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Captain Rawls is a native of Lafayette, Louisiana and received his commission from Officer Candidate School in Newport, Rhode Island.  He is a graduate of the University of Southwestern Louisiana (Bachelor of Science Mechanical Engineering) and the College of William and Mary (Masters in Business Administration).  He also completed the Navy’s Nuclear Propulsion Program, the Air Command and Staff College and the Joint Forces Staff College. 

His operational assignments include USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71), Special Boat Unit TWO SIX, USS Deyo (DD 989) and USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75).  He was the Executive Officer on USS John Paul Jones (DDG 53) and, as part of COMNAVSURFOR’s DDG Sea Swap Initiative, served as Executive Officer on USS Higgins (DDG 76).  Additionally, he was the Reactor Officer on USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75).  His command tours include USS Vandegrift (FFG 48) and USS Leyte Gulf (CG 55).  

His shore assignments include Atlantic Fleet, Nuclear Propulsion Examining Board; U.S. Naval Forces Central Command; Office of the Secretary of Defense, Program Analysis and Evaluation; and Commander, Naval Air Force Pacific.  

Personal awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Commendation Medal, and the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal.

