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        he movement in Louisiana for an equal opportunity institution of  higher  
learning was sponsored in the 1879 Louisiana State Constitutional Convention 
by delegates P.B.S. Pinchback, T.T. Allain, T.B. Stamps, and Henry Demas. 

Their efforts resulted in the establishment of  this institution for the education of  persons 
of  color in New Orleans. Southern University, chartered by Legislative Act 87 in April 
1880, had a 12-member Board of  Trustees. The act provided for the establishment of  a 
faculty of  “arts and letters” competent in “every branch of  liberal education.” The charter 
sought to open doors of  state higher education to all “persons competent and deserving.” 
Southern opened with 12 students and a $10,000 appropriation. With the passage of  the 
1890 Morrill Act, the University was reorganized to receive land-grant funds.

In 1912, Legislative Act 118 authorized the closing of  Southern University in New Orleans, 
the sale of  its property, and the reestablishment of  the University on a new site. In 1914, 
the “new” Southern University opened in Scotlandville, Louisiana, receiving a portion of  
a $50,000 national land-grant appropriation. Southern University in New Orleans and 
Southern University in Shreveport were authorized by Legislative Acts 28 and 42 in 1956 
and 1964 respectively. The Southern University Board of  Supervisors, a management 
board authorized by the Louisiana Constitution of  1974, was created to govern the Baton 
Rouge, New Orleans, and Shreveport campuses. In 1985, the A.A. Lenoir Law School was 
designated the Southern University Law School. Dedicated in January 2002, Ashford O. 
Williams Hall is home to the fifth SU System campus, the Agricultural Research and 
Extension Center, which is located in Baton Rouge.

History
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CAPS AND GOWNS

	 Academic caps and gowns represent a tradition which has come down from the universities of the 
Middle Ages. They were once common forms of clothing and were retained by the clergy when the la-
ity adopted modern dress. Early European universities were founded by the church and students were 
obliged to wear prescribed gowns and caps at all times.

	 The usual color for gowns in America is black, although some universities are gradually adopting 
colors representative of their institutions. Hoods are lined with the college colors and are trimmed with 
the color appropriate to the degree.

	 Caps are usually black. The tassel for the bachelor’s degree may be the color distinctive of the degree. 
The tassel for the Doctor of Philosophy is made of gold thread.

COLOR OF TASSELS
Agriculture.................................................................................................................................................. Maize

Arts...............................................................................................................................................................White

Business..........................................................................................................................................................Drab

Education..............................................................................................................................................Light Blue

Engineering................................................................................................................................................Orange

Fine Arts...................................................................................................................................................... Brown

Family & Consumer Sciences................................................................................................................Maroon

Mental Health Counseling.................................................................................................................Light Blue

Music...............................................................................................................................................................Pink

Nursing.......................................................................................................................................................Apricot

Public Policy & Urban Affairs..................................................................................................................White

Rehabilitation Counseling...........................................................................................................Golden Yellow

Sciences........................................................................................................................................................White

Speech-Language Pathology.................................................................................................................... Maize

Speech-Language & Audiology............................................................................................................... Maize

Social Work.................................................................................................................................................Citron

Therapeutic Recreation & Leisure Studies.................................................................................... Sage Green

Therapeutic Recreation..................................................................................................................... Sage Green
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Honorable Tony Clayton, Chair
Honorable Reggie Abraham, Vice Chair

Dennis J. Shields, President of the Southern University System and 
Secretary to the Board of Supervisors

Members of the Board

 
Marshals

University Marshal 	 Donovan L. Segura, Ph.D.

Chief Assistant University Marshal	 Lauri Patterson, J.D.

	
 
Assistant University Marshals

	

Chief Academic Officer	 Luria Young, Ph.D.
	 Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
	
Library	 Dawn Ventress Kight, Ph.D.
	 Dean

Dolores Margaret Richard Spikes	 Deadra James Mackie
  Honors College	 Interim Dean 

International and	 Barbara W. Carpenter, Ph.D.
  Continuing Education	 Dean

Officer of Ceremonies	 Johlana Turner 
  	 Interim Registrar

Announcers	 Robert René, Ph.D.
	 SU Board Relations Coordinator
						    
	 Tisha Y. Walker, Ph.D. 
	 Associate Dean of Graduate Enrollment/Budget Operations

 

Southern University Board of Supervisors

Jackie Bryant
Christopher Chappell, Ph.D.
Lanell Kent Craig, Ph.D.
Fareed Dawan, Ph.D.
James Durriseau, Ph.D.
Marlin Ford, Ph.D.
Craig Heinzen, Ph.D.

Richard Hobson
Yasser Ismail, Ph.D.
Carmen Ginn Johnese, Ph.D.
Maryam Jahan, Ph.D.
Melissa Johnson, Ph.D.
Emily Jackson-Osagie, Ph.D.
Lauri Patterson, J.D.

Penny Sterling
Anthony Stewart, Ph.D. 
Tracey Taylor-Jarrell, Ph.D.
Catrice Tolbert, Ph.D.
Yaw Twumasi, Ph.D.
Brian Warren, Ph.D.
Charmaine Williams, Ph.D.

Honorable Paul Matthews, Congressional District 1
Honorable Chris Masengill, Congressional District 1
Honorable Edwin M. Shorty Jr., Congressional District 2
Honorable Maple L. Gaines, Congressional District 2
Honorable Quincy Cawthorne, Congressional District 3
Honorable Samuel C. Tolbert Jr., Congressional District 3
Honorable Zazell V. Dudley, Congressional District 4

Honorable Henry Whitehorn, Congressional District 4
Honorable Ann A. Smith, Congressional District 5
Honorable Myron K. Lawson, Congressional District 5
Honorable Rani G. Whitfield, Congressional District 6
Honorable Donald Ray Henry, At Large
Honorable Domoine D. Rutledge, At Large

Chief Student Marshals	 Brandis Lee, Zachary
	 Earielle London, Zachary
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Spring 2025
John K. Pierre

Chancellor, Southern University and A&M College 

Presiding

Processional	 “Pomp and Circumstance” by Sir Edward Elgar	

Invocation	 The Reverend Fred Jeff Smith
		  Pastor
		  Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church, Baton Rouge

Anthems	 “The Star Spangled Banner” 
		  Performed by the Southern University Wind Ensemble and Concert Choir
		  “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing”
		  Performed by Southern University Concert Choir	

Introduction of Speaker 	  John K. Pierre

		
Commencement Address	 Nadja West, M.D., Lieutenant General (retired)
			   United States Army			 
	

Presentation of                      	 Lt. Col. Gary Brooks
 Commissions	 Professor of Military Science
 	                                      	 Army ROTC Unit, Southern University and A&M College

 
Certification of                    	  Luria Young, Ph.D. 
   Degree Candidates

Awarding of Posthumous	 John K. Pierre 
   Degree	

	

Conferring of Degrees           	 John K. Pierre

	                               

	                                          	

			   Orlando F. McMeans, Ph.D.   
			   Chancellor/Dean, College of Agricultural, Human and  
			      Environmental Sciences



Souther n Univers it y  and A&M C olle g e

5

	                                          	 Donald Andrews, Ph.D.  
			   Dean, College of Business

	                                          	 Cynthia Bryant, Ph.D. 
			   Dean, College of Humanities and Interdisciplinary Studies                                   

			   Sandra C. Brown, DNS 
			   Dean, College of Nursing and Allied Health  

			   Lealon Martin, Ph.D. 
			   Dean, College of Sciences and Engineering 
 
	                                          	 Damien Ejigiri, Ph.D. 
			   Dean, Nelson Mandela College of Government and  
			     Social Sciences

Remarks &	  Dennis J. Shields
	   Acknowledgements	 President, Southern University System

			   John K. Pierre

	

Induction into                        	 Darrin Dixon                                                                                                                                            
 Alumni Federation                	    Director, Southern University Alumni Affairs and 
			        Executive Director, Southern University Alumni Federation

The Alma Mater                   	 “O Southern, Dear Southern”	  
	                                      	 By R.E. Brown Jr.

Benediction	  The Reverend Fred Jeff Smith

Recessional	 “Pomp and Circumstance” 

The following list of graduates represents the most accurate information available at publication.  
The appearance of a name on this program and/or participation in the ceremony is  

presumptive of graduation, but not conclusive.
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Nyle L. Banks, Lenexa, KS
Essence N. Buckner, Gretna
Ahlayna M. Calhoun, Monroe
Halle Bernice Croff, Stone Mountain, GA
Tori Alexandria Eddie, Memphis, TN
Sincere J. English, Greensburg

*Cyra A. Ford, Baton Rouge
**Napoleon Gallien Jr., Opelousas
Cailan Milan Gatlin, Chula Vista, CA
Kailey Mackenzie Glass, Fresno, TX
Karrington D. Hall, Baton Rouge
Eboni Ladasha Hayes, Covington
Lanie M. Hayes, Opelousas
Denim S. Hill, Bastrop
Kennedy Logan Hughes, Chicago, IL
Amaryia Jackson, Miramar, FL
Tyler Terrell Jackson, Baton Rouge
Desiree L. James, Baton Rouge
Kaitlyn Renee Johnson, Baton Rouge	
Nickolas L. Lawrence, Hammond

Bacari Aaron Long, Tangipahoa 
Bennie Ray Loyd, Chicago, IL
Logan MacKenzye Mitchell, Reserve
Mckel M. Muse, Belle Rose
Kennedy M. Orr, Chicago, IL

*Madisyn Leanna Porter, Atlanta, GA
*Austin Mitchell Powe, Mobile, AL
*Leah Renee Reeves, Houston, TX
Jerryan Bennei Shaheem Richard, 
   Midway, GA
Antoine Richardson, Wynne, AR
Nicolette JoAnn Sims, Arlington, TX
Madison Jerelle Smith, Newellton

*Zion Kaleb Stanley, Arlington, TX
Trinyty A. Turner, Stone Mountain, GA
Ian O. Washington, Baton Rouge
Nyla Benay Wilson, Clinton, MD
Sade Chanel Woodard, Addis
Faith Valjunn Woods, Baton Rouge

Agricultural Sciences

Family and Consumer Sciences

KéShae Ajara Brumfield, Baton Rouge
Asia A. George, Ville Platte
Donavan Leday, Opelousas
Earielle Vivian Jean London, Zachary 

Bria J. Rudison, Denham Springs
Cheyenne Marie Wilkinson, Centreville, MS 
Kailynn Alayia Williams, Prairieville

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, HUMAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
Orlando F. McMeans, Ph.D., Chancellor/ Dean

Earielle London, Student Marshal

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Miraj Janay Cole, Westwego	
Jimiya A. Diggs, Houma
Pierre J. Dupre, Opelousas
Kamryn G. Eugene, Lafayette
Tia Jonaé Gordon, Opelousas
Khadijah Monae Jackson, Zachary
Kennedy Phillips, New Orleans

Nyasha Renee Sims, Mansfield, TX
I’Asia Tiana Smith, Kentwood
A’Kira Tionne Tate, Baton Rouge
Drew Alexis Walker, Carrollton, TX
Jordan E. Washington, Baton Rouge
Haley J. Watts, Stone Mountain, GA

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN URBAN FORESTRY
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Ardia S. Bullock, Pearl River
Taylor D. Carter, Slaughter	
Tajah Lanae Griffin, Belle Rose
Brandis N. Lee, Zachary	

*Kiara Lashon Lewis, Baker
Mecca Myangel Lewis, 
   North Little Rock, AR

*Elijah Jeremiyah Marks, Lafayette
*Naila Naloni Matthews, Zachary
Aaliyah M. Provo, Plaquemine 
Thad’Meshia L. Scott, Springhill
Jordan Renard White, New Orleans
Baili N. Williams, Crowley, TX
Daijah N. Williamson, Bellwood, IL

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ACCOUNTING

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Donald Andrews, Ph.D., Dean

Brandis N. Lee, Student Marshal

Mireille Atemkeng, Wylie, TX
*Terae Collins, Baker
Sydni A. Fornis, Tuscaloosa, AL
Ranard Antoine Grace, Madison, MS

*Makala D. Henderson, Ruston

Jaylen M. Hughes, McComb, MS
Chase J. Metoyer, Baton Rouge
Nalone Raymond Sumo, Baton Rouge
Jy’Trevian Ver’Zhon Vance, Houston, TX

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN FINANCE
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Tamia Bailey, Vacherie	
JáMon D. Gracin, Smyrna, GA
Naomi Kai Johnson-Smith, Southfield, MI
Kayce Rachelle Milton, Baton Rouge 
Kelsey A. Quinney, Grand Prairie, TX

Christin J. Smally, Lancaster, TX
Kya A. Thumbutu, Katy, TX
Hailey Alexsandria Washington,  
   New Orleans	

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MARKETING

Kinnady Barlow, Hattiesburg, MS
DéAysia Marae Bell, Baton Rouge
Michaé La Boudreaux, Zachary
Terrington Butler, Baton Rouge
*Gimia Ashanti Callahan, Covington
Christopher J. Casma, Port Allen
Alissa Castaneda, Fontana, CA

*Tailer Nichole Curtis-Hortman, 
   Menomonee Falls, WI
Elise Noelle Doomes, Baton Rouge
Matthew B. Foster, Donaldsonville
Jakirae D. Frey, Houma
Sheryah Davae Gavel, Lee’s Summit, MO

Laquiana S. Harris, Baton Rouge
Destini A. Jackson, Monroe
JáKai Antwan Jones, Seaford, DE
Arthur K. Joseph, Bossier City
Christina A. Mayer, Livonia
Ashten Moore, Los Angeles, CA
Kirsten F. Perro, Franklin
Lawrence Anthony Price, Las Vegas, NV

*Nikiya Sullen, Harvey
Jada Taylor, Porter, TX
Jerry Varnado, New Orleans
DéAndre L. Waites, Cedar Hill, TX
Lantonio A. White, Donaldsonville

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
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BACHELOR OF INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

Joshua Antonio Alexander, Bartlett, TN
*Charlina Allen, Lafayette
Clarissa West Anderson, Zachary
Angel M Bagent, Slidell

*Taj Kenaz Bates, Christiansted, VI
* Jaycee B. Battiste, Plaquemine
Ricardeau Isaiah Brutus-Rigaud, 
   Methuen, MA
Naja’Ree Campbell, Westerville, OH
Destiny J. Carrier, Baton Rouge
Alexis N. Cormier, Baton Rouge
Jelani Davis, St. Louis, MO
Kobe J. Dillon, Ferriday 
Destini G. Easterling, Montgomery, AL
Krystal R. Green, Baton Rouge
Travis Terrel Hall, Baton Rouge

Nelson Raytreven Harrison, Opelousas
Tatyana Holden, Baton Rouge
*Horacio Johnson, Miami, FL
Kambria Trystan Jones, Baker
TáChelle Logan, Alexandria
Nicholas Quinn Luckett, Kingwood, TX
Jalon E. Mack, Allen, TX
Triton H. Patin, Zachary
Jakeya Jartrall Prince-Lumpkins, 
   Jeanerette
Justine R. Sampy, Lafayette
Schyler B. Shelmire, Baton Rouge
Victor Lemar Thomas, Shreveport
Kennith Daniel Tolliver, Baton Rouge
Charles A. Whitley, Baton Rouge

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Cynthia Bryant,  Ph.D., Dean
Kara Porter, Student Marshal

BACHELOR OF ARTS
English

Joseph D. Isadore, Lafayette	

Fredricka L. Clark, West Monroe
Ashanta Kishal Gleason, Baton Rouge

Michael Latulas, New Iberia
	

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MASS COMMUNICATIONS

Craig J. Ambeau, Donaldsonville 
Corimonae L. Bay, Houston, TX

*Jenna S Bernard, Plaquemine
Sydney Michelle Cuillier, Houston, TX
Jazmon lorihanne Derousselle, Houston,TX
Dominic M. Dotson, Baton Rouge
Makayla Arianna Elzy, Baton Rouge
Asiah A. Ervin, Mansfield, TX
Sydney Rochelle Fairbanks, Rosharon, TX
Vincent Honey, Baton Rouge
Desmond W. Honore, Zachary
Jonrell J. Jones, Vacherie	

Blake Margaret Lanier, Missouri City, TX
Ashley Nicole-Viola Lovelace, 
   Moorestown, NJ
Braelen Todd Morgan, Baton Rouge
Kara Thais Porter, Elk Grove, CA
Grant Andrew Prince, Stafford, TX
Karah Lynn Rainwater, 
   Rancho Cucamonga, CA
Dorian Scott Stewart, Los Angeles, CA
Eric Donnell White, Donaldsonville

*Christopher D. Williams, Baton Rouge
Kashara LaShay Young, Baton Rouge

History



COLLEGE OF NURSING AND ALLIED HEALTH
Sandra Brown, DNS, APRN, FNP-BC, CNE, ANEF, FAANP, FAAN, Ph.D., Dean

Anaya Vaughn, Student Marshal

BACHELOR OF MUSIC

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Colyn Carlos, Franklin	
Ervin Garrison, Baton Rouge

*GuýTreyl Ahjuwa Kent, Cedar Hill, TX

Sergio Reyes, Houston, TX
Devin Lee Scott, Zachary

DéIsha L. Brown, Baton Rouge
Taylor Ariana Curtis, Houston, TX

Kennedi Nicole Hudson, Addis
	

Rehabilitation Services

Therapeutic Recreation & Leisure Studies

Jolessia A. Brown, Denham Springs
Katherine Ann Dunson, Gonzales
Mya Alexandria Griffith, Chicago, IL
Kyndall Carleen Lawson, Chicago, IL
Alana K. Mark, Lake Charles	

Kaitlin Shekera McIntyre, Cumming, GA
Amina Lenora Mitchell, Grand Prairie, TX
Samaria T. Smith, Baton Rouge
Anaya Monyae Vaughn, Gulfport, MS
Paris G. Washington, Bossier City

Autumn Kelly Austin, Hawthorne, CA
Marcus Jerome Borne, Harvey
Shaylan B. Cummings, Denham Springs
Airicka V. Gibbs, Baton Rouge
Kaiden C. Kennedy, Antioch, TN
Jaimarco D. Major, Monroe
Amiya K. Nelson, Lake Charles 

Jailyn R. Rogers, Jackson, MS
*Luke Jeremiah Rose, Ocala, FL
Shani Aaliyah Lena Simon,  
   Stone Mountain, GA
Giftee Tor, Houston, TX
Shelby Watts, Upper Marlboro, MD

*Joseph Allen Williams, Mobile, AL

Marcanthony J. Abernathy, Wylie, TX
DáOn Alexis Acosta, Spring, TX
Betzy Aguilar-Hernandez, St. Amant
Brooklyn A. Aikens, Prairieville
Teyvian Dante Allen, Houston, TX
Cordney A. Armstrong, Moreno Valley, CA
Dajah Y. Askins, Plaquemine
Taja A. Baldwin, Jeanerette
DáNija T’Ione Batiste, New Iberia	
Lyric Rae Bourgeois, Baton Rouge
Asjia Monae Brock-Johnson, Atlanta, GA
Alexis T. Burton, Monroe
Trina D. Campbell, Clinton
Rhaevyn N. Citizen, Humble, TX
Justice Peyton Clark, Chicago, IL
Corey Demarco Clinton, Baton Rouge
Reagan Breal Coates, Baton Rouge

Jessica D. Ford, Opelousas
Tami Nekeysha Frierson, Shreveport
Adalacya J. Guidry, Opelousas
Kennedi N. Hardman, Monroe
Aniyah S’Dae Hart, Cedar Hill, TX
Kennedy Helaina Hewitt, 
   Jackson, MS
Demya A. Hines, Franklin
Jamira N. Hunter, Baton Rouge
Reyla Jackson, Baton Rouge
DeMia Elaine January, Fontana, CA
Hope A. Jefferson, Angie
Danyelle Marie Johnson, New Orleans
Dontrell Darion Johnson, Sulphur 
Shania J’Nay Jones, Zachary
Taja S. Jones, Cypress, TX
Raven Cheyenne Keith, Baker

9
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COLLEGE OF SCIENCES AND ENGINEERING
Lealon Martin, Ph.D., Dean

Akajiugo A. Amucheazi, Student Marshal

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Biology

Akajiugo A. Amucheazi, Nigeria
Mya Rasha Bailey, Bloomington, CA
Brienn C. Baptiste, Baton Rouge
Sydney Celeste Bellamy,  
   Pembroke Pines, FL
Jaeslyn Brenae Frazier, Richwood, TX
Jordan Nicole Hunter, Durham, NC
Kaila Joseph, Gonzales
Carli Jeanette Newton, Lafayette 
Charia D. Ratliff, Natchitoches

Soniyah Jacqueline Reed, Slidell
Tranisha A. Thomas, Prairieville
Taeyeschanaye Qkeeahmi Mahdi Villia, 
  Baton Rouge
Chyna Nicole Williams, Baton Rouge
Mackenzie Simone Wilson,  
   Los Angeles, CA
Katherine Yarbrough, Houston, TX

Nicholas Bovian Brown, Society Hill, SC
Sydney Nicole Galtney, Jackson, MS
Kayla Lashea Gray, Tallahassee, FL
Aleah T. Haynes, Fresno, TX
Kennedy A. Jones, Wetumpka, AL
Kearsten A. Lee, Kenner

Armanie T. Reed, Miramar, FL
Destiny J. Taplin, Baker	
Diamond D'sha Thierry, Lake Charles
Courtney Faith Washington, Donaldsonville
Kaya B. Washington, Vidalia

Jamar Kenner, Baton Rouge
Briana LaShay Mabry, Canton, MS
Cameron Maclin, Richton Park, IL
Tailajah M. Martin, Harvey
Akiah A. McGilberry, Ellisville, MS
Demishia J. Mcginnis, Monroe
Rodnekia Mitchell, Donaldsonville
Raven L. Moffett, Mobile, AL
Alayasia Trinity Neveu, St. Martinville
Aniah Aaliyah Newman, New Orleans
Ethel J. Norman, Zachary
Leah J. Orphey, Lake Charles
Sierra Tranae Patton, Shreveport
Destiny D. Phillips, Franklin
Jaeda Monique Ray, Kissimmee, FL
Mya Milan Ricketts, Zwolle
Tytiana LáChae Showers, Denham Springs
Aaliyah A. Smith, Franklin
Malaysha Allice Smith, Montgomery, AL

Natalie Loran Smith, Matteson, IL
Shontell D. Smith, Breaux Bridge
Gabrielle Marie St. Julien, Baker
Chinyere Niya Stanfield, 
   Oklahoma City, OK
Deja M. Stepter, Zachary
Asia Darlene Sumlin, Reserve 
Dayja T. Topps, Greensburg
Ray Field Washington, IV, Ripley, TN
Tarnyon Beyee Westley, Baker
Charkayla Mone’T Whitley, New Orleans
Dana Cheri Williams, Baton Rouge
Jakaylan L. Williams, Baton Rouge
Jer’Kayla K. Williams, Greensburg
Markeanna S. Williams, Shreveport
Meghann Gabryelle Williams, White Castle
Jaylen J. Wilson, Gonzales
Tarneisha Marie Young, Zachary

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING Continued...
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CIVIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MATHEMATICS AND PHYSICS

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

Frankie Dorsey, Zachary
Rashard Alexander Grace, Madison, MS
Alton Holloway, Jr., New Orleans
Makalen Deshawn Jefferson, Cloutierville
Gabrielle Alisha Johnson, New Orleans
Nia Danielle LaCour, New Roads

Trevonte Shamar Lewis, Baton Rouge
Malik A Rashad, Silver Spring, MD
Tyrone Anthony Russell, Gonzales
Kelsey Jeanné Spears, Baton Rouge
Sabiya Yalena Taylor, Brooklyn, NY
Gabriel Amari Whitfield, Monroe

Nicholas K. Vallair, Opelousas	

Jaleicia L. Miller, Baton Rouge Jeremiah E. Moncriffe, New Orleans

Jerrell D. Dominique, White Castle	
Ashante Arielle Gatlin, Chula Vista, CA
Tyree Madden, Jennings
Kiera Nicole McCarter, Lilburn, GA

Christopher W. O'Neal, Baton Rouge
Skye Milan Taylor,Gonzales

Lexci O'Nea Ferguson, Baton Rouge Kennedy Rebekah Morgan, Baker
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Political Science

NELSON MANDELA COLLEGE OF GOVERNMENT AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Damien Ejigiri, Ph.D., Dean

Jasmine Simmons, Student Marshal
 

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Keondra L. Carter, Sorrento
Jonathan Domoniq Davis, League City, TX
Kameron Dowling, Stone Mountain, GA
Katelynn Harrison, Melville
Katrell Hickerson, Shreveport
Logann Breann Houston,  
   Powder Springs, GA
Robyn Hughes, Gretna	

Jaria A. Hunter, Monroe
Kobe D. Kelson, White Castle
Mackenzie Elle Knight, Murfreesboro, TN
Caleigh B. Lester, Shreveport
Jaune Monique Robinson, Bossier City
Amaya LaRae Rosser, Memphis, TN
Jalen Strickland, Bellwood, IL
Chandler Maisean Taylor, Baton Rouge
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Psychology

Sociology

Madison K. Armstrong, Monroe
Marian L. Attaway, Crowley, TX
Kaitlin Bethely, Zachary

*Jazmine Beverly, Bridge City
*Edna M. Brown, Baton Rouge
Jalynne B. Brown, Baker
Kira R. Brown, Fresno, TX
Keondra L. Carter, Sorrento
Tamara Gabriela Chavez, Lima, Peru
Rachel Cole, Stone Mountain, GA
Christian Madison Davis, Covington, GA
Whitnee A. Davis, Baton Rouge

*Baluck Deang, Madison, WI
Randesha JáMyra Dickson, 
   Denham Springs

*Basia Micahl Doran, Opelousas
Brittany Alon Eddie, Port Arthur, TX
Cierra Ashlyn Epps, Houston, TX
Trevonne Frank, Vacherie
Laila Simone Hazel, Carson, CA

*Crystal N. Hughes, Denham Springs
Amari S. Johnson, Alexandria

*Antrice D. Johnson, Baton Rouge
Kolby Grant Johnson, Baton Rouge

Ali C. Land, Los Angeles, CA
*TáChana VáLese Lee, Houston, TX
*Karli Brooklyn Leflore, Madison, MS
Camille Carmen Lewis, Matura, TD

*Courtney D. Long, Breaux Bridge
*Isley Estella Francis Millender, 
   Baton Rouge
Bayley L. Neubauer, Pasadena, CA
Miesha D. Parker, Montpelier
Amari Penton, Cedar Hill, TX

*Khari Keniece Price, Phoenix, AZ
*Jaelyn Kamille Reeves, Chicago, IL
Raven D. Sanfie, Baton Rouge	
Nevaeh A. Savannah, Shreveport 
Nia Lauren Smart, Baton Rouge
Bailee D. St. Romain, Baytown, TX
Alex Alexius Sterling, Carencro

*Twajuana Blair Spears, Baton Rouge
*Latesha T. Tate, Dallas, TX
LaVaria NaQuan Thompson, Winnsboro
Kristin D. Vessel, Baton Rouge
Messiah Faith Welcome, Philadelphia, PA
Skye Dyasia Williams, Houston, TX
Sade N. Woods, San Antonio, TX

JáNeice C. Allen, Slidell
Sydney E. Babineaux, LaPorte, TX
Faithe Pearlianna Bates, Westwego	
Leroy Thomas Bowers, Cincinnati, OH
Kalil Terrel Anthony Cox, Marrero
Tidjiane Dioumassi, Arcueil, France
Jasmine Ann Foley, Ponchatoula 
Diamond D. Ford, Tallulah

Dupree Gabriel Fuller Jr, Canoga Park, CA
Ashante Arielle Gatlin, Chula Vista, CA
Dylan R. Jones, Atlanta, GA
Jordyn Nicole Jones, Baton Rouge
Anna Nichelle King, Baton Rouge
Khyle Leighton Radcliffe, Chicago, IL
Ashanti L. Scott, New Llano
Derrick L. Tezeno, Melville

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Yahria A. Bass, Arlington, TX
Kaily R. Breaux, Jennings
Lagarian R. Bridgewater, Natchez, MS
Christian A. Cameron, Baton Rouge
Lamaria Nicole Carraway,  
   Lake Providence
Hershyia T. Carter, Monroe
D’Asia Charles, Christiansted, VQ
Shakhari J. Claiborne, Bremerton, WA

Brooklynn Zhalealer Collins, Ferriday
Kennedy A. Comeaux, Opelousas
Courtney Ann Davis, New Orleans
Preia Myishia Everett, Detroit, MI
Jeremiah Franklin, Carbondale, IL
YáKerria Racquel Gay, Shreveport

*Samantha Hairston, Alexandria
Juan Gonzales, Harahan
Trinity Alexis Hayes, Shreveport
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN SOCIAL WORK

Sonnisha Tierra Clark, Alexandria
Danisha M. Davis, Belle Rose

*Marviona La’Neeka East, Holden
Helen Preslyn Franklin, Baton Rouge
Jasmin Dawuan Franklin, Zachary	
Jarmain Harrell, Baton Rouge

Sydni Andrea Harrell, Slidell
Jade Simone Louis, Cincinnati, OH
Darquarius W. Pitcher, Baton Rouge
Elisabeth R. Semwile, Pontiac, MI
Arien C. Williams, Maringouin

13

* indicates summer candidates

Danielle Michelle Hollis, Cedar Hill, TX
Nyla A. Isaac, Baton Rouge 
DéAnthony Danzel James, Prairieville
Aleia B. Johnson, Gretna

*Emily Johnson, Jackson, MS
KéAmari Ariel Johnson. Lafayette
Nia Amiri Johnson, St. Martinville
Tyliana B. Jones, Baton Rouge 
Janacia K. Landry, Gonzales
Myaka A. Lane, Geismar	
Deja Nicole Lee, New Orleans
Jada Lee, Baton Rouge
Rebecca Lemon, Baton Rouge
Catiffany S. Mcpipe, Zachary
Tanasia Moore, Waterloo
Danina Morlte, Alexandria
Shemiah Meyah Neblett, Bossier City
Jasmine N. Okorafor, Missouri City, TX
Aylani C. Ottley, El Paso, TX
Tisa A. Peoples, Baton Rouge

Kenny Lee Pham, Port Arthur, TX
Michael Dewayne Robinson, Baton Rouge
Julian Jesus Saucedo, Dallas, TX

*Jaylyn Trenell Savoy, Denham Springs
Mykedra Eugenik Scott, Sondheimer
Marcus J. Sharp, Baton Rouge
Jasmine Miracle Simmons, Opelousas 
Garius Javon Stevenson, Youngsville
Amilyah R. Taylor, Coushatta
Tamiyah LáNaye Thomas, Opelousas
Laila R. Thompson, Roanoke
Jazz N. Tilford, Houston, TX
Torica Jarae Tyler, Washington
*Cassandra Webster, Duson
Destiny M. Wells, Kenner
Kyleesia White, Clinton
DéAsha Lashea Williams, Patterson
Kiyah M. Woods, Columbia, MO
Tanoah Rashawn Wright, Slidell

SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY AT SHREVEPORT
DIVISION OF BUSINESS, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND 

MATHEMATICS
DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY

Dr. Wilford Claville, Interim Dean
Dr. Kenie Moses, Department Head
Dr. Vahid Atashbari, Program Lead

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE IN ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY CON-
CENTRATION IN PROCESS TECHNOLOGY

James Batiste, Miami, FL
Kathy Kennedy, Baton Rouge

Jahcarius E. Kelly, Baton Rouge
Zairu McDonald, Gaithersburg, MD

**Posthumous Degree
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DOLORES MARGARET RICHARD SPIKES
HONORS COLLEGE GRADUATES

Completing their Matriculation with Full Honors
Deadra James Mackie, Interim Dean, Honors College

and Assistant Professor of Biology, College of Sciences and Engineering

Akajuigo Amucheazi
Degree: B.S. in Biology
Thesis Title:  Understanding the Role of pRb in
	 Epstein-Barr Virus Replication
Thesis Advisor:  Rona Scott, Ph.D.
	 Department of Microbiology and 
	    Immunology Louisiana State	
	 University Health Science Center 
	    –    Shreveport, LA

Edgan Atkins
Degree: B.S. in Civil Engineering
Thesis Title:  Unpaved Promises:  The Effects of
	 Funding Gaps and Poor Planning in  
	 Louisiana’s Roadway Infrastructure
Thesis Advisor:  Ronald Lee, PE
    	 Department of Civil Engineering
    	 College of Sciences and 	
	    Engineering

Mya Bailey
Degree: B.S. in Biology
Thesis Title:  Investigating the Effects Of
	 Fibulin 3 on Stat3 Signaling in Pancreatic
    	 Cancer 
Thesis Advisor:  Tanganika Johnson, Ph.D.
   	 Department of Biology and 	
	   Chemistry
   	 College of Sciences and Engineering

Jenna S. Bernard
Degree: B.S. in Mass Communication
Thesis Title: Marketing and Branding in the
	 Modern Age: The Authentic Path to
	 Collaboration and Innovation
Thesis Advisor:  Yolanda Campbell, Ph.D.
    	 Department of Mass 	
	   Communication
    	 College of Humanities and 	
	    Interdisciplinary Studies

Miraj J. Cole
Degree: B.S. in Family and Consumer 
	 Sciences
Thesis Title:  Soul Food Sunday: Demographic and 
    Dietary Risk Factors for Chronic Disease in the
    African American Community 
Thesis Advisor:  Melissa Johnson, Ph.D., MS, 
	               ACUE
    	 Department of Family and 	
	   Consumer Sciences
	 College of Agricultural, Human, and 
	    Environmental Sciences

Whitnee Davis
Degree: B.S. in Psychology
Thesis Title:  Parental Involvement and Its Impact
  	  on the Educational Outcomes of Black
   	 Children in Urban Schools
Thesis Advisor:  Jaymes Durriseau, Ph.D.
   	 Department of Psychology
   	 Nelson Mandela College of 
	   Government and Social Sciences

Demia E. January
Degree: B.S. in Nursing
Thesis Title:  Nurse Burnout as It Relates to Job
	 Satisfaction 
Thesis Advisor:  Rosalynn Thyssen, Ph.D.,  
	              MHA, MSN, RN
   College of Nursing and Allied Health

Mackenzie E. Knight
Degree: B.A. in Political Science
Thesis Title:  Examining How Social Media    
	 Disinformation Specifically Targets  
	 Black Communities
Thesis Advisor:  Albert Samuels, Ph.D.
    	 Department of Political Science
    	 Nelson Mandela College of 
	    Government and Social Sciences
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Ali Land
Degree: B.S. in Psychology
Thesis Title:  Lady in Red: The Effects of the Color
	 Red on Perceived and Sexual  
	 Attractiveness Among Male African 
	 American College Students
Thesis Advisor:  Reginald Rackley, Ph.D.
    	 Department of Psychology
    	 Nelson Mandela College of 	
	    Government and Social Sciences

Brandis N. Lee
Degree: B.S. in Accounting
Thesis Title:  Barriers and Challenges: The 
	 Experiences of African American 
	  Accountants In Corporate America 
Thesis Advisor:  Lauri R. Patterson, MBA, JD
    	 Department of Accounting, Finance
	    & Economics
    	 College of Business

Caleigh Lester
Degree: B.A. in Political Science
Thesis Title:  Effective Ingredients for Juvenile
	 Delinquency: A Study on Prevention  
	 Programs to Reduce Recidivism Rates of  
	 Youth in Shreveport, La  
Thesis Advisor:  Melanie Johnson, Ph.D.
    	 Department of Political Science
    	 Nelson Mandela College of 	
	    Government and Social Sciences

Jasmine N. Okorafor
Degree: B.S. in Criminal Justice
Thesis Title:  Punishment vs. Rehabilitation: A 
	 Qualitative Study on the Houston, Texas 
	 Criminal Justice System 
Thesis Advisor:  Abiodun Raufu, Ph.D.
    	 Department of Criminal Justice
    	 Nelson Mandela College of 	
	    Government and Social Sciences

Kennedy M. Orr
Degree: B.S. in Agricultural Sciences
Thesis Title:  When the Unorthodox Becomes The
	 Savior: Will Kratom Substitute Opioids? 
Thesis Advisor:  Harold Mellieon Jr., Ph.D.
    	 Department of Agricultural Sciences 	
	    & Technology
    	 College of Agricultural, Human, and 	
	    Environmental Sciences

Amari S. Penton
Degree: B.S. in Psychology
Thesis Title:  The Effects of Cultural Mistrust and
	 the Hypervigilance on Attitudes Towards  
	 the Police Among African American  
	 College Students 
Thesis Advisor:  Reginald Rackley, Ph.D.
    	 Department of Psychology
    	 Nelson Mandela College of 	
	    Government and Social Sciences

Kelsey A. Quinney
Degree: B.S. in Marketing
Thesis Title:  Social Impact Marketing: Strategies 
	 for Building Trust in Underserved 
	 Communities 
 Thesis Advisor:  Ronald T. Jackson, MS
   	 Department of Management and 	
	    Marketing
   	 College of Business

Leah Reeves
Degree: B.S. in Animal Science
Thesis Title:  Facilitators and Barriers of HBCU 
	   STEM Education
Thesis Advisor:  Crystal Vance, Ph.D.
    	 Department of Agricultural Sciences
    	 College of Agricultural, Family, and  
	 Consumer Sciences



Jailyn Rogers 
Degree: B.S. in Therapeutic Recreation and  
	 Leisure Studies
Thesis Title:  A Literature Review of 
 	 Louisiana’s 2015 Therapeutic Recreational
	 Therapy Staffing Mandates in  
	 Psychiatric Facilities
Thesis Advisor: Kathryn Jones, Ph.D.
	 Department of Therapeutic 	
	    Recreation
    	 College of Nursing and Allied 	
	    Health

Amaya Rosser
Degree: B.A. in Political Science
Thesis Title:  The Role of Women in Politics  
	 Shaping Healthcare Policies 
Thesis Advisor:  Eugene Johnson, Ph.D.
    	 Department of Political Science
    	 Nelson Mandela College of
	    Government and Social Sciences

Ashanti L. Scott
Degree: B.S. in Sociology
Thesis Title:  An Assessment of Foreign Language
    	 Exposure on Media Consumption
Thesis Advisor:  Juliette Raymond, Ph.D.
    	 Department of Sociology
    	 Nelson Mandela College of 
	    Government and Social Sciences

Nicolette J. Sims
Degree: B.S. in Agricultural Sciences
Thesis Title:  Low-Cost Humidity Manipulation  
	 for Chick Incubation 
Thesis Advisor:  Jodi Morton, Ph.D.
   	 Department of Animal Science
   	 College of Agricultural, Human, and 	
	    Environmental Sciences

Malaysha A. Smith
Degree: B.S. in Nursing
Thesis Title:  Identifying the Barriers to Quality
	 Healthcare and Health Maintenance for 
	  School Age Children Diagnosed with
	 Diabetes in Rural Alabama: An Integrated
	 Literature Review
Thesis Advisor:  Rosalynn Thyssen, Ph.D., 	
	    MHA, MSN, RN
	 College of Nursing and Allied Health

Skye M. Taylor
Degree: B.S. in Mechanical Engineering
Thesis Title: Powder Separation Device for
	 Recycling in Multi-Material Laser Powder 
	 Bed Fusion
Thesis Advisor:  Congyuan Zeng, Ph.D.
   	 Department of Mechanical 	
	    Engineering
   	 College of Sciences and Engineering

Jazz N. Tilford
Degree: B.S. in Criminal Justice
Thesis Title:  Breaking the Cycle: Does Education,
	 Age, Area, Employment, Race, and  
	 Treatment Impact the Recidivism Rate in  
	 The United States?
Thesis Advisor:  Orscini Beard, Ph.D.
    	 Department of Criminal Justice
    	 Nelson Mandela College of 	
	    Government and Social Sciences

Nicholas Vallair
Degree: B.S. in Civil Engineering
Thesis Title:  Navigating Louisiana’s Poor Soil 
	 Conditions: Strategies for Stabilization 
Thesis Advisor:  Hang Yin, Ph.D.
    	 Department of Civil & Environmental 	
	    Engineering
    	 College of Sciences and Engineering
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Anaya M. Vaughn
Degree: B.S. in Rehabilitation Services
Thesis Title:  From Diagnosis to Daily Living: 
	 Accessing the Lived-In Experiences of  
	 African American Families Raising a  
	 Child with Autism 
Thesis Advisor:  Noel A. Ysasi, Ph.D.
   	 Department of Rehabilitation, 	
	    Disability Studies & Counseling
   	 College of Nursing and Allied Health

Kailynn Williams 
Degree: B.S. in Urban Forestry
Thesis Title:  Branches of Health: The Power of 
	 Urban Forest in Building Climate 
	 Resilience and Public Well–Being 
Thesis Advisor:  Brian Watkins, Ph.D.
	 Department of Urban Forestry & 	
	    Natural Resources
    	 College of Agricultural, Human, and 	
	    Environmental Sciences

Faith V. Woods
Degree: B.S. in Agricultural Business
Thesis Title:  Assessing the Impact Food Deserts
   	  have on Public Health: Exploring North 
	  Baton Rouge’s Limited Access to Healthy 
	 Food Options
Thesis Advisor:  Harold Mellieon Jr., Ph.D.
   	 Department of Agricultural Sciences
   	 College of Agricultural, Family, and 	
	    Consumer Sciences

Kiyah M. Woods 
Degree: B.S. in Criminal Justice
Thesis Title:  Capital Punishment: A Deterrent to 
	 The Crime of First Degree Murder 
Thesis Advisor:  Orscini Beard, Ph.D.
    	 Department of Criminal Justice
    	 Nelson Mandela College of 	
	    Government and Social Sciences
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CANDIDATES FOR COMMISSION
SPRING 2025

United States Army

Second Lieutenant Justice Peyton Clark
United States Army (Active Duty)
Army Nurse Corps  

Second Lieutenant Trinity Alexis Hayes
Louisiana Army National Guard
Adjutant General Corps  

Second Lieutenant Marcus Jamal Sharp
Louisiana Army National Guard
Military Intelligence

Second Lieutenant Dana Cheri Williams
United States Army (Active Duty)
Army Nurse Corps
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Mya Bailey
Kinnady Barlow

Yahria Bass
Lyric Bourgeois
Hershyia Carter

Alissa Castaneda
Kennedy Comeaux

Dominic Dotson
Katherine Dunson

Pierre Dupre
Makayla Elzy
*Cierra Epps

Lexci O'Nea Ferguson
Cailan Gatlin
Asia George

Ranard Grace
Katelynn Harrison

Trinity Hayes
Alton Holloway

Jaria Hunter
Kaitlyn Johnson

Nia Johnson
Ja’Kai Jones

Donavan Leday
*Karli Leflore
Jade Louis

Ashley Lovelace
Alana Mark

Tanasia Moore
Danina Morlte

Shemiah Neblett
Jasmine Okorafor

Kenny Pham
Aaliyah Provo Jr

Kelsey Quinney
Karah Rainwater

Antoine Richardson
Thad’Meshia Scott

Ashanti Scott
Shani Simon

Madison Smith
Bailee St. Romain

A’Kira Tate
Diamond Thierry

Jazz Tilford
DéAndre Waites
Paris Washington
Kaya Washington

Markeanna Williams
Chyna Williams Romain

Sade Woodard

Cum Laude
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.40 -3.69

HONOR GRADUATES SPRING 2025

*Jenna Bernard
MichaéLa Boudreaux
Christopher Casma

Miraj Cole
Tori Eddie

Helen Franklin
Rashard Grace
Karrington Hall

*Crystal Hughes
Ali Land

Kennedy Orr
Anaya Vaughn

Eric White
Cheyenne Wilkinson

Kailynn Williams

Akajiugo Amucheazi
Sheryah Gavel

Nia LaCour

Brandis Lee
Earielle London

Kara Porter

Jasmine Simmons
DéAsha Williams

Kiyah Woods

Magna Cum Laude
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.70 – 3.89

Summa Cum Laude
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.90 – 4.00
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Marcanthony Abernathy
Brooklyn Aikens

Teyvian Allen
Dajah Askins
Taja Baldwin
Nyle Banks

Sydney Bellamy
Marcus Borne
Jolessia Brown

Ahlayna Calhoun
Trina Campbell

Lamaria Carraway
Keondra Carter
Rhaevyn Citizen
*Terae Collins
Sydney Cuillier
Courtney Davis
Elise Doomes

Sincere English
Diamond Ford
Matthew Foster

Kailey Glass

JáMon Gracin
Adalacya Guidry

Kennedi Hardman
Eboni Hayes

*Makala Henderson
Kennedy Hewitt
Demya Hines

Kennedi Hudson
Robyn Hughes
DeMia January

Makalen Jefferson
Dontrell Johnson
*Emily Johnson
Kolby Johnson

Naomi Johnson-Smith
Jamar Kenner
Briana Mabry

Cameron Maclin
Christina Mayer
Kiera McCarter

Rodnekia Mitchell
Alayasia Neveu

Miesha Parker
Destiny Phillips
Soniyah Reed
*Leah Reeves
Sergio Reyes
Mya Ricketts

Nicolette Sims
Shontell Smith

Gabrielle St. Julien
Zion Stanley
Deja Stepter

Nicholas Vallair
Ian Washington

Jordan Washington
Charkayla Whitley
Jakaylan Williams
Jer’Kayla Williams

Skye Williams
Nyla Wilson

Jaylen Wilson
Katherine Yarbrough

Honorable Mention
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.00 -3.39
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Commencement Speaker
Retired Lt. Gen. Nadja West, M.D.
44th Surgeon General of  the U.S. Army 

r. Nadja West was appointed as the 44th 
surgeon general of the U.S. Army in 2015, 
making her the first Black person to be 

appointed to the position. The appointment came 
with a third star, making West the first Black 
female lieutenant general. Her promotion also 
made her the highest-ranking female graduate of 
the U.S. Military Academy. 

During West’s tenure as commanding general of the U.S. Army Medical 
Command from 2015 to 2019, she oversaw the highest medical readiness and 
battlefield wound survival rates in history. 

As the Joint Staff surgeon from 2013 to 2015, West was the principal medical 
advisor to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff at the Pentagon, where she 
coordinated all related health services issues, including operational medicine, 
force health protection, and readiness within the military. Her prior roles 
include deputy chief of staff for support for the U.S. Army Medical Command 
and commanding general of the Europe Regional Medical Command. She 
retired from the U.S. Army in 2019.

West is the recipient of numerous U.S. military awards, including the 
Distinguished Service Medal, the Defense Superior Service Medal, and the 
Legion of Merit with three Oak Leaf Clusters. 

West currently serves on boards for the National Recreation Foundation, 
Mount St. Mary’s University, National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA), Johnson & Johnson, The Olmsted Scholar Foundation, The Bob 
Woodruff Foundation, and the Smithsonian National Museum of African 
American History and Culture. She is also a presidential appointee to the 
Board of Visitors of the United States Military Academy at West Point.

A native of Washington, D.C., West graduated from the U.S. Military Academy 
with a bachelor of science degree in engineering, and George Washington 
University School of Medicine with a Doctor of Medicine degree. 

D
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THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER
by Francis Scott Key, 1814

Arrangement by Thomas Dawson

Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early light

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?

Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight,

O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?

And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.

Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
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“LIFT EV’RY VOICE AND SING” 
By James Weldon Johnson, 1899

Arrangement by John Rosamond Johnson 

Lift ev’ry voice and sing

‘Til earth and heaven ring

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty

Let our rejoicing rise

High as the list’ning skies

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun

Let us march on ‘til victory is won.
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ALMA MATER
Original Words And Music By R.E. Brown, Jr.

Dear Southern
O Southern, Dear Southern, Thy praises we shall sing

Until all the heavens and echoes loudly ring.

The winds of the sky as they pass us by

Will adoration bring.

O Southern, Dear Southern, we owe our all to Thee

In downSpring or victory, wéll always loyal be.

Thy Sons and Daughters as they work

Will be inspired by Thee.

O Southern, Dear Southern, Thy name will ever be

As mighty as the river that flows on to the sea.

As pure and true as the Gold and Blue

That stand out bold for Thee.
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SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
ALUMNI FEDERATION PLEDGE

I__________________, an alumnus of Southern University, do hereby pledge allegiance 

to  the Southern University Alumni Federation, and the great honored institution which it 

represents. I promise to remain loyal, faithful, and steadfast in my support of its programs, 

uplift of its principles, maintenance of its tradition, and defense of its honor.

I further promise to always stand ready to contribute my time, efforts, financial assistance, and 

services toward the advancement of the welfare of the Southern University Alumni Federation 

and my beloved Alma Mater, so help me God.
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A closing message

As we congratulate our distinguished graduates and honor their accomplishments, 

we acknowledge the tremendous support from parents, guardians, family members, 

and friends. Thank you for your dedication and commitment throughout their 

journey to receive a first-class education at Southern University. We appreciate your 

encouragement and inspiration.

 		  Best wishes, 

		  John K. Pierre 

Southern University and A&M College Chancellor
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Welton Bowie
Marcus Brown
Cynthia Bryant

Barbara Carpenter
Eric Cantrelle

DéAndre L. Dearinge
Darrin Dixon

Cameron Fontenot
Courtland Jackson

Beatrice A. Johnson
Joycelyn Johnson 

Kevin Johnson
Deshawn Jones

Debra M. Lawson
Robyn M. Merrick

Naville John Oubre
Tyquencia Parker

Eric T. Reid
Robert René

Donovan L. Segura
Janene Tate

Henry J. Tillman 
Regina Thomas
Johlana Turner
Tisha Walker
Michael Wells

 Sonita Williams
 Clourth Wilson

Luria Young

     2025 SPRING COMMENCEMENT 

Committee Members
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Southern University-Baton Rouge is a constituent of the Southern University System.  
 Dennis J. Shields, is the President of the Southern University System.

Tony Clayton, is the Chair of the Southern University Board of Supervisors, 2025.

Southern University and A&M College is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to award 
baccalaureate, master’s, and doctoral degrees. Contact SACSCOC at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097, P (404) 679-4500.
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