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Introduction 
 
The Ph.D. Program in Public Policy, located in the Nelson Mandela 
School of Public Policy and Urban Affairs, was established in 1996. The 
doctorate is research oriented, emphasizing the use of interdisciplinary 
research paradigms in analyzing public policies. This doctoral program is 
rigorously grounded in scientific theory and methodologies. Emphasizing 
service and employability, the program’s aim is to produce graduates who 
can pursue productive careers in academe, government, or in the private 
and nonprofit sectors. The program especially seeks to enroll students of 
all races in connection with federal and state policies and agreements to 
further desegregate public universities. 
 
Graduates will have developed an understanding of the context in which 
public policies are proposed, adopted, implemented and evaluated. Basic 
and advanced analytical techniques are especially appropriate in this 
context, and are indispensable for systematic inquiry into the relevant 
disciplines. 
 
 
GRADUATE DEGREE OFFERED 
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Public Policy 
 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
 
• An earned and relevant graduate or professional degree from an 

accredited university 
 

• A graduate grade point average (GPA) of 3.4 on a 4.0 scale 
 

• A Graduate Record Examination (GRE) score of 1000 or better 
(verbal + quantitative) 
 

• A 500-1000 word essay on research interests and professional 
career objectives 
 

• Three letters of recommendation 
 
• Evidence of experience, accomplishments, and potential to 

overcome any deficiencies 
Recommendation by the program admission committee In as much as 
the study of public policy can involve any number of academic 
disciplines, many master’s degrees, especially in the natural sciences, 
can provide ideal foundations, as can a law degree. Applications to the 
Ph.D. Program in Public Policy will be accepted through April 15th for 
the fall semester and until November 15th for the spring semester. 
 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
The minimum coursework requirement is 39 credit hours, comprised of 
13 courses of three credit hours each. Students also must register for 
at least 12 hours of dissertation credits. Ten of the 13 courses are 
designated as “core,” including quantitative techniques, research 
methods, economics, and policy studies. Each student also must 
complete four courses or 12 hours on a specialized “concentration.” 
More than one concentration may be pursued in the program, should the 
student be interested in multiple areas. The program currently offers 
concentrations in Global Policy, Health Policy, U.S. Foreign Policy, 
International Development, Public Finance, and Sustainable Futures. 
Students have available a wide array of courses from which to choose, 
and can also avail themselves of offerings at Louisiana State University 
through a consortium arrangement. Students who desire to pursue more 
than one area of concentration must secure approval from the program 
chair and their advisor before registering for courses outside of their 
declared concentration. 
 
This outline of the minimum requirement may be expanded as the 
student prepares a study plan. Each student must develop, with advisors, 
an approved plan of study no later than the second semester in 
residence. To remain in good standing, each student’s GPA must 
achieve a 3.0 or better in every course they attempt. After successfully 
completing the final semester of coursework. Each student must pass a 
written and oral comprehensive examination. The exam is comprised 
of theory and research components. Students are only admitted to 
candidacy if they have earned at least a 3.0 in every course and pass 
the comprehensive exam. The Ph.D. comprehensive exam is given 
only twice a year in the Fall and Spring Semesters. Exam dates are 
announced well ahead of time to alert prospective candidates. 
Students who fail ALL or ANY portion of the exam will be granted a 
retake within the semester of the exam. A student who fails a retake 
will be granted a final retake the following semester. A student who 
fails the final retake will be expelled from the program. Candidates 
must complete and successfully defend a doctoral dissertation. 
Graduate School rules and guidelines apply in all instances. 
 
A full-time student should expect to complete coursework within two 
academic years (four semesters). A committee of departmental 
graduate faculty will devise, evaluate, and score each student’s 
comprehensive exam questions and answers. The candidate’s 
dissertation committee will guide the preparation of a prospectus and 
the dissertation. The dissertation is likely to take one to two years   for 
full-time students and a longer period for part-time students. Full-time 
and part-time students must maintain continuous registration 
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throughout the program. More detailed rules and policies for all 
requirements are available in the Nelson Mandela School of Public 
Policy and Urban Affairs. 
 
ASSISTANTSHIPS, FELLOWSHIPS, SCHOLARSHIPS 
A limited number of assistantships are available for full-time students 
who must take at least three courses per semester and provide ten 
hours of research assistance each week to designated faculty members. 
The State Board of Regents may continue to provide a few well-funded 
fellowships for especially qualified applicants. Tuition scholarships also 
are available for some students. In no case will financial aid last longer 
than three academic years, unless so provided in Regents’ Fellowships. 
All applicants planning on full-time study are considered for the 
assistantship and fellowship, and some of the scholarships are available 
for part-time students. 
 
POLICY AND GUIDELINES FOR ASSISTANTSHIP/ 
SCHOLARSHIP 
 
Criteria and Guidelines for awarding assistantship/scholarship, tuition 
waivers in the Ph.D. Public Policy program 
 
Assistantships 
 
For students to be considered eligible for an assistantship the following 
conditions shall be met: 
 
• Must be admitted in the Ph.D. Program under Regular Status.  

(Only) 
 

• Computer and research skills count for extra points (no more than 
10 points) 
 

• Must be enrolled full-time i.e. nine or more credit hours a semester 
except during the summer 
 

• Must maintain a minimum of 3.0 GPA 
 

• Occasionally an assistantship may be awarded to an MPA student 
to facilitate research projects 
 

• Based on cumulative scores, awards shall be determined by a 
committee beginning with the highest score until the money 
allocated is depleted 
 

• An assistantship shall be revoked if a student’s enrollment drops to 
less 9.0 credit hours during any semester 
 

• Students with less than a 3.0 GPA shall not be eligible for further 
assistantship until the GPA requirement is met 
 

• Students are encouraged to substitute or add when a course is 
dropped within the add and drop period 
 

• Students shall be eligible for reconsideration one academic year 
from the date of suspension 
 

• Independent courses cannot be used more than three times 
 

• To qualify for summer assistantship whenever the budget permits, a 
student must register for six credit hours 

 
**Because the Ph.D. Program is a desegregation program 

man- dating diversity, special consideration shall be extended 
to the other race students in assistantships, tuition waivers, 
and tuition scholarship. 

General Tuition-Waiver/Scholarship 
 
Students who enroll full-time but have no assistantship shall be 
considered for tuition scholarship subject to the following conditions 
including budget limitations: 
  
• Must enroll full-time and carry full-time load (nine or more credit 

hours) to the end of the semester/term 
 

• Students with full employment with reasonable incomes are 
ineligible for consideration even if enrolled full-time or part time. 
(Reasonable income determined by the committee) It is 
considered a violation to drop to less than nine credit hours during 
the semester while holding a tuition scholar ship/waiver. 
 

• The penalty for dropping to less than nine credits will be revocation 
of the award with eligibility for reconsideration two academic years 
from the date of the revocation. 
 

• Part-time scholarships will be revoked if the beginning credits are 
not carried to the end of the semester/term. 

 
PLAN OF STUDY (Illustrative) 
 
Field Courses 
 
Theory 

PPOL 710  Microeconomics for Public Policy............................3 credits 

PPOL 712  Macroeconomics for Public Policy...........................3 credits 

PPOL 714  Foundations of Public Policy..................................3 credits 

PPOL 716  Political Philosophy and Public Policy..................3 credits 

PPOL 718  Political and Social Institutions..............................3 credits 

Methods 

PPOL 700 Quantitative Methods I .............................................3 credits 

PPOL 702 Quantitative Methods II............................................3 credits 

PPOL 704 Research Methods ..................................................3 credits 

PPOL 706 Program Evaluation and Design ...............................3 credits 

PPOL 708 Policy Models..........................................................3 credits 

PPOL 720 Policy   Analysis..........................................................3   credits 

Areas of Concentration  

Environmental Policy 

PPOL 752 Natural Resources Management ..............................3 credits 

PPOL 756 Environmental Impact Assessment ..........................3 credits 

Health Policy 

PPOL 730 Health Service Systems...........................................3 credits 

PPOL 734 Health Management ................................................3 credits 

International Development 
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PPOL 782 U.S. Foreign Policy ..................................................3 credits 

PPOL 784 Political Economy ....................................................3 credits 

Public Finance 

PPOL 711 Public Finance ........................................................3 credits 

PPOL 713 Comparative Budgeting ...........................................3 credits 

Sustainable Futures 

PPOL 625 Sustainable Development........................................3 credits 

PPOL 780 Critical Development Theories ................................3 credits 
 
Students should consult with their advisors and the program coordinator 
because actual course requirements may change from time to time. 
Students who have taken equivalent graduate courses elsewhere may be 
excused from taking the same course here, but this will not change the 
required total number of hours and University residency requirements. 
Such decisions are made when students develop study plans. 
 
Comprehensive Examination 

PPOL 825 Doctoral Qualifying Examination .............................0 credits 
 
As in other cases, the School provides more   detailed instruction for this 
examination. 

Dissertation 

PPOL 850 Dissertation Research ...........................................12 credits 
 
 
General Information 
 
Ph.D.  Program in Public Policy 
 
COURSE OFFERINGS 
 
Quantitative Tools 
 
The nine hours of quantitative methods constitute the quantitative tool 
for developing minimal quantitative competency. 
 
PPOL 700. QUANTITATIVE METHODS I. (Credit, 3 hours). This 
is the first part of two semester coverage of the science and art building 
and using statistical models. The course covers regression models and 
related problems, application and computer programs, and time series 
models and polynomial regression, estimation, testing, and predictions. 
(Prerequisites: PADM 511 OR PADM 512 and by instructor’s 
permission.) 
 
PPOL 702. QUANTITATIVE METHODS II. (Credit, 3 hours). This 
course is a continuation of Quantitative Methods I and covers 
identification and estimation in multi-equation models, Regression 
Diagnostics, Analysis of Variance, and special topics, multivariate 
distributions, sampling, likelihood methods, estimation and hypothesis 
testing and regression. (Prerequisites: PPOL 700.) 
 
PPOL 704. RESEARCH METHODS. (Credit, 3 hours). This 
course examines the empirical methods of social research including 
epistemology, theory construction, and qualitative research. Emphasis 
will be placed on data collection techniques, methods for conducting 
survey research, and analysis of limited dependent variables, such as 

logit. 
 
PPOL 706. PROGRAM EVALUATION AND DESIGN. (Credit, 
3 hours). Students are introduced to evaluation research and impact 
analysis. Documentation, selection of performance indicators, input and 
output indicators of performance measurements, and a general overview 
of false measures. Emphasis is on audit performance techniques and 
modeling. An advanced reading and research seminar on the 
formulation, design, and evaluation of programs and policies will be 
conducted. Methods of the policy analysis, such as decision theory will 
be presented. 
 
PPOL 708. POLICY MODELS. (Credit, 3 hours). This course 
addresses program implementation, applying modeling techniques with 
built-in performance indicators. Program implementation and outcome 
assessments linked with process management, and quality assurance 
measures will be examined. Spatial analysis using Geographic 
Information Systems. Emphasis will be on modeling implementation. 
 
PPOL 710. MICROECONOMICS FOR PUBLIC POLICY. 
(Credit, 3 hours). This advanced graduate level course examines the 
most important concepts, principals, and procedures of microeconomics 
and its applicability and applications for public policy. Topics covered 
include; theories of demand, supply, production and cost; elasticities; 
markets structures and market failures; competitive and monopolistic 
markets; markets for resources, especially labor markets; unions; 
government regulations; microeconomic foundations of public policy, 
and applications microeconomic to public policy formation, 
implementation, and evaluation. 
 
PPOL 712. MACROECONOMICS FOR PUBLIC POLICY. 
(Credit, 3 hours). This advanced graduate level course examines the 
important concepts, principals, and procedures of macroeconomics and 
its applications and applicability for public policy. Topics covered include; 
private and public sectors of the economy; externalities and public 
choice: gross domestic product (GDP) and national income accounting; 
aggregate demand and aggregate supply; theories of inflation and 
unemployment; money, financial markets and the banking system; 
central banking; stabilization theories, and monetary, fiscal, and 
commercial policies; international trade and finance, and 
interdependence in a global economy; foreign aid, economic 
development; macroeconomic foundations and orientations of public 
policies. (Prerequisites: PPOL 710 or by instructor’s permission.) 
 
PPOL 714. FOUNDATIONS OF PUBLIC POLICY. (Credit, 3 
hours). An overview of the policy process with emphasis on the policy-
making apparatus. An introduction to the major theories of public policy 
together with the historical intellectual development of the discipline. 
 
PPOL 716. POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY AND PUBLIC POLICY. 
(Credit, 3 hours). This course examines broad aspects of political 
philosophy of several countries at different times. Various philosophies 
which have guided various forms of government are reviewed. Special 
emphasis is placed on philosophy underpinning democratic and socialist 
governments. The policy making apparatus of each form of government 
is fully explored noting their strengths and weaknesses. (Prerequisites: 
None) 
 
PPOL 718. SOCIAL & POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS IN PUBLIC 
POLICY MAKING. (Credit, 3 hours). This course examines social 
institutions, political forces and factors that influence and shape the 
development of public policy in the United States. Theories and 
Paradigms that bear on Public Policy formulation in the United States 
and fully examined beginning with the evolution of Public Policy in the 
United States. 
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PPOL 720. POLICY ANALYSIS. (Credit, 3 hours). Advanced 
training in analytical policy research methods will contribute to the 
strength and significance of the student’s doctoral research, and should 
enhance opportunities for the student upon graduation. The course   will 
cover advanced design issues, methods for exploring data, and 
advanced statistical techniques. Public policy researchers must be able 
to understand, appreciate, and use diverse research methods in order to 
conduct ethical and accountable research. The employment of a variety 
of qualitative and quantitative methods, along with the use of computers 
is now critical to the conduct of scientifically sound research. Therefore, 
this course integrates the foundations of advanced research methodology 
with the use of computers and appropriate statistical procedures in order 
to prepare students to meet the increasing demands for conducting 
policy-relevant research. 
 
Concentration ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 

PPOL 752. NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT. (Credit, 
3 hours). This course examines different aspects of natural resources 
policy and management in the context of environmental protection and 
justice. Topics covered included: role of government in effective 
management of natural resources including energy; policy for 
management of exhaustive and non-exhaustive resources; land policy 
and management; forest management; policy and management for wet 
lands; coastal environment protection policies and management; 
management  of wildlife and endangered species; international efforts at 
natural preservation; etc. All students must complete a substantial 
research paper of high quality. (Prerequisites: Consent of instructor.) 
 
PPOL 756. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT. 
(Credit, 3 hours). This course is intended to offer the students the 
opportunity to explore the practical applications of the theory of 
environmental planning (i.e. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), 
Environmental Inventory, and/or any Major Actions Significantly Affecting 
the Quality of Human Environment). It offers students an up-to-date 
explanation and guide to how EIAs are carried out. It includes for each 
environmental component (e.g. air, water, flora, and fauna) a discussion 
of how a baseline survey is conducted. An examination of relevant 
regulations and standards with regard to how impact predictions are 
made will be carried out. There will be in-depth investigation of 
environmental impacts resulting from the establishment of project(s) in 
the parishes of Louisiana. The study of environmental impacts will 
include the possible impacts of proposed projects on the air, water, and 
land resources. Such projects will require filing an environmental impact 
statement according to the guidelines and criteria established by the 
State Council on the Environment. Two-thirds of the course will 
emphasize the applications aspect of the planning while one-third will be 
in a lecture/discussion format. (Prerequisites: None.) 
 
HEALTH POLICY 
 
PPOL 730. HEALTH SERVICE SYSTEMS. (Credit, 3 hours). 
This course introduces the student to the principles, scientific methods, 
and major issues in health service systems. The philosophy and 
development of public health are presented, with particular emphasis on 
the current organization of health service at the international, national, 
state, and local levels. The two fundamental disciplines of public health, 
epidemiology and biostatistics, the common indicators of health and 
service system characteristics, and the major source of health and 
health-related data are reviewed, with emphasis on their application to 
health promotion, disease prevention, policy formulation, and advocacy. 
Finally, the course concludes with discussions of the major issues in 
health services including maternal and child health, infectious disease, 
environmental health, injury prevention, chronic disease, and substance 
use, with emphasis on identifying, analyzing, and solving critical health 

service system problems. (Prerequisites: None) 
 
PPOL 734. HEALTH MANAGEMENT. (Credit, 3 hours). 
Effective health management is intrinsically linked to solving critical 
health system problems such as controlling cost, increasing access to 
health services, and improving quality of health services; therefore, 
health management is integral to maintaining and enhancing the health 
of communities. Course participants will learn organization and 
management theory, concepts, and methods applicable to a wide variety 
of settings locally, nationally, and internationally, and will develop their 
ability to use concepts and methods to analyze and solve specific 
management problems. The first section of the course provides an 
overview of the health system, and discusses the importance of 
community-focused health services. The second section covers the 
conceptual and methodological foundation for health management: 
organizational theory, leadership, and building effective teams. The 
third section covers conceptual and methodological issues associated 
with key management functions: planning, implementation, evaluation, 
and sustainability. (Prerequisites: PPOL 730) 
 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
PPOL 782. U.S. FOREIGN POLICY. (Credit, 3 hours). The 
major issues of foreign policy, how foreign policy decisions are made 
and by whom, and what theories explain foreign policy decisions, 
especially United States Foreign Policy. Areas of study include: the 
national interest, globalization, decision models, and theory. 
 
PPOL 784. POLITICAL ECONOMY. (Credit, 3 hours). This 
course is about interactions between politics and markets mostly under 
democratic capitalism. It emphasizes the classical, neoclassical, and 
positive viewpoints of market economies including social institutions, 
industrial organization, regulation, the political business cycle, 
globalization, and international political economy. 
 
PUBLIC FINANCE 
 
PPOL 711. PUBLIC FINANCE. (Credit, 3 hours). This course 
covers selected special or topical issues and problems of public 
financing including alternative revenue sources, revenue sharing, taxing 
of individuals and corporation, flat tax, public expenditures, and modern 
practices of expenditure managements. Other topics of interest to 
participants will also be addressed. (Prerequisites: PADM 530 or by 
instructor’s permission.) 
 
PPOL 713. COMPARATIVE BUDGETING. (Credit, 3 hours). 
This course includes the theoretical debates applicable to budgeting i n  
democratic systems. A comparative evaluation of budgeting in rich and 
developing countries will be emphasized. Generally, budgeting is 
designed to serve broad decision-making needs, facilitate fiscal planning, 
ensure accountability and protect governments against fiscal bottlenecks. 
In other words, budgeting helps ensure that resources are employed 
efficiently, used for the purpose for which they are allocated and that 
revenue and expenditure forecast are relatively accurate. 
(Prerequisites: PADM 636.) 
 
SUSTAINABLE FUTURES 
 
PPOL 625. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. (Credit, 3 hours). 
This course focuses on the aspects of development that economists, 
environmentalists, and conservationists think should be sustained when 
governments attempt to set policies for economic growth. An in-depth 
examination of the theory of sustainability and the scholarly debates over 
sustainability will be undertaken in class lectures and discussions from 
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the standpoint of: concepts, connotations, meaning, conditions, and 
interpretation. 
 
PPOL 780. CRITICALDEVELOPMENT THEORY. (Credit, 3 
hours). This course will examine the theories and issues surrounding 
development in the developing areas of the world. The course will deal 
with the multi-diminishing aspects of development issues. Several 
development paradigms will be discussed and examined with respect to 
their influence on the globalization that is occurring in the world. 
Technical, environmental, social, economic, and political dimensions of 
development will be addressed. The course will explore the contributions 
of development crisis and post-independence policy failure to external 
dependency. (Prerequisites: None.) 
 
Other Elective Courses 
 
PPOL 604. MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS. (Credit, 
3 hours). Students participate in the design, operation, and use of 
management information systems in public policy services. Several 
software packages are used, like SPSS and ArcGIS. 
 
PPOL 608. SOCIAL POLICY. (Credit, 3 hours). An investigation 
of policies in areas such as health, education, employment, and housing. 
Service provision and income transfer policies are analyzed from an 
organizational framework. 
 
PPOL 616. LABOR POLICY. (Credit, 3 hours). An analysis of 
public policies in the areas of employment, unions, labor markets, and 
human resource policies. The impact of changes in wages, training, 
unemployment, regulatory policy, foreign trade policy, and long-term 
employment security. 
 
PPOL 654. URBAN POLICY AND POLITICS. (Credit, 3 
hours). This is a course in urban policy and politics for graduate 
students. The course addresses various issues facing urban government 
policies and policy. The course begins with the history of the 
development of urban centers and then proceeds with in-depth analysis 
of selected policy issues. We will discuss how urban centers (e.g., New 
York City, Atlanta) differ from a town and a village, and the special 
problems that cities face such   as limits by states on their power and 
authority to solve their problems. Substantive topics include political 
machines, growth strategies, economic development, environmental 
regulation, law enforcement, land use regulation, and recreation. 
Additional topics include court decisions (e.g., Dillion’s Rule), problems 
in implementation policy, and who participates in the policy process. (3 
hours) 
 
PPOL 705. FINANCIAL POLICY FOR THE PUBLIC SECTOR. 
(Credit, 3 hours). This course covers basic concepts, principles, 
and procedures of financial policy as it is applied to the public sector. 
Important topics include: private vs. public funds, financial statements, 
standard public funds and account groups, financial management of all 
public funds transactions, investment management and management of 
all public funds, and public accounting and auditing. 
 
PPOL 715. GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT. 
(Credit, 3 hours). This course builds on the concepts covered in a 
Masters level government financial management course. Emphasis is 
placed on the application of various theoretical framework and 
technique in the analysis of critical issues in government finance. These 
issues include but are not limited to taxation and expenditures, state and 
local government debt management, pension funds management and 
the social security, and other current issues in public finance. Also, 
issues related to intergovernmental relations and performance auditing 
is introduced for in-depth analysis. The course will provide practice in 
analyzing the effects of government fiscal policies on economic 
development. There will be an in-depth review of many theories and 

models related to Government Financial Management. Several readings 
will be directed toward exploring current issues which will be useful in 
preparing students for the comprehensive examination. 
(Prerequisites: PADM 531 or PPOL 711.) 
 
PPOL 732. HEALTH POLICY. (Credit, 3 hours). Health policy is 
critical for solving major system problems: controlling costs, increasing 
access to health services, and improving quality of health services. 
Therefore, effective health policy development and analysis is integral to 
the prevention of death, illness, and disability, and the promotion of 
health. Course participants will learn about the policymaking process, 
policies for organizing and financing care, and major health policy 
issues. The first section of the course provides an overview of the 
health system, and discusses the comparative health systems. The 
second section covers the conceptual and methodological foundation for 
health policymaking: federal, state, and local roles in policymaking; the 
role of public opinion and interest groups in policymaking; developing 
policy by establishing evaluation criteria, identifying policy alternatives, 
and using criteria to analyze alternatives; and implementing and 
evaluating policy. The third section covers conceptual and 
methodological issues associated with policies for organizing and 
financing services: Medicare, Medicaid, private insurance and managed 
care. Finally, the course concludes with concepts and methods related 
to the major issues in health policy: controlling costs, increasing access, 
and improving quality care. (Prerequisites: PPOL 730) 
 
PPOL 736. HEALTH CARE ECONOMICS. (Credit, 3 hours). 
This course introduces students to the principles, methods, and major 
issues in health economics. Understanding and applying economic 
concepts and methods to investigate the organization, delivery, and 
financing of health services is critical for developing health policies 
leading to equitable and efficient health services. The course includes: 
an overview of economic concepts and their applicability to health, an 
economic comparison of the US health systems with other health 
systems, health care expenditures, demand for health care, insurance, 
medical care production and costs, economic evaluation methods, basic 
characteristics of the competitive model, imperfect markets, hospital 
reimbursement systems, hospital and physician markets, governments 
intervention and insurance, private insurance industry, physician services 
industry, hospital services industry, pharmaceutical industry and health 
care reform. (Prerequisites: PPOL 730) 
 
PPOL 750. ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS AND LAW. 
(Credit, 3 hours). This course builds upon PADM 570 
(Environmental Regulations and Law) and examines at an advanced 
level such regulations and law. All students must research and complete 
a substantial research paper of high quality. Topics covered include: 
environmental regulations and law vis a vis sustainable development; 
critical current issues in environmental regulations and law; efficiency 
and equity aspects of regulations; environmental regulations and law 
enforcements; evaluations of activities of Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA); in-depth examinations of selected cases involving 
environmental regulations; effects of such regulations and law on 
manufacturing industries and general populations. (Prerequisites: 
PADM 570 or consent of instructor.) 
 
PPOL 754. ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY AND ETHICS. (Credit, 
3 hours). The global environment is threatened because of the 
development pressure, the lack of deliberate efforts to plan for growth, 
lack of adequate conservation and preservation strategies, lack of 
implementation of policies that would ensure that natural resources are 
available in perpetuity, and the lack of enforcement of local, national, 
and international laws. Students will be exposed to the opposing debates 
on global environmental matters. The course engages students in the 
theoretical underpinning of the global environmental debate. The ethical 
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and political issues concerning biodiversity protection, trade in wildlife, 
urban and rural crises, multinational/ transnational, and the implications 
of Agenda 21 are examined. 
 
PPOL 786. ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY. (Credit, 3 hours). This 
seminar will focus on the environmental problems that are global in 
nature, problems that cross national boundaries. Some of the issues to 
be discussed include global environmental change, LA NiNo and  LA 
NiNa, Acid Rain phenomenon, Ozone and ozone layer destruction and 
natural hazards and hazard mitigations, world energy reserves and 
energy politics, the role of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) in 
International Environmental Policy and Global Biodiversity. PPOL 799. 
ADVANCED RESEARCH. (Credit, 3 hours). 
 
PPOL 800. DIRECTED INDEPENDENT STUDY I. (Credit, 3 
hours). 
 
PPOL 801. DIRECTED INDEPENDENT STUDY II. (Credit, 3 
hours). 
 
PPOL 825.  DOCTORAL QUALIFYING EXAMINATION. (Credit, 
0 hours). 
 
PPOL 850. DISSERTATION RESEARCH. (Credit, 0-12 
hours). 
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