylor L. Jackson
Dlonie Jackson

Brionna J. James
Jordan T. Johnson
Gabriel L. Jones

Zyriah Jones
Chanyah V. Lewis

Jasmine R. London
Jasalynn J. Mccrady

Makailan D. Miller
Kameri C. Mott

Troynisha Nicholas
Kierra A. Prejean

Kayla Russo
NyKeria Samuel

Makalia C. Scott
Julian T. Shorts

Brandy J. Shropshire
Etajanay L. Smith
Larenz E. Stewart
Arianna N. Taylor
Tressica Thomas
Cytwelia Tobin

Anabella N. Valadez
Jada A. Vercher

Markez D. Walker
Caleb M. Washington

Jada N. Williams
Shane B. Williams
Aaron K. Young

Honorable Mention
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.00 -3.39

Second Lieutenant  
Nicholas Ralphiale Mcginnis
United States Army (Active Duty)
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COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, HUMAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
Orlando F. McMeans, Ph.D., Chancellor/Dean

SUMMER 2024

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S

Austin S. Hinton-Richard, Madisonville Drew Charles Lasseigne, Baton Rogue

Travis Anthony Harris, Harvey Julian Alexander Sibblies, Newton, NJ

Agricultural Sciences
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Family and Consumer Sciences

Jarrett C. Kirby, Concord, NC

Kennedi Anna-Louise Hall, Benicia, CA Jade G. Sherman, Baton Rouge

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN URBAN FORESTRY

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Donald Andrews, Ph.D., Dean

Miyia D. Beavers, Baton Rouge

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN FINANCE

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MARKETING

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

Kierra Shantell Gasper, New Orleans
Dwayne Bernard Harrington, 
   Fort Washington, MD 
Bernard D. Jenkins, Baton Rouge 

Zylah Mulligan, Hattiesburg, MS
D'Arius Theodore Roland, Red Oak, TX
Ryan B. Smith, Baton Rouge
Jeremiah S. Stewart, Tallahassee, FL

Heaven Dalashia Tillman, Mansfield

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Cynthia Bryant,  Ph.D., Dean

BACHELOR OF ARTS
History
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BACHELOR OF INTERDISCIPINARY STUDIES

BACHELOR OF MUSIC

Sydney Chanel Collier, Baton Rouge
Taylor M. Lewis, Violet

Nikita U. Presley, Atlanta, GA
Annessa M. Whitlow, Strongsville, OH

Rhard Eric Johnson, LaPlace

COLLEGE OF NURSING AND ALLIED HEALTH
Sandra Brown, DNS, APRN, FNP-BC, CNE, ANEF, FAANP, FAAN, Ph.D., Dean

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING

Therapeutic Recreation & Leisure Studies

Trinity S. Alexander, Baton Rouge

Jasmine R. Casey, Shreveport
Latundra D Douglas-Hill, Vivian
Whitney Jackson, Shreveport
Darwin A. Patton, Atlanta, GA

Nicole J. Richard, Gonzales
Sierra T. Smith, Plaquemine
Leigh Amber Womack, Keithville

COLLEGE OF SCIENCES AND ENGINEERING
Patrick Carriere, Ph.D., Dean

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Biology

Broderick D. Curney, Bogalusa
Erin D. Jackson, Monroe

Kaleb Ware, St. Louis, MO
Kaylei Brianne White, Richmond, TX

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

Austin L. Horton, Germantown, TN

Keyonna R. Brown, LaPlace

Gordon Charles Jenkins, Baton Rouge
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NELSON MANDELA COLLEGE OF GOVERNMENT AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Damien Ejigiri, Ph.D., Dean

 

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Political Science

Timmy R. Hampton, Baton Rouge
Keenan Rashan Holloway, Avondale
Nastassia Lovely, Baton Rouge

Jahnte Kir'Shawn Williams, Baton Rouge
Sydney E. Wilson, Arnaudville

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Psychology

Sociology

Quinetta Ardoin, Metairie
Javonte D. Pounds, Marrero

Jeannie M. Wright, Prairieville

Joshua Adam Tate, Decatur, GA Ariadne Sabrina Wordsworth, New Orleans

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Carnell D. Alexander, Baton Rouge
Trinity A. Blanchard, Brusly
Timius M. Brock, Franklinton
Johneika C. Bruce, Schriever
Donald Ray Burnette Jr., Baton Rouge
Kasandra D. Carroll, Bossier City
Ladarria Erving, Dallas, TX
Chelsea Johnson, Baker
Jasmine Nicole Matthews,  
   Denham Springs

De'Erica LáShayla Myres, Bogalusa 
Laddie S. Osby, Denham Springs
Alexis Deanne Ourso, Franklin
Nadia Spencer, Eutaw, AL
Kori A. Toliver, Baton Rouge
Carlos Tumpkin, Grosse Pointe Park, MI
KáNyjah S. Williams, Jackson

1 7



Souther n Univers it y  and A&M C olle g e

Commencement Speaker
Marcus Brown
Executive Vice President and General Counsel  
Entergy Corporation 

1 8

arcus Brown is executive vice president and 
general counsel of Entergy Corporation, 
where he oversees the legal, ethics, and 

compliance, corporate communications, federal 
policy, regulatory and governmental affairs, 
and cyber security governance groups. He also 
provides legal counsel to the chair and CEO, 
board of directors, and senior management.

Brown helps drive Entergy’s leadership in sustainability and corporate social 
responsibility by focusing on growth, profitability, and societal goals — 
especially those related to environmental protection, social justice and equity, 
sustainable development, and economic development.

In addition to helping create a program that dramatically increased the pro 
bono commitment of the company’s lawyers and paralegals, he also helped 
establish a full-time, in-house counsel role dedicated to pro bono legal 
assistance — a first amongst Fortune 500 companies.

The Financial Times named Brown one of the top in-house general counsels 
for companies worldwide in 2020. The National Legal Aid and Defender 
Association presented him with the 2020 Exemplar Award, and organizations 
like the New Orleans and Louisiana State Bar Associations and United Way 
of Southeast Louisiana have awarded him their top honors for community 
service.

He serves as chair of the 2025 Super Bowl Host Committee, chair of the board 
of directors for Energy Insurance Mutual, on the advisory board of the Tulane 
Center for Energy Law and the advisory council for the Laborde Energy Law 
Center at Louisiana State University. He is a frequent lecturer and publisher on 
topics impacting the utility industry and the legal profession.

Brown earned his juris doctor from the Southern University Law Center, where 
he was a member of the Law Review, and received an MBA from the Tulane 
University A.B. Freeman School of Business. He has a bachelor’s degree from 
Southern University A&M College. 

M
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THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER
by Francis Scott Key, 1814

Arrangement by Thomas Dawson

Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early light

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?

Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight,

O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?

And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.

Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
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“LIFT EV’RY VOICE AND SING” 
By James Weldon Johnson, 1899

Arrangement by John Rosamond Johnson 

Lift ev’ry voice and sing

‘Til earth and heaven ring

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty

Let our rejoicing rise

High as the list’ning skies

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun

Let us march on ‘til victory is won.
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ALMA MATER
Original Words And Music By R.E. Brown, Jr.

Dear Southern
O Southern, Dear Southern, Thy praises we shall sing

Until all the heavens and echoes loudly ring.

The winds of the sky as they pass us by

Will adoration bring.

O Southern, Dear Southern, we owe our all to Thee

In downfall or victory, wéll always loyal be.

Thy Sons and Daughters as they work

Will be inspired by Thee.

O Southern, Dear Southern, Thy name will ever be

As mighty as the river that flows on to the sea.

As pure and true as the Gold and Blue

That stand out bold for Thee.
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A closing message

As we congratulate our distinguished graduates and honor their accomplishments, 

we acknowledge the tremendous support from parents, guardians, family members, 

and friends. Thank you for your dedication and commitment throughout their 

journey to receive a first-class education at Southern University. We appreciate your 

encouragement and inspiration.

   Best wishes, 

  John K. Pierre 

Southern University and A&M College Chancellor

2 2

SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
ALUMNI FEDERATION PLEDGE

I__________________, an alumnus of Southern University, do hereby pledge allegiance 

to  the Southern University Alumni Federation, and the great honored institution which it 

represents. I promise to remain loyal, faithful, and steadfast in my support of its programs, 

uplift of its principles, maintenance of its tradition, and defense of its honor.

I further promise to always stand ready to contribute my time, efforts, financial assistance, and 

services toward the advancement of the welfare of the Southern University Alumni Federation 

and my beloved Alma Mater, so help me God.



Welton Bowie
Marcus Brown
Cynthia Bryant

Barbara Carpenter
Eric Cantrelle

De’Andre L. Dearinge
Darrin Dixon

Cameron Fontenot
Courtland Jackson

Beatrice A. Johnson
Joycelyn Johnson 

Kevin Johnson
Deshawn Jones

Debra M. Lawson
Robyn M. Merrick

Naville John Oubre
Tyquencia Parker

Eric T. Reid
Robert René

Donovan L. Segura
Janene Tate

Henry J. Tillman 
Regina Thomas
Johlana Turner
Tisha Walker
Michael Wells

 Sonita Williams
 Clourth Wilson

Luria Young

     2024 FALL COMMENCEMENT 

Committee Members
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Southern University-Baton Rouge is a constituent of the Southern University System.  
 Dennis J. Shields, is the President-Chancellor of the Southern University System.

Myron Lawson, is the Chair of the Southern University Board of Supervisors, 2023.

Southern University and A&M College is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to award 
baccalaureate, master’s, and doctoral degrees. Contact SACSCOC at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097, P (404) 679-4500.

subr.edu/sucommencement
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