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        he movement in Louisiana for an equal opportunity institution of  higher  
learning was sponsored in the 1879 Louisiana State Constitutional Convention 
by delegates P.B.S. Pinchback, T.T. Allain, T.B. Stamps, and Henry Demas. 

Their efforts resulted in the establishment of  this institution for the education of  persons 
of  color in New Orleans. Southern University, chartered by Legislative Act 87 in April 
1880, had a 12-member Board of  Trustees. The act provided for the establishment of  a 
faculty of  “arts and letters” competent in “every branch of  liberal education.” The charter 
sought to open doors of  state higher education to all “persons competent and deserving.” 
Southern opened with 12 students and a $10,000 appropriation. With the passage of  the 
1890 Morrill Act, the University was reorganized to receive land-grant funds.

In 1912, Legislative Act 118 authorized the closing of  Southern University in New Orleans, 
the sale of  its property, and the reestablishment of  the University on a new site. In 1914, 
the “new” Southern University opened in Scotlandville, Louisiana, receiving a portion of  
a $50,000 national land-grant appropriation. Southern University in New Orleans and 
Southern University in Shreveport were authorized by Legislative Acts 28 and 42 in 1956 
and 1964 respectively. The Southern University Board of  Supervisors, a management 
board authorized by the Louisiana Constitution of  1974, was created to govern the Baton 
Rouge, New Orleans, and Shreveport campuses. In 1985, the A.A. Lenoir Law School was 
designated the Southern University Law School. Dedicated in January 2002, Ashford O. 
Williams Hall is home to the fifth SU System campus, the Agricultural Research and 
Extension Center, which is located in Baton Rouge.

History
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CAPS AND GOWNS

	 Academic caps and gowns represent a tradition which has come down from the universities of the 
Middle Ages. They were once common forms of clothing and were retained by the clergy when the la-
ity adopted modern dress. Early European universities were founded by the church and students were 
obliged to wear prescribed gowns and caps at all times.

	 The usual color for gowns in America is black, although some universities are gradually adopting 
colors representative of their institutions. Hoods are lined with the college colors and are trimmed with 
the color appropriate to the degree.

	 Caps are usually black. The tassel for the bachelor’s degree may be the color distinctive of the degree. 
The tassel for the Doctor of Philosophy is made of gold thread.

COLOR OF TASSELS

Agriculture.................................................................................................................................................. Maize

Arts...............................................................................................................................................................White

Business..........................................................................................................................................................Drab

Education..............................................................................................................................................Light Blue

Engineering................................................................................................................................................Orange

Fine Arts...................................................................................................................................................... Brown

Family & Consumer Sciences................................................................................................................Maroon

Music...............................................................................................................................................................Pink

Nursing.......................................................................................................................................................Salmon

Public Policy & Urban Affairs..................................................................................................................White

Sciences........................................................................................................................................................White

Speech-Language Pathology.................................................................................................................... Maize

Speech-Language & Audiology............................................................................................................... Maize

Social Work.................................................................................................................................................Citron

Therapeutic Recreation & Leisure Studies.................................................................................... Sage Green

Therapeutic Recreation..................................................................................................................... Sage Green
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Honorable Tony Clayton, Chair
Honorable Reggie Abraham, Vice Chair

Dennis J. Shields, President of the Southern University System and 
Secretary to the Board of Supervisors

Members of the Board

 
Marshals

University Marshal 	 Donovan L. Segura, Ph.D.

Chief Assistant University Marshal	 Lauri Patterson, J.D.

	
 
Assistant University Marshals

	

Chief Academic Officer	 Luria Young, Ph.D.
	 Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
	
Library	 Dawn Ventress Kight, Ph.D.
	 Dean

Dolores Margaret Richard Spikes	 Deadra James Mackie, Ph.D.
  Honors College	 Interim Dean 

International and	 Barbara W. Carpenter, Ph.D.
  Continuing Education	 Dean

Officer of Ceremonies	 Johlana Turner 
  	 Registrar

Announcer	 Bonny McDonald, Ph.D.
	

 

Southern University Board of Supervisors

Jackie Bryant
Christopher Chappell, Ph.D.
Lanell Kent Craig, Ph.D.
Fareed Dawan, Ph.D.
James Durriseau, Ph.D.
Marlin Ford, Ph.D.
Craig Heinzen, Ph.D.
Richard Hobson

Yasser Ismail, Ph.D.
Carmen Ginn Johnese, Ph.D.
Maryam Jahan, Ph.D.
Melissa Johnson, Ph.D.
Emily Jackson-Osagie, Ph.D.
Bonny McDonald, Ph.D
Lauri Patterson, J.D.
Penny Sterling

Anthony Stewart, Ph.D. 
Tracey Taylor-Jarrell, Ph.D.
Catrice Tolbert, Ph.D.
Yaw Twumasi, Ph.D.
Brian Warren, Ph.D.
Charmaine Williams, Ph.D.

Honorable Paul Matthews, Congressional District 1
Honorable Chris Masengill, Congressional District 1
Honorable Edwin M. Shorty Jr., Congressional District 2
Honorable Maple L. Gaines, Congressional District 2
Honorable Quincy Cawthorne, Congressional District 3
Honorable Samuel C. Tolbert Jr., Congressional District 3
Honorable Zazell V. Dudley, Congressional District 4
Honorable Henry Whitehorn, Congressional District 4

Honorable Ann A. Smith, Congressional District 5
Honorable Myron K. Lawson, Congressional District 5
Honorable Rani G. Whitfield, Congressional District 6
Honorable Donald Ray Henry, At Large
Honorable Domoine D. Rutledge, At Large
Honorable Aaron Manzy, Athens, GA    
(student representative)

Chief Student Marshal	 Brandon T. Scott, Baton Rouge, LA
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Fall 2025
John K. Pierre

Chancellor, Southern University and A&M College 

Presiding

Processional	 “Pomp and Circumstance” by Sir Edward Elgar	

Invocation	 The Reverend Michael L. Robinson
		  Pastor
		  Greater True Love Missionary Baptist Church
	   	 Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Anthems	 “The Star Spangled Banner”
			   Written by Francis Scott Key, performed by Professor Richard Hobson,
 		  accompanied by Professor Laurence Hebert
		  “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing”
			   Written by James Weldon Johnson, arranged by Kirk Franklin, performed 
			   by the Southern University Gospel Choir
			   Under the direction of Elder Ernest Bowman

Introduction of Speaker 	  John K. Pierre

		
Commencement Address	 Ms. Felicia Coney
			   Global Tech Executive

Musical Selection	 “When I Think/For Every Mountain”
		  	 Written by Ricky Dillard/Kurt Carr
			   Performed by the Southern University Gospel Choir
 
Presentation of 	 Lt. Col. Gary L. Brooks 
Commissions	 Professor of Military Science 
			   Army ROTC Unit, Southern University and A&M College

Certification of                    	  Luria Young, Ph.D. 
   Degree Candidates

Conferring of Degrees           	 John K. Pierre

			   Albertha H. Lawson, Ph.D. 
			   Interim Dean, Graduate School

			   Orlando F. McMeans, Ph.D. 
			   Chancellor/Dean, College of Agricultural, Human and  
			      Environmental Sciences 
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			   Donald Andrews, Ph.D. 
			   Dean, College of Business

			   Cynthia Bryant, Ph.D. 
			   Dean, College of Humanities and Interdisciplinary Studies 

			   Sandra C. Brown, DNS 
			   Dean, College of Nursing and Allied Health

			   Lealon Martin, Ph.D. 
			   Dean, College of Sciences and Engineering 

			   Damien D. Ejigiri, Ph.D.  
			   Dean, Nelson Mandela College of Government and Social Sciences 

Remarks &	  Dennis J. Shields
	   Acknowledgements	 President, Southern University System

			   John K. Pierre

	

Induction into                        	 Darrin Dixon                                                                                                                                            
 Alumni Federation                	    Director, Southern University Alumni Affairs and 
			        Executive Director, Southern University Alumni Federation

The Alma Mater                   	 “O Southern, Dear Southern”	  
	                                      	 By R.E. Brown Jr. 
			   Led by  Professor Richard Hobson,
			    accompanied by Professor Laurence Hebert

Benediction	  The Reverend Michael L. Robinson 

Recessional	 “Pomp and Circumstance” by Sir Edward Elgar

The following list of graduates represents the most accurate information available at publication.
The appearance of a name on this program and/or participation in the ceremony is

presumptive of graduation, but not conclusive.
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Morgan A. Abraham, Baker
TáCardrick Kentrell Alexander, Haughton
J’Me Dwanyá Bryant, Houma
Jasman Ellis, Baton Rouge
DéKevion Ford, Opelousas
Kendyl I. Gipson, Baton Rouge
Dearee R. Harris, Memphis, TN
Kaelyn Monet Hill, Port Allen
Kennedy Logan Hughes, Chicago, IL
Tayler L. Jackson, Ovilla, TX
Desiree L. James, Baton Rouge
Amber A. Lastie, Opelousas

Bacari Aaron Long, Tangipahoa 
Bennie Ray Loyd, Chicago, IL
Rushane D. Miller, Margate, FL
Taniya C. Nichols, Monroe
NáKia E. Okotcha, Mansfield, TX
Tia J. Parson, Baton Rouge
Kashi Roberts, Sunrise, FL
Daisia Darrion Robertson, Zachary	
Myles Sam, Opelousas
SáRya Marie Travis, Walker
Carlisha S. Williams, Gonzales
Kabren Cartez Williams, Franklinton 

Agricultural Sciences

Family and Consumer Sciences

Keyunna Alexis McDonald, Baton Rouge Oscar M. Paul, Baton Rouge

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, HUMAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
Orlando F. McMeans, Ph.D., Chancellor/ Dean

Taylor Shayne White, Student Marshal

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Samuel J. Andrews, Ruston, LA
Ursilla D. Chatman, Baton Rouge
Destiny M. Dean, Baton Rouge
William Maleek Jones, Houma
Samiyah S. Knoten, Los Angeles, CA
Jerkyra B. McDaniels, LaPlace

Arianna Odds, Baker
Kennedy Phillips, New Orleans
Khaniya D. Tucker, Saginaw, TX
Naomi Nancy Ward, Laurel, MD
Taylor Shayne White, Baton Rouge

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN URBAN FORESTRY

Shantarra A. Barnes, Lancaster, TX
Dawn S. Commings, Tallulah
Miracle M. Dailey, Baton Rouge
Kayla V. Johnson, Baton Rouge	
Trinity R. Lane, Houston, TX

Jordan John Lazard, Zachary
Eric Deondre Magee, Pineville
Danielle M. Ross, Baton Rouge
Seth M. Smith, Gonzales
Ashlyn M. Woods, Gonzales

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ACCOUNTING

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Donald Andrews, Ph.D., Dean

Edmund Amoafo-Yeboah,  Student Marshal

Zaire Leon Blevins, Phoenix, AZ
Meaghan A. Hudson, Baton Rouge
Keith Edwin Jackson, Monroe
Trinity R. Lane, Houston, TX

Zarion D. Martin, Westwego	
Iesha Denise Prince, Shreveport	
Tyra I. Robertson, Baton Rouge

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN FINANCE
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COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Cynthia Bryant,  Ph.D., Dean

Lorita Shanae Duncan, Student Marshal

BACHELOR OF ARTS

History
Olivia Denise Davis, Baton Rouge

*TréVione Nathan Johnson, Baton Rouge	
Michael Edmond Jones, Houston, TX

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MASS COMMUNICATION

August C. Berry, Marrero
Najah Náimah Black, Houston, TX
Trinity R. Bolden, Antioch, CA
Shemera S. Carhee, Zwolle
Isaiah N. Clay, Port Allen
Lorita Shanae Duncan, Baker
*James Elliot, Baton Rouge	
Ckelby Philip Givens, Shreveport 
Tyler Jamal Hatch, Baton Rouge

Taylor Lynette Haywood, Culver City, CA
Donyae N. Jones, Louisville, KY
*Timothy Harris Kullman, Baton Rouge
Dorian Scott Stewart, Los Angeles, CA
Loren Lenora Sullivan, Chino Hills, CA
*Carter A. Tucker, Port Allen
Khiran Tuckson, Slidell	
Kai J. Welch-Ferguson, Decatur, GA
Ashiriah Bryzian Williams, Mount Hermon

Megan M. Abraham, Baker
Megan Andrews, Lawton, OK
Blair Burns, New Orleans	
Mairon D. Carter, LaPlace
Milan Clark Davis, Addis
Shaniquica Frazier, Coushatta 

Sincere Joyce Nicole Harris, Baton Rouge	
Kennedy A. Moore, North Little Rock, AR
Nina Patel, Missouri City, TX
Kiarra M. Rosales, Phoenix, AZ
Madison Keona Suber, Missouri City, TX
Chyra L. Washington, Natchitoches

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MARKETING

Megan M. Abraham, Baker
Camron James Acox, Baton Rouge
Rakia D. Adams, Baton Rouge
Edmund Amoafo-Yeboah, Baton Rouge
Marcquinton B. Bouie, Baton Rouge
Neshelle Trenell Brimmer, LaPlace
Cameron Parker Broussard, Baton Rouge
Nyah Alysse Butler, Baldwin
Malik Carey, Bossier City
Journee A. Fox, Chicago, IL
Tyce Jamal Fusilier, New Iberia
Armand Nymea-Kollie George,  
   Abita Springs
Kennedy A. Harris, Zachary
Andrew Bryant Jackson, Bowie, MD
Calyx S. Jefferson, Shreveport 
Kenyce Rose Jenkins, Baker
TéMyah Reneé’ Johnson, Loranger	

Janiece Keller, Gibson
Chrisdan Airyelle Kelly, Baton Rouge 
Keatric Jamal King, Memphis, TN
Dara Renae Landry, Carencro
Taylor D. Landry, Jeanerette
Trenyce Lazalle Livingston, Memphis, TN
Zarion D. Martin, Westwego	
Varick Orlando Morgan, Mer Rouge
Jalen Khambrel Robertson, Logansport
Kyra L. Robertson, Grand Prairie, TX
Shawna L. Robertson, Prairieville
Brian Keith Seal, Zachary

*Devin Dewayne Sowell, Natchez
Jermaine Spears, II, Greenwell Springs
Havilland Tranese Sutton, Opelousas
Janiyah Lashawn Williams, Ocoee, FL
Valencia Arianna Williams, Baton Rouge

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
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COLLEGE OF NURSING AND ALLIED HEALTH
Sandra Brown, DNS, Ph.D., Dean

Imagany Z. Crossley,  Student Marshal

BACHELOR OF MUSIC

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Andre J. Ferguson, Zachary 
Shawnte N. Floyd, Zachary

Gregory Lee Johnson, Jr., Baton Rouge

Jada Rashelle Nevers, LaPlace Anna A. Porter, Mobile, AL

Rehabilitation Services

Therapeutic Recreation & Leisure Studies

Jordan D’Angelo Dupre, Baton Rouge
Synaea E. Ferbos, New Orleans
Kylie Ari Harrison, Carencro 
Alantis D. Kaough, Oakdale
Reginald Royce King, Jackson	
JonNá Commeal McDonald, Mesquite, TX
Aaliyah Nicole McWright, Tomball, TX

Darren Morris, Baton Rouge
Jacey A. Reed, Arnaudville	
Harold Lee Darius Rhodes, III,  
   Silver Creek, MS
Tiana A. Thomas, Natchez, MS
Janih L. Wright, Baton Rouge

Donielle J. Bowie, Melville
Paiton Annise Bryant, Houston, TX
Emanuel Ray Burns, Zachary	
Aubrey Colbert, McDonough, GA

Imagany Z. Crossley, Bastrop	
Sundari Semaj Dempsey, Gretna	
Kelsey A. Harris, Baton Rouge
Jasmine T. Hawkins, Baton Rouge
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BACHELOR OF INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

Saraa Imani Abdullah, Kingwood, TX
Derrick M. Calvin, Katy, TX
Jamarlo Campbell, Avondale, AZ
Qaeshon M. Clark, Walker 
Trasula Renea Clark, Zachary 
Ingrid M. Edmond, Houston, TX
Jamie S. Floyd, Gulfport, MS
Cornell Griffin, Baton Rouge	
Ashley Grimes, Port Allen
Kevon W. Hamilton, Baton Rouge
Wendell A. Harper, Reserve
Taylor Henry, Baton Rouge
Serenity D. Hill, Baton Rouge
Alfred Julius Jackson, Jr., Addis
Charnechia Jasjuan Jackson, Jonesville
Natoria KéNa McCalister, Rowlett, TX
Shakayla A. Morgan, Bastrop
Saniya D. Parker, Baton Rouge

Tewanda Elaine Pinson, Lake Charles
Yasren T. Pollard, Port Allen
Jayda Nicole Propes, Midlothian, TX
DéLencia LáShay Rayford, Baker
Naiylah Latrice Rivers, Baker
Chanel Yvette Sims, Pflugerville, TX
Joanna Latriece Singleton, Baton Rouge
Kyra O. Smith, Addis
Regina N. Thomas, Baton Rouge
Natalie B. Thurman, Baton Rouge
*Donald J. Triggs, Lafayette
Raghan Walker, Greenwell Springs
Lori R. Warren, Baton Rouge
Kejuana Sibley Washington, Baton Rouge
Markell R. Washington, Coushatta
Ryan Anthony Williams, New Orleans
Hannah N. Wright, Addis
Zakariya Yassine, Sugarland, TX



Jamari M. Bennett, Paulina
Danetta Michelle Carter, Gretna
Israel Mekel Carter, Baton Rouge 
Keyiera Dionné Caston, LaPlace
Bessica Clark, Addis
Kyla Alexandria Davis, Marrero
Madison N. Davis, Monroe
Desha D. Ellois, Baton Rouge
Chelsie P. Esteba, Baton Rouge
Jonise Janai Foote, Gardena, CA
Hailey D. Holmes, St. Rose
Alayna M. Hudson, LaPlace
Kaya S. Hunter, Baton Rouge
Armanni Semaj Jackson, Delhi
Amariah lynae James, Rochester, NY
Alaisjha R. Johnson, Addis
Daronaya Reche Johnson, Thibodaux
Kendahl Jones, Houston, TX
Precious Tanna Jones, Rowlett, TX
Jaymya Edmonia Carmen Marie Joubert, 
   Baker
Ranai Roshewn Knight, Gramercy
Kaylon M. Mallet, Zachary
Mia Loviece Milsap, Vicksburg, MS
Kirsten Reneé Milson, Broussard
Journee S. Mitchell, St. Martinville

Taylor J. Mitchell, Eunice
Yazmine Kali Mobley, Seattle, WA
Taneara Lanae Moore, Baltimore, MD
Aniyah Daezhanae Phillips, New Iberia
Asia Pierce, Harvey
Brittany M. Pitts, St. Gabriel
Jayla E. Powell, Chicago, IL
Jaila Rowley, Zachary 
Ronniecia Clark Rutledge, Zachary
Kayla S. Simmons, Slidell
Nachell Smith, Baton Rouge
Tamaya Brionne Smothers, Prairieville
Arieanna Joy Taylor, Baton Rouge
Cytwelia Tobin, Bossier City
Kennedy P. Venable, Corona, CA
Ann Marie Walker, Baton Rouge
India D. Walker, New Orleans
Arielle S. Watson, Plaquemine
Lauryn Nicole Watt, Houma
Makayla Webb, Zachary
Kennadi I. Westley, Houma
DéQuencia M. Williams, Spring, TX
Kimberly Williams, Baton Rouge
Valencia Leighann Woodfork, Baton Rouge
Geralyn V. Young, Hammond
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN SPEECH PATHOLOGY AND AUDIOLOGY

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING

Delana Adiyah Janee Johnson,  
   St. Martinville
Treonna Lashae Jones, Lafayette
Jahmiracle N. King, Baton Rouge
Tatumn Kirkwood, St. Rose
Jazmyne K. Lands, Baker
Bryra Rayarda Levy, Baton Rouge
LaRay Nathalia Michelle Mckinley,  
   Leés Summit, MO

Paris H. Poole, Baton Rouge
Myeshia Darnell Prince, Shreveport
Aisya L. Taylor, Shreveport
Jasmyn S. Tobias, Humble, TX
Marlaysia Shavon Trask, Pensacola, FL
Brittani Turner, New Orleans
DáJanae Ursin, Gonzales
Thomas E. Watson, Baton Rouge
Journee J. Williams, Ruston

Skya Gizelle Cook, Stone Mountain, GA
Shiya D. Jackson, Baton Rouge

Jalynn B. Jones, Baton Rouge
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CIVIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

Chelsea A. Alvarez-Simms,  
   Los Angeles, CA
Aiyanah Bréaun Batton, Plaquemine
Deven J. Cherry, Merriam, KS
Erin Steven Clark, Orlando, FL
Desontics Ri’Shun Collins, Alexandria	
Victor R. Dupre, Opelousas
Allen Trevor Franklin, Baton Rouge
DéAndre S. Galmore, Lake Charles
Kirsten Jorá Harrison, Houma
Jessica M. Jenkins-Gayles, Baton Rouge
Charlemon Rondrelle London,  
   St. Francisville

Donrell Mckenzie Jr., Prairieville
Wiliam Joseph Myles, Baton Rouge
Ashton B. Parker, Humble, TX
Zion E. Parker, Monroe
Raquan J. Poullard, Iowa
Kydale Redmond, Harvey
Logan L. Scott, Prairieville
Douglas M. Taylor, Addis
Joseph Russell Terrance, Arlington, TX
Almon E. Townley, Plaquemine
KeYaelon LaNae Webb, Baton Rouge

Carrington B. Curry, Minden
Donald E. Foulcard, Franklin	
Braylon Gregory, Breaux Bridge	
Destiny Deshon Hardy, Baton Rouge
Kalani S. Jones, Douglasville, GA

Sameera N. Mohamed, Baton Rouge
Morghan Radcliffe, Chicago, IL
Tyrel Lamar Sherman, Shreveport
Briana N. Smith, Port Allen
Camryn M. Williams, Baker

Lachavion M. Campbell, Livingston 
Mia S. Crosley, Mount Hermon
Chynna L. Duncan, Baker
Ontario A. Harris, St. Francisville
Darius Amir Taylor, Zachary

Miguel A. Thomas, Addis
Jalen Andre Toaston, Baton Rouge
Michael C. Williams, Meraux
Camron M. Woods, Little Rock, AR

Ta Ron J. Brown, New Orleans
Jalen M. Brown-Ware, Baton Rouge
SáKiyah N. Burns, Amite
Jahmeer Cade, Kenner
Brenden Cormier, Glenn Heights, TX
Rumsey Paul Gaudet, Vacherie

Miguel A. Jasso, Holden
Ahrmoud K. Lewis, New Orleans
Trey Nicholas, Baton Rouge
D’Ross GáAnthony Prince, Jeanerette
Anthony D. Shaw, Belle Rose
Myles C. Snowden, Zachary
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COLLEGE OF SCIENCES AND ENGINEERING
Lealon Martin, Ph.D., Dean

Almon E. Townley, Student Marshal

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Biology

Diamond Brown, Woodville, MS
Damaury L. Byrd, Brandon, MS
Shequira Deloris Johnson, Baton Rouge
Sydney Gaines, Houson, TX
Makaila L. Lowery, Jackson, MS
Kalen J. Miller, Baton Rouge	
Morgan Parks, Magnolia, MS

Brianna JáNell Rankins, Baton Rouge
Lauren N. Sanders, Monroe
Precious Shorts, Greenwell Springs
Tyler Nicholas Spencer, Mobile, AL
Trinitee Denajah Sterling, Baton Rouge
Tranisha A. Thomas, Gonzales
Chandler White, Donaldsonville
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Psychology

Political Science

NELSON MANDELA COLLEGE OF GOVERNMENT AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Damien Ejigiri, Ph.D., Dean

Brandon T. Scott, Student Marshal
 

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Logann Breann Houston, Zachary
Rylon B. Rowe, Woodville, MS
Myckalya Elizabeth Stansbury, Opelousas	

Erika M. Turner, Lake Charles 
Norea A. Williams, Gray

Amari Aaron, New Orleans
Ashley Ambrose, Baton Rouge
Kobe D. Amos, Covington 
Ray’Tasha KéAngela Santhea Anderson, 
   Princeton
Jazmine Beverly, Bridge City
Shanell Nicole Carney, Baker
Raylyn G. Castille, Lafayette
Nardu Enrique Castillo, Prairieville
Deranaé J. Celestine, Lafayette
Camryn L. Collins-Jackson, Baton Rouge
Jalynn L. Davis, Lettsworth
Jael Sydney Dunn, Griffin, GA
*Cierra Ashlyn Epps, Houston, TX
Nihya L. Fairley, Baton Rouge
Xavier T. Frazier, Baton Rouge
Uzuri Graves, Phoenix, AZ
Teranasia K. Gray, Thibodaux
Saniya L. Green, Monroe
Tiyana T. Greenhouse, Baton Rouge
Raven B. Gunn, Santa Fe Springs, CA

Camron S. Haley, Houston, TX
Kanani Hartage, La Verne, CA
*Michaya Ashai Hayes, Opelousas
Nyla Hayes, Geismar
Kwan Hurrell Hood, Tomball, TX
Daija Semaj Joseph, Boutte
Barnabas Kalaba, Great Bend, KS
Jade Erica Martin, Baton Rouge
Brianna L. Medearis, Denham Springs
Isley Estella Francis Millender, Baton Rouge
Courtney Jade Nixon, Dallas, TX
Chayce M. Sanders, Decatur, GA
Jaylin D. Simmons, Jackson, MS
Jaylynn Kierra Smith, Los Angeles, CA
Jonathan Orlando Sumbler, Katy, TX
Chayse M. Terrell, Flower Mound, TX
LaVaria NaQuan Thompson, Winnsboro
Leah White, East Pointe, MI
*Avony D. Williams, Baton Rouge
Jonathan Casey Wilson, Baton Rouge
Rondreka Marie Zenon, Lafayette 

Henry Steele, Monroe
Owen QuáHeem Thierry, Lake Charles
Blake Deshun Thompson, Plattenville	
Joshua Lamont Trask Jr., Natchez, MS

Lerenzo Malik Washington, Baton Rouge
Antonio L. Wells, Baton Rouge
Semaj R. Wilson, Brookhaven, M

Sociology

Tashina Beyioku-Alase, Ramsey, MN
Feltonia T. Billoups-Jackson, Baton Rouge
Jareh Trena Buchanan, Port Allen
Diamond R. Hunter, Baton Rouge

Darryl Loyd, Chicago, IL
Joshua D. Roquemore, Denham Springs
Etem Ulusan, Metairie
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN SOCIAL WORK
Tyronick M. Croom, Columbia
Taliyah Láshay Harper, Baker
Kelby R. Holland, St. Gabriel
Jade Kimani Holmes, Baton Rouge
Kyndall Mi’kai-isha Kimble,  
   Evergreen Park, IL

Tylen Shanel Lockley, Riverside, CA
Corlette Nicole Richard, Jarreau	
Lakeena R. Robinson, Bastrop
Taylor Racheal Thibodeaux, Ville Platte
Destenee Jálae Woodard, Minden
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Mikila R. Allen, Monroe
Lauryn E. Baloney, LaPlace
Kiara Monique Bell, Baton Rouge
Aneah Rene Bland, Baton Rouge
Armani Malynn Braud, St. James
Jamee Adajah Cameron, McComb, MS
Ruby Ann Ceasar, Orange, TX
Annie Chapple, Princeton
Paige K. Crawford, Port Allen 
C’Nasia Day, Prairieville
Ky’Druis Follins, Gonzales
Aniya Gourdine, Prairievillie
Joshua Rew Griffin, Vicksburg, MS
Khalil Jermaine Harris, North Babylon, NY
Brajanae Breion Henderson, Baton Rouge 
Teadra Nicole Howard, Baton Rouge
Randall J. Ike, Zachary
*Devin Dwain Hunter Jackson, Sherman, TX
*Aleia B. Johnson, Gretna
Hermione Elise Johnson, Terrytown
Taylin Indrell Johnson, Zachary
Lillian Lee Jones, New Iberia
Tyliana B. Jones, Baton Rouge 

Kennedy Simone Joubert, Bedford, TX
Abiola Oluwademilade Kolawole,  
   Baton Rouge
Michelle Carleisha Shantell Landry, Baker
Myaka A. Lane, Geismar	
*Jada Michelle Rene Leary, Baton Rouge
Rayquan R. Moore, Baton Rouge
Lyric D. Nash, Baton Rouge
Zedric Orlando Oliver, New Iberia
Kenny Lee Pham, Port Arthur, TX
Jaylen Anthony Pittman, Harvey
Diamond A. Rubin, Baton Rouge
Brandon T. Scott, Baton Rouge
Kennedy Alise Simpson, Duson
Destiny Eyonna Smalls, Jennings
Alexis Skye Smith, Port Allen
Brianna R. Smith, Baker
Jahmai Ronjae Stewart, Harvey
Antonio Di’Jon Townsend, Baker 
Venea J. Victor, Slidell
Cassandra Webster, Duson
Treasure Monai Williams, Baton Rouge

An asterisk (*) indicates participation only.
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DOLORES MARGARET RICHARD SPIKES
HONORS COLLEGE GRADUATES

Completing their Matriculation with Full Honors
Deadra James Mackie, Interim Dean, Honors College

and Assistant Professor of Biology, College of Sciences and Engineering

Aneah Rene Bland
Degree:  B.S. in Criminal Justice
Thesis Title: The Impact of Community Policing on
	 Crime Rates:  A Comparative Analysis
Thesis Advisor: Stephone Addison, Ph.D.  
	 Int. Chair and Assistant Professor 	
	 of Criminal Justice
	 Department of Criminal Justice
	 Nelson Mandela College of 	
	    Government and Social Sciences

Amari L. Aaron
Degree: B.S. in Psychology
Thesis Title:  The Effects of African Self- 
	 Consciousness and Cultural  
	 Misorientation on Preferred Body Types 	
	 Among African American College Students
Thesis Advisor: Reginald Rackley, Ph.D.
	 Full Professor of Psychology 
	 Department of Psychology
	 Nelson Mandela College of 	
	    Government and Social Sciences

Edmund Amoafo-Yeboah, Jr.
Degree:  B.S. in Business Management
Minor: Computer Science
Thesis Title:  Resilience in Aviation Supply 
Chains:  Evaluating the Impact of Global Disrup-
tions on Aviation Logistics
Thesis Advisor:  Sherman Pittman, Professor 
	 Deptartment of Accounting,Finance,
	 and Econ.
	 College of Business

DéAree Harris
Degree: B.S. in Plant and Soil Sciences
Thesis Title: The Navy Bean:  Superfood of  
	 Modern Day America
Thesis Advisor: Milagro Berhane, Professor
	 Department of Agricultural Sciences
	 College of Agricultural, Family, and 	
	    Consumer Sciences

Keith Jackson, Jr.
Degree:  B.S. in Finance
Thesis Title:  Macroeconomic Influences on the 
	 Wealth Building Among African  
	 Americans in the U.S. Investment Industry
Thesis Advisor:  Hasib Ahmed, Ph.D. 
	 Associate Professor of Finance
	 Department of Finance, Accounting, 
	    and Economics
	 College of Business

Tatum M. Kirkwood
Degree:  B.S. in Psychology
Thesis Title:  Mind Over Matter:  A Correlation  
	 Analysis of How an Athlete’s Mental  
	 Stability Affects Their Performance 
Thesis Advisor: Courtney J. Loyd, Ph.D.
	 Department of Psychology
	 Nelson Mandela College of
	    Government and Social Sciences 
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Trinity Lane
Degree:  B.S. in Accountancy
Thesis Title: Beyond Income:   Understanding the  
	 Longstanding Wealth Disparities of Black 
	 Families in America 
Thesis Advisor:  Lauri Patterson, MBA, J.D. 
	 Department of Accounting and 	
	    Finance
	 College of Business 

Kalen J. Miller
Degree:  B.S. in Biology
Thesis Title: Understanding Polycystic Ovary  
	 Syndrome: Insights into Reproductive  
	 Challenges, Genetic Factors, and  
	 Comprehensive Treatment: A Review  
	 of Lit.
Thesis Advisor:  Tanganika Johnson, Ph.D.
	 Department of Chemistry and 	
	    Biological Sciences.
	 College of Sciences and 	
	    Engineering

Brandon Scott
Degree:  B.S. in Criminal Justice 
Thesis Title: The Impacts of School Resource  
	 Officers and Restorative Models on Black 
	 LGBTQ+ High School Students in 
America: A Comparative Review
Thesis Advisor:  Abiodun Raufu, Ph.D.
	 Associate Professor of Criminal 	
	    Justice
	 Department of Criminal Justice
	 Nelson Mandela College of 	
	    Government and Social Sciences

Alexis S. Smith
Degree:  B.S. in Criminal Justice 
Thesis Title: Rethinking Preventive Policing:  
	 Eliminating Biases in Practice 
Thesis Advisor:  Jiseun Sohn, Ph.D.
	 Associate Professor of Criminal 	
	    Justice
	 Department of Criminal Justice
	 Nelson Mandela College of 	
	   Government and Social Sciences
Darius Taylor
Degree:  B.S. in Electrical Engineering 
Thesis Title: TAI- Driven UAV and IoT 
	 Integration for Precision Agriculture
Thesis Advisor: Hamid R. Majlesein, Ph.D.
	 Professor of Electrical Engineering 	
	 Department of Electrical 	
	   Engineering
	 College of Sciences and 
	   Engineering

Taylor White
Degree: B.S. in Child and Family Studies
Thesis Title:  Drawing a Blank:  The  
	 Disappearance of Art from Children’s  
	 Education
Thesis Advisor:  Brandi Gunn, Ph.D.
	 Professor of Human Sciences
	 Department of Family and 	
	    Consumer Sciences
	 College of Agricultural, Human, and 	
	    Environmental Sciences
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Mikila R. Allen
Megan Andrews

Tashina Beyioku-Alase
Aneah Rene Bland
Zaire Leon Blevins
Damaury L. Byrd

Isaiah N. Clay
Aubrey Colbert

Milan Clark Davis
Taylor Lynette Haywood

Jaymya Edmonia Carmen Marie Joubert
Janiece Keller

Tatumn Kirkwood
Tylen Shanel Lockley

Zarion D. Martin

Keyunna Alexis McDonald
Jada Rashelle Nevers

Kenny Lee Pham
Iesha Denise Prince

Myeshia Darnell Prince
Jacey A. Reed

Naiylah Latrice Rivers
Joshua D. Roquemore

Rylon B. Rowe
Tyrel Lamar Sherman

Destiny Eyonna Smalls
Brianna R. Smith

Seth M. Smith
Erika M. Turner

KeYaelon LaNae Webb

Cum Laude
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.40 -3.69

HONOR GRADUATES FALL 2025

Amari Aaron
Aiyanah Bréaun Batton
Imagany Z. Crossley

*Cierra A. Epps

Lillian Lee Jones
Alexis Skye Smith

Kennedy P. Venable
Taylor Shayne White

Magna Cum Laude
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.70 – 3.89

Summa Cum Laude
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.90 – 4.00

CANDIDATES FOR COMMISSION
FALL 2025

United States Army

Edmund Amoafo-Yeboah
Paige K. Crawford

Lorita Shanae Duncan
Keith Edwin Jackson

Trinity R Lane

Nina Patel
Kiarra M. Rosales
Brandon T. Scott

Darius Amir Taylor
Almon E. Townley

Second Lieutenant Rylon Rowe
United States Army Reserves
Military Intelligence 

Second Lieutenant Henry Steele
Louisiana Army National Guard 
Corps of Engineers
Marksville, LA

Second Lieutenant Jahmai Stewart
Louisiana Army National Guard
Military Police Corps
Carville, LA
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Oluwaseun J. Adeola
Leriyah M. Ard
John D. Babin

Auinyea L. Biggs
Michael D. Boudreaux

Kennedy M. Boxie
Tevin A. Broadnax
Whitney A. Brooks
Shamira L. Brown
James H. Caillouet
Tania L. Coleman
Saleana M. Cox

Damya J. Darden
Timiah Dunn

Kelsey D. Franklin
Sarah M. Griffiths

Alani J. Henderson
Taylor L. Jackson
Dlonie Jackson

Brionna J. James
Jordan T. Johnson
Gabriel L. Jones

Zyriah Jones
Chanyah V. Lewis

Jasmine R. London
Jasalynn J. Mccrady

Makailan D. Miller
Kameri C. Mott

Troynisha Nicholas
Kierra A. Prejean

Kayla Russo
NyKeria Samuel
Makalia C. Scott
Julian T. Shorts

Brandy J. Shropshire
Etajanay L. Smith
Larenz E. Stewart
Arianna N. Taylor
Tressica Thomas
Cytwelia Tobin

Anabella N. Valadez
Jada A. Vercher

Markez D. Walker
Caleb M. Washington

Jada N. Williams
Shane B. Williams
Aaron K. Young

Honorable Mention
Cumulative Grade-point Average of 3.00 -3.39
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Commencement Speaker
Felica Coney
Global Tech Executive

s. Felica Coney is a globally recognized 
visionary and accomplished supply chain 
and operations executive, celebrated for 

her ability to transform organizations, inspire 
leaders, and deliver world-class operational 
excellence. With a distinguished record across 
multiple industries, she has led strategic growth 
organizations through some of the most 
complex challenges of the modern economy — 
consistently elevating performance, enabling 

large-scale transformation, and positioning companies to lead their industries. 
Throughout her career, Coney has built and guided high-performing teams 
across the world in supply chain, manufacturing, assembly, logistics, and end-
to-end operations. Her leadership has influenced some of the most respected 
global corporations.

From 2019 to 2021, she served as divisional vice president in grocery at 
Walmart, where she delivered step-change improvements in EH&S, quality, 
and customer on-time delivery. She also accelerated the introduction of 
automation and digitization strategies that fundamentally reshaped how 
Walmart served millions of customers. Prior to Walmart, Coney served as vice 
president of Operations Quality and Environment, Health, and Safety for the 
Interiors, Actuation and Propeller Systems business — and later the Mechanical 
Systems business — at Collins Aerospace. She developed the organization's 
groundbreaking Smart Factory roadmap, enabling next-generation 
digitization, automation, and lean manufacturing across global sites. Coney 
began her career at Procter & Gamble, where she excelled in a wide range of 
leadership roles. Her final role —senior director, Supply Network Operations, 
Fabric Care Asia — positioned her as a key architect of P&G’s e-commerce 
expansion in emerging markets, driving unprecedented household penetration 
through innovative supply chain design, optimization, and flawless execution. 
Her earlier career contributions also included establishing world-class lean 
manufacturing systems recognized across the industry.

Coney’s foundation for global impact began right here. She is a proud alumna 
of Southern University and A&M College, where she earned her B.S. in civil 

M
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engineering. During her undergraduate matriculation, she was initiated into 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., through the Alpha Tau Chapter, an experience 
that strengthened her lifelong commitment to public service, community 
leadership, social justice, and equity.

Coney’s achievements have earned her national acclaim. She currently serves 
on the board of directors for the Simpson Manufacturing Company (SSD), 
and she contributes her expertise as a member of the engineering advisory 
boards at North Carolina A&T State University and Southern University 
A&M College. She is also a trusted supply chain and technology executive 
advisor for several Fortune 100 companies. In 2025, Coney was featured by 
BoardProspects as one of “100 Black Board Members Making a Difference,” 
and she was inducted into the prestigious National Black College Alumni Hall 
of Fame. She continues to champion ethical, responsible innovation in her role 
as education chair of the AI Ethics Council powered by Operation HOPE, 
where she fosters a culture of technical excellence, principled leadership, and 
high-velocity execution.

Coney resides in Atlanta, Georgia, with her spouse, Kelvin. Together, they are 
the proud parents of twin sons, Jahvon and Jaelen.
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THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER
by Francis Scott Key, 1814

Arrangement by Thomas Dawson

Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early light

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?

Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight,

O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?

And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.

Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
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“LIFT EV’RY VOICE AND SING” 
By James Weldon Johnson, 1899

Arrangement by John Rosamond Johnson 

Lift ev’ry voice and sing

‘Til earth and heaven ring

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty

Let our rejoicing rise

High as the list’ning skies

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun

Let us march on ‘til victory is won.
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ALMA MATER
Original Words And Music By R.E. Brown, Jr.

Dear Southern
O Southern, Dear Southern, Thy praises we shall sing

Until all the heavens and echoes loudly ring.

The winds of the sky as they pass us by

Will adoration bring.

O Southern, Dear Southern, we owe our all to Thee

In downfall or victory, wéll always loyal be.

Thy Sons and Daughters as they work

Will be inspired by Thee.

O Southern, Dear Southern, Thy name will ever be

As mighty as the river that flows on to the sea.

As pure and true as the Gold and Blue

That stand out bold for Thee.
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A closing message

As we congratulate our distinguished graduates and honor their accomplishments, 

we acknowledge the tremendous support from parents, guardians, family members, 

and friends. Thank you for your dedication and commitment throughout their 

journey to receive a first-class education at Southern University. We appreciate your 

encouragement and inspiration.

 		  Best wishes, 

		  John K. Pierre 

Southern University and A&M College Chancellor

2 2

SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
ALUMNI FEDERATION PLEDGE

I__________________, an alumnus of Southern University, do hereby pledge allegiance 

to  the Southern University Alumni Federation, and the great honored institution which it 

represents. I promise to remain loyal, faithful, and steadfast in my support of its programs, 

uplift of its principles, maintenance of its tradition, and defense of its honor.

I further promise to always stand ready to contribute my time, efforts, financial assistance, and 

services toward the advancement of the welfare of the Southern University Alumni Federation 

and my beloved Alma Mater, so help me God.



Welton Bowie
Marcus Brown
Cynthia Bryant
April Buffington

Barbara Carpenter
Eric Cantrelle

De’Andre L. Dearinge
Darrin Dixon

Cameron Fontenot
Courtland Jackson

Beatrice A. Johnson
Joycelyn Johnson 

Kevin Johnson
Deshawn Jones

Debra M. Lawson

Christopher Levy 
Robyn M. Merrick
Tyquencia Parker

Devin Hadrick
Eric T. Reid
Robert René

Donovan L. Segura
Janene Tate 

Regina Thomas
Johlana Turner
Tisha Walker

 Sonita Williams
 Clourth Wilson

Luria Young

     2025 FALL COMMENCEMENT 

Committee Members
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Southern University and A&M College is a constituent of the Southern University System.  
 Dennis J. Shields is the President-Chancellor of the Southern University System.
Tony Clayton is the Chair of the Southern University Board of Supervisors, 2025.

Southern University and A&M College is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to award 
baccalaureate, master’s, and doctoral degrees. Contact SACSCOC at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097, P (404) 679-4500.

subr.edu/sucommencement
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